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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

about MuJW

By Emily Willroth
Hazelwood West High School,
Hazelwood

For a young Russ Mitchell, 
the Missouri Urban Journalism 
Workshop was more than a sum-
mer seminar, it was the launch-
ing pad for a career most only 
dream of.

Today Mitchell is the face of 
“The Early Show” on CBS. 

“It’s something you dream 
about — being a news anchor,” 
Mitchell said in a telephone inter-
view last week.

Mitchell spent 10 days at MU 
in 1977 working with profession-
als in the field and getting a taste 
of journalism’s reality, an expe-
rience the program has provided 
to aspiring high-school students 
since 1971. 

A taste was all Mitchell need-
ed. Mitchell knew journalism 
was what he wanted to do.  

“I think that passion they [the 
workshop faculty] had for jour-
nalism rubbed off on me,” Mitch-
ell said. “So much that when I 
left I was determined to get a 
job at a news station back in St. 
Louis.”

Inspired and eager to learn 
more, Mitchell returned home 
to St. Louis and landed a job 
answering phones at KTVI-TV. 
A year later, he started school as 
a freshman at MU, graduating in 
1982 and starting the career of a 
lifetime.

More than three decades later, 
MUJW is offering similar oppor-
tunities to young journalists 
across the nation. 

This marks MUJW’s 38th year. 
The workshop was founded by 
Robert P. Knight as an oppor-
tunity for minority students to 
explore a career in journalism. 

In 1989, Knight changed the 
name of the workshop from 
MUJW to AHANA. AHANA 
stood for African, Hispanic, 
Asian, Native American Journal-
ism Workshop, emphasizing the 
focus on minority students.

In 2006 a lawsuit was filed 
against Virginia Commonwealth 
University and Dow Jones for 
denying entrance to students 
who were not part of a minor-
ity. The settlement required Dow 
Jones, which funds the program, 
to open the workshop to every-
one, regardless of ethnicity. As a 
result, AHANA’s name returned 
to MUJW in 2007.

Although MUJW – and the 
news business — has undergone 
transformations since Mitchell 
attended in 1977, the impact the 
workshop has on its students 
remains the same.

“After I did the workshop, I 
knew [journalism] was what I 
wanted to do,” said 2005 MUJW 
student Elise Catchings, who is 
studying journalism at MU.

Journalism students from 

across the country send writing 
samples, transcripts and letters 
of recommendation to the Mis-
souri School of Journalism, hop-
ing to be chosen to attend the 
workshop. 

Once chosen, students spend 10 
days on MU’s campus, while pro-
fessionals in the fields of broad-
cast, print and photojournalism 
take them under their wing and 
guide them as they write stories 
to be published in the Urban Pio-
neer.

 “They experience what jour-
nalism is really about and that 
will help them make their deci-
sion in what they are going to be 
doing in their career goals,” said 
Doris Barnhart, the coordinator 
of the workshop for 34 years.

Many MUJW students who 
decide to pursue a career in jour-
nalism return to the workshop as 
faculty members. Mitchell sees 
returning as an opportunity to 
give back to a workshop that 
gave him so much.

He is one of many returning 
faculty members this year, serv-
ing as an inspiration to the 15 
students standing in the exact 
same position he was in more 
than three decades ago.

 “I hope I can somehow inspire 
someone to pursue a career in 
journalism — be a role model 
for them like so many pople have 
been for me,” Mitchell said.

Missouri Urban Journalism Workshop continues tradition of success

Cover photo by TYLER CACEK/MUJW
Ray McKinney works on the Stanton Farm west of Centralia.
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MEET THE JOURNALISTS
High school students from across the country get a dose of journalism reality.Compiled by LAURA FORTNER and ANA PENA n Photos by FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE

About MUJW

Barrientos, 17, is a 
senior at St. James 
Academy in Lenexa, 
Kan. She has always 
liked to read, “and 
I always think it’s 
important to learn 
the stories that 
people have to tell. 
I’ve always thought 
it was cool that one 
photograph was 
able to tell a whole 
story.”

Kimberly Barrientos
Bradley, 16, a junior 
at Eleanor Roos-
evelt High School 
in Greenbelt, Md., 
recently visited 
the Newseum in 
Washington D.C. “It 
opened my eyes to 
the impact journal-
ism can have on 
the world. After 
that visit, I realized 
journalism was 
for me. I want to 
make a change in 
the world with my 
words.”

Bridget Botchway Bradley
Byrd, 17, is a senior 
at the St. Elizabeth 
Academy School in 
St. Louis. She dis-
covered in seventh 
grade that writing 
is one of her pas-
sions. “It made me 
begin thinking of 
a career in writ-
ing, and journalism 
fit perfectly with 
that. I would like to 
become a fashion 
journalist and pho-
tographer.”

RyQuriea Byrd

Galan, 15, is a 
sophomore at Lee’s 
Summit North High 
School in Lee’s 
Summit. She says 
she “more or less 
fell into” journalism 
and yearbook and 
loved it. “When I’m 
older I would like to 
work on magazines. 
Overall, I love the 
atmosphere of it 
all.” 

Cassandra Galan
“I was inspired 
most by my high 
school yearbook to 
learn more about 
journalism,” said 
Fortner, a 17-year-
old senior at Flower 
Mound High School 
in Flower Mound, 
Texas. She also is 
interested in pho-
tography.

Laura Fortner
Cacek, 17, is a 
senior at Rock 
Bridge High School 
in Columbia. He 
wants to represent 
the faceless and the 
voiceless. “Know-
ing that there are 
people out there 
without a voice that 
need journalists (in 
order) to be heard 
inspires me beyond 
anything else.”

Tyler Cacek

Jones, 16, is a 
junior at Blue Val-
ley Northwest High 
School in Overland 
Park, Kan. “My 
love of writing, 
especially short sto-
ries, made me want 
to pursue journal-
ism.”

Paige Jones
Martinez, 16, is a 
senior at Hickman 
High School in 
Columbia. Marti-
nez has traveled to 
many countries and 
has experienced 
many cultures. 
“I want to get the 
word out on people 
who need help 
that aren’t thought 
about.” 

Sebastian Martinez
“I would like to be a 
journalist because 
I like to connect 
people to the world 
through writing,” 
said Mooney, 17. 
Mooney is a senior 
at Neuqua High 
School in Naper-
ville, Ill. 

Allie Mooney
Hawkins, 18, is a 
freshman at MU. 
Journalism inspires 
her. “I wanted to 
be able to affect 
change in the world 
through writing and 
creativity. I also 
wanted to write to 
give a voice to a 
community who oth-
erwise wouldn’t be 
heard.”

LaParis Hawkins

Pena, 14, is a 
sophomore at Air 
Academy in Colo-
rado Springs. “My 
ninth-grade teacher 
taught me how to 
really write well, 
and I enjoyed it so 
much I decided to 
pursue a career in 
writing.”

Ana Pena
Rollins, 18, will be a 
freshman at Florida 
A&M University 
and resides in St. 
Louis. “When 9-11 
happened, I real-
ized the impact 
media has on the 
world, and that 
inspired me to pur-
sue journalism.”

Theresa Rollins
Stone, 16, is a junior 
at Fenwick High 
School in Oak Park, 
Ill., and lives in 
Burr Ridge, Ill. She 
is especially inter-
ested in pursuing 
convergence/broad-
cast journalism. “I 
took a journalism 
class and I’ve been 
hooked ever since,” 
Stone said.

Jessica Stone

Garza, 17, is a senior 
at Byron P. Steele in 
Cibolo, Texas. “It’s 
not one thing that 
inspired me to get 
into journalism; it 
was a natural pro-
gression. I’ve been 
writing since I was 
first-grade-bound.”

Lyndsey Garza

Emily Willroth
Willroth, 17, is a 
senior at Hazelwood 
West High School 
in Hazelwood. “I’ve 
always loved to 
write and tell sto-
ries. When I joined 
my high school pub-
lication, I fell in love 
with journalism.”
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18 years of waiting ... then the vote

The People

By LaParis Hawkins
Hazelwood East High School
St. Louis

W
alking to the voting booth for the first time — palms sweating, heart racing, mind spinning 
— can be intimidating for an 18-year-old.

  I can’t wait. 
Having the privilege of voting in an election as historic as this one has me pumped and 

ready to go. America needs a refreshing new face, innovative ideas and change. That is exactly why I’ll 
cast my vote for Barack Obama.

 Obama plans to cover uninsured citizens, improve the economy and deal with other important issues 
that will help America thrive again.

 I am so excited my vote will help decide who becomes the next Commander in Chief. I have family 
members fighting in Iraq, so Obama’s plan to bring the troops home immediately wins my support.

Knowing a candidate is knowledgeable about the issues affecting the hearts of American families is 
refreshing. Some may think Obama is a less qualified candidate because he doesn’t have many years of 
experience. In my mind, that makes him the better candidate. New ideas are what this country needs and 
a candidate with a fresh perspective just may be the person to get the job done.

Nov. 4, I’ll proudly complete my ballot, place it in the box (or machine, or where ever it goes) and know 
my voice was heard.

By kiMBErLY BarriEnTOs
St. James Academy
Lenexa, Kan.

I
’ll be a first-time voter this year, and as November nears I am becoming increasingly nervous.

I have always been apathetic about presidential elections. My parents neither vote nor follow the 
campaigns. Both are naturalized citizens — Mom’s from Vietnam, Dad’s from Mexico — and they 
could vote if they wanted.

They just don’t care. Sure, they complain about politics from time to time, but they never get too deeply 
into it. Voting has never been on their to-do list, and it never came up as my 18th birthday neared.

This year, as I’ve thought and talked about the election with others, I’ve begun to understand that my 
vote could count. Everyone knows that just one citizen’s vote can’t change the outcome, but if all the apa-
thetic citizens out there started voting, it very well could.

I am all for trying to make a difference. I am unsure whom I’ll vote for, but when I do decide, it will be 
based on my opinions and the issues most important to me.

Sorry, Mom and Dad; I’m doing this one on my own.

By LYnDsEY GarZa
Byron P. Steele High School
Cibolo, Texas

I have been awaiting my 18th birthday since I turned 17 late last fall, solely in anticipation of being able 
to vote in this coming election.

 One of the biggest rites of passage is being able to contribute your two cents and potentially chang-
ing the country for the better. If you do not voice your opinion, you should not be granted an opinion 

later down the line. Progress takes initiative. 
I plan to go to the polls and vote for the person whom I believe will bring the most progressive change 

to the country: Barack Obama. I hope to never fall into the pattern of voting strictly for the same party; I 
think every candidate has different motives and agendas somewhere along the line. 

Obama best represents my moral values and ethical standards and his charismatic, Jeffersonian 
approach to aggressive change for the common man will shake up the corrupt administration already in 
place.  

By THErEsa rOLLins
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Fla.

Turning 18 opened a lot of doors. Now I can buy scratch-off tickets or cigarettes, get into clubs, 
even join the Army.

The bottom line is, I’m a grown-up (well, almost), with all the privileges that entails, but throwing 
money away on the lottery isn’t what I’m excited about.

This year, I can finally “rock the vote,” and, believe me, I intend to do just that.
I’ve already registered to vote, and it was so simple. Some people (such as my father) make voting 

sound like such a chore, but I’ve been doing my homework on the issues, and I’m ready.
In February, I went to a Barack Obama rally in St. Louis. The energy in the stadium was amazing 

— everyone was fired up and ready to go, and Obama demanded attention when he was up there 
speaking.

Most politicians seem so removed from the voters they’re trying to court, but it didn’t feel that way with 
Obama. He seemed like a person you could sit and talk about your problems with. He’d know exactly 
where you’re coming from.

When I heard him speak I knew he had my vote. Regardless of whether he wins in November, he’s 
accomplished so much. He’s shown that Americans can put aside their differences and work together for 
change.

This year, finally, I can help.

Students reflect on first-time rite of passage

By LaUra FOrTnEr
Flower Mound High School
Flower Mound, Texas

W hile many high 
school students 
look up to Hol-
lywood celebri-

ties such as Miley Cyrus and 
Paris Hilton, in this election 
year some also find inspiration 
from U.S. presidential candi-
dates.

In some cases, however, stu-
dents are also turned off by 
the candidates’ campaign tac-
tics. Rock Bridge High School 
students, who last 
spring voted for 
president of the 
student body, com-
ment below on sim-
ilarities between 
that election and 
the coming general 
election.

Marlena Szew-
czyk, senior class 
president, com-
pares herself to 
Ron Paul, who lost 
in the Republican 
primary.

“Even though he didn’t last 
in the campaign, he stuck with 
his ‘out-there’ ideas and was 
able to gain respect and sup-
porters,” she said.

Szewczyk said she lost in her 
bid for student body president 
in part because she refused to 
treat the election as a popular-
ity contest.

“I wanted to take the focus 
of the campaign away from 
who I was in the school and 
instead centered it on ‘change’ 
to capture students from a dif-
ferent angle,” she said.

Szewczyk said she wanted 
students to know she wasn’t 
running for fame and glory. 

“Both elections — elec-
tions in school and the 2008 
presidential election — are just 
popularity contests, with one 
being larger than the other,” 
she said. “Voters in both arenas 
ignore the issues in favor of 
party loyalty.”

She said the changing stanc-
es of former candidate Hill-
ary Clinton and front-runner 
Barack Obama have left a bad 
taste with some voters. 

“Candidates now seem to 
really be discrediting them-
selves by changing their minds 
on not just one issue, but sev-
eral,” Szewcyzk said.

Mahir Khan, who beat Sze-
wczyk for the student body 
presidency, laughs now at how 
students compared him and 
Szewczyk, after they gave their 
campaign speeches, to Obama 
and Clinton. A member of a 
minority group, Khan pointed 
out that he gestured with his 
hands during his speech, while 
Szewczyk, who has blond hair, 
paced the stage as she spoke.

Although he dismisses the 
comparison, Khan says that 
he admires Obama’s ability to 
express himself so clearly and 

strongly in his 
speeches. 

“Obama also 
inspires me in that 
he was not set up 
for the presidency 
like Bush was, so 
he is kind of ‘the 
zero-to-hero’ who 
had to fight for 
what he wanted,” 
Khan said.

Khan, who is 
Bengali, would 
like to become a 

politician but is afraid that peo-
ple won’t be able to look beyond 
his Muslim faith. 

“I see it as a bad sign when 
Obama, who is not a Muslim, 
is viewed as a Muslim and is 
receiving such a bad reaction 
because of that fact,” Khan 
said.

Senior Jennifer Good, student 
body vice president, noted one 
important difference between 
the student body elections with 
its 1,700 voters and the nation-
wide race.

“The presidential candidates 
have to get their views out to 
over 200 million people who 
they couldn’t just go up to and 
talk to individually,” she said.

At school and in national 
politics, though, “things can get 
pretty nasty with feelings get-
ting hurt,” she said.

Good said that if candidates 
would “just play nice” the situ-
ation would be how it should be 
— a chance for the community, 
whether a school or the whole 
nation, to elect the person it 
believes fairly represents its 
ideals.

“I wish I could see people 
being nicer to each other,” she 
said. “Seeing kids crying after 
someone was bad-talking them 
is awful to see. Politics is just 
so harsh.”

Rock Bridge students 
relate to candidates
Students look up to presidential 
frontrunners’ frankness, not mudslinging

“Voters in both 
parties ignore 
the issues in 
favor of party 

loyalty.”
MARLENA SZEWCZYK

Senior class president,  
Rock Bridge High School
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By LYNDSEY GARZA
Byron P. Steele High School
Cibolo, Texas

The months preceding 
the presidential pri-
mary sparked a surge 
of voter enthusiasm 

and registration that both can-
didates hope will pay off for 
their campaigns on Election 
Day. Many of those who regis-
tered are young, first-time vot-
ers — so many that in January, 
Time magazine declared it the 
Year of the Youth Vote. 

 Voter engagement is up in 
all demographic groups but has 
increased most among voters 
younger than 50, according 
to a July survey by the Pew 
Research Center 
for the People and 
the Press, a non-
profit, non-partisan 
organization. Vot-
ers younger than 
30 “are at least as 
knowledgeable, 
and in some cases 
more knowledge-
able, about candi-
dates’ positions on 
Iraq and abortion 
than are older 
voters,” the study 
found.

“Young people 
are really involved in this elec-
tion,” said Mark Buhrmester, 
executive director of the Boone 
County Democrats. 

Voter registration and post-
primary pollings have shown 
the two candidates nearly even. 
A June analysis of voting data 
by the Chicago Tribune sug-
gested that if one of the candi-
dates could win the votes of 10 
percent more voters younger 
than 30, it could push some 
states such as Iowa and New 
Mexico to change their political 
majority. The candidates have 
taken the initiative to reach 
this younger technology-savvy 
demographic by use of more 
user-friendly Web sites.  

Presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee Barack Obama revamped his 
campaign Web site to resemble 
the newest design layout of 
MySpace and features links 16 
social networking Web sites in a 
section labeled “Obama Every-
where.”

In addition to those connec-
tions, Obama’s Web site offers 
links to donate, a calendar of 
local events, search engines for 
chapters in local schools, a num-
ber of message board forums, 
blogs, a text messaging service 
to notify of coming area events 
and a merchandise store, which 
includes baseball T-shirts featur-
ing the World War II-era poster 
art displaying “Yes We Can.”  All 
of these hip, tech-friendly servic-
es are aimed at young voters.

Republican Sen. John McCain’s 
Web site is vibrant and crisp, 
with sections for issues in the 
news, recruitment of volunteers 
and donations getting the most 

prominent display. 
McCain’s more seri-
ous approach will 
pay off in the long 
run, supporters say. 

“Obama is a rock 
star; McCain has 
the substance that 
young voters will 
look to past the glitz 
and the glamour,” 
said Eric Rasmus-
sen, spokesman for 
Missouri Republi-
can Congressman 
Kenny Hulshof.

Obama’s youthful 
approach is provid-

ing the fuel for his political fire, 
said Rick Puig, president of the 
Young Democrats of Missouri.  
“I think young voters are tired 
of the usual,” Puig said. “I think 
Barack Obama represents a 
departure for the politics from 
the same-old, same-old, and it 
resonates with them.” 

Connor Stangler, a columnist 
for Rock Bridge High School’s 
The Rock newspaper, agreed that 
young voters relate to Obama’s 
youth and vigorous delivery. 

“They hear and see that McCain 
is the baby boomer’s candidate 
and Barack Obama is the young 
generation’s candidate,” said Stan-
gler, 18, who identifies himself as a 
Democrat. 

No matter which party they 
choose, young voters are expected 
to play a larger role in this election 
than they have in the past.

“The stakes are too high to 
stay home,” Buhrmester said. 
“Young people are going to real-
ize that when it’s Nov. 4.” 

Youth vote will 
pack punch

By SEBASTIAN MARTINEZ
Hickman High School
Columbia

T he walls of A Better U Salon and 
Retail on Bernadette Drive in Colum-
bia are lined with celebrity posters 
and T-shirts, including an variety of 

Scarface memorabilia, Rocky posters and an 
image of Barack Obama, fully decked out with 
a thick gold chain around his neck. 

The sound of humming buzzers punctuates 
the conversations in the salon, which caters 
to a predominately black crowd, as two men 
exchange their views on the candidates in the 
coming presidential election.

The conversations there and elsewhere 
around the country demonstrate that there is 
no one view when it comes to Obama’s candi-
dacy among black voters.

“We cannot vote for somebody just because 
they’re black,” Better U barber Marcus Joseph 
said. “It’s about how they’re gonna help out 
for us. Everybody’s equal, remember; in politi-
cians, there’s no color.” 

In the heat of the Democratic primaries, as 
networks raced to crunch numbers and predict 
winners, people often took for granted that 
black voters would side with Obama. 

People think Obama will work toward better 
race relations, MU graduate student Anthony 
James said. “He understands that yes, we’ve 
made strides, but we certainly have a long way 
to go,” James said.

Results from a New York Times and CBS 
News telephone poll conducted this month 

affirmed that opinion. The poll showed that 59 
percent of blacks think that race relations are 
“generally bad.” 

Retired MU professor Gene Robertson 
served in the armed forces shortly after they 
were desegregated. He saw firsthand the hard-
ship of the civil rights movement.

 “In that kind of world, there was nothing 
that indicated to us that there would ever be a 
black president or candidate who had moved as 
far as Obama has,” Robertson said.

Arizona Cardinal offensive tackle Brandon 
Keith said that Obama’s race has played a part 
in building interest in his campaign, especially 
among first-time black voters.

“There’s people I’m talking [to] who haven’t 
voted in 10 years who are making the effort to 
go vote,” said Keith, who was getting his hair 
cut Tuesday at A Better U.

Obama is not the first black politician to 
venture into presidential politics: Shirley 
Chisholm, Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, Alan 
Keyes, Carol Moseley Braun and Lenora 
Fulani, to name a few, have run. None made it 
past the primaries. 

Robertson said Obama has made it so far 
because of “young white students who said ‘we 
value hope and change more than we’re con-
cerned about race and skin color.’”

As Joseph cut his hair, Keith voiced his 
opinions: “We do need a change, and (Obama’s) 
right there with all the opinions. I’ve seen him 
talk, and the man can charm anybody, but is 
he doing it for the right reasons?” 

Race will not color votes, attitudes

“The stakes are 
too high to stay 

home. Young 
people are 

going to realize 
that when it’s 

November 4th.”
Mark BuhrMester

Executive director,  
Boone County Democrats

Candidates continue to vie 
for votes younger than 30

AlisA BoozE TroETsChEl/MUJW
Adair Tasco, right, registers to vote with the assistance of Obama for America campaign volunteer 
Kathleen Kelley, left, at the Voluntary Action Center’s Christmas in July dinner at the Missouri United 
Methodist Church on Tuesday in Columbia. A single mother of three, Tasco plans to vote for the first 
time in a decade because she said Obama will help the poor and is honest.

fIRST TIME IN A DEcADE
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By LAURA FORTNER
Flower Mound High School
Flower Mound, Texas

As a child, Will Albon’s par-
ents told him to always vote 
Democrat. Today, Albon, 20, is 
following that advice and plans 
to vote for Barack Obama for 
president.  

Columbia residents cast their 
votes based on many things: 
party loyalty, how they feel cur-
rent leadership has performed 
in office and their knowledge 
of political issues. But more 
often it’s not the latter, said 

Marvin Overby, a political sci-
ence professor at the Univer-
sity of Missouri.

“Voters generally have a good 
idea but don’t know specifics 
(of the issues),” Overby said.

However, an uneducated 
voter is not necessarily a dan-
gerous one.  Collective wisdom 
of the public is generally good, 
he said.

Even if voters are not 
informed about a particular 
candidate, they know the issues 
that are important to them, said 
Elaine Blodgett, president of 

the League of Women Voters of 
Columbia-Boone County.

Still, a large part of being an 
active voter is being familiar 
with the candidates and voting 
for the issues they represent, 
Blodgett said. She said citizens 
generally know it is important 
to vote and may vote for the 
candidate who shares their 
views on a particular issue. 

“It may be that they saw the 
candidate on TV and they liked 
one thing that he or she said, 
or the candidate seemed like 
them in some way,” Blodgett 
said. “Sometimes their friend 
or husband or wife told them 
to vote for the person because 
‘they are good and I am voting 
for them.’” 

Overby said in reality, the 
average voter is too busy with 
day-to-day life to spend a signif-
icant amount of time research-
ing the issues, which can be 
complicated. Instead, voters 
tend to make decisions based 
on other things, such as name 
recognition or incumbency. 

“Most voters are retrospec-
tive,” Overby said. “They look 
back to see how things have 
been going.”

According to Overby, because 
of this the Republican Party will 
likely suffer this year when vot-
ers consider issues surround-
ing the war in Iraq and the 
current state of the economy, 
among other things, because 
President Bush’s approval rat-

ings are very low.
Another factor in voter turn-

out this year will be the historic 
nature of the election. Young peo-
ple in particular are energized 
because there is a candiate they 
can relate to: Obama. The Illinois 
senator appeals to the younger 
generation largely because he 
speaks their language and is 
running on a platform promising 
change, Overby said.

Albon agrees that most people 
vote without having all the facts, 
but he said like himself, many 
citizens feel an obligation to go 
to the polls on Election Day. 

“It’s impounded in your head 
to vote when you are 18,” Albon 
said.

Voters choose candidates for variety of reasons

By ALLIE MOONEY 
Neuqua High School
Naperville, Ill.
and THERESA ROLLINS
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Fla.

S tudents in the Missouri Urban Journalism Work-
shop got a crash course in Columbia politics and 
demographics during a panel discussion Monday 
at MU.

The panel, which included members of the faith and 
business communities and local political organizations, 
dealt with a city active in a mix of local and national 
politics.

With just fewer than 100,000 people, Columbia is 80 
percent white and generally young, owing to the large 
number of college students, said panel member John 
Garrett, branch manager and assistant vice president at 
Commerce Bank. Columbia, however, also has a signifi-
cant black and Asian population and a large but under-
represented Hispanic population, he said.

The area has an unusually low population of baby 
boomers (those born between 1946 and 1964), he said, 
noting that for the first time in U.S. history there are 
four different generations in the workforce.

Columbia is just as diverse in terms of faith, said 
Father John Prenger, president of the Columbia Inter-
faith Council. Despite these differences, cooperation is 
high in the religious community, with a focus on volun-
teering, Prenger said. Love INC (Love In the Name of 
Christ), a clearinghouse for social services provided by 
local churches, is one of the most important initiatives 
in Boone County, he said — though he thinks the com-
munity could still do more.

“There is a need in this community, as good as it is, to 
do better,” he said. 

For instance, he said, an official policy regarding the 
homeless is needed. “I believe we live in an age that 
calls for a new kind of citizenship,” Prenger said.

Columbia has aligned itself predominantly with the 
Democratic Party, thanks in part to the large number 
of younger voters in the area, said Mark Buhrmester, 
president of Boone County Democrats.

There have been exceptions to the rule, however. For 
example, while Al Gore won Columbia and surrounding 
Boone County in 2000, in 2004 George Bush narrowly 

won the area, Buhrmester said. Columbia returned to 
the Democratic fold in 2006, choosing Claire McCaskill 
to be Junior Senator from Missouri.

Hoping to continue the Democratic comeback, Barack 
Obama is making Missouri a priority this year in his 
presidential campaign, Buhrmester said. “(Obama) is 
bringing in more staff than the state has ever seen. 
(These are) full-time people working without pay.”

Republicans retain a strong presence in the area, 
though, said Cindy Beale, local co-coordinator of Sen. 
John McCain’s presidential campaign.

Beale said national defense, energy costs, and math 
and science education are issues of particular interest 
for local Republicans. Energy conservation and recy-
cling are popular issues in Columbia, but many conser-
vatives advocate drilling for oil in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.

“We must increase production of oil,” said Beale, who 

broadcasts her belief with a bumper sticker that reads 
“Drill here, drill now.”

Seated symbolically between Buhrmester and Beale 
during the panel discussion, Elaine Blodgett, president 
of the Boone County League of Women Voters, said that 
her group promotes neither conservative nor liberal 
positions.

Blodgett said the group’s goal is to “take national 
issues and translate them to the local area,” promoting 
education without taking sides.

She said affordable healthcare, energy, global warm-
ing, and maintaining the balance of power in govern-
ment are topics the group is focusing on this year.

The League of Women Voters encourages voters to 
pursue the facts before they act on assumptions. “You 
have to be a critical thinker,” Blodgett said. “You have to 
study it before you act on it.”

Students learn about Columbia’s political landscape

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
From left, Cindy Beale, Elaine Blodgett, Mark Buhrmester, John Prenger and John Garrett spoke to students at MU on July 
14 about the nuances of Columbia politics.

People from a variety of backgrounds 
speak to issues relevant to the area

Some vote along party lines, and 
others vote for one particular issue.
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By PAIGE JONES
Blue Valley Northwest High School
Overland Park, Kan.

A quick trip to the gas station for a refill has become painfully 
expensive, and that pain could provide the fuel for voters’ decisions 
come November.

According to the American Automobile Association, a gallon of 
regular gas that cost $2.97 in Columbia last year is $3.99. 

Presidential candidates Barack Obama and John McCain take 
different approaches to this nationwide issue. Obama says fund-
ing domestic auto manufacturers to create fuel-efficient cars 
would achieve his goal of decreasing America’s oil consumption 
by 35 percent by 2030. McCain’s approach includes decreasing our 
dependence on foreign oil by drilling in Alaska and expanding the 
oil reserves. 

We asked some people filling up at the pump how they cope with 
the prices and how the issue might affect their choice in November.

Rising gas prices affect voting decisions
Voters say economy, fuel prices will 
drive them to the polls this year

“I have no idea who I’m 
going to vote for. I don’t 
really stay updated on the 
presidential campaign.”

Coping strategy?

Voting for?

“With gas prices so high I 
fill up more often.”

BART CosleT
20, MU student

Coping strategy?

Voting for?

“It’s caused some drastic 
changes. We drove here 
from Mexico, Missouri, 
for his doctor appoint-
ments and this is our 
second time filling up.”

“I’m voting for Obama 
because he’s young and 
represents change.”

sTephAnie williAms
35, Mexico, Mo., parent aide

Coping strategy?

Voting for?

“We don’t participate in 
as many extracurriculars 
anymore because of gas 
prices. And we live all the 
way in Sturgeon, which 
is like 30 miles north of 
here.”

“I’m undecided, but I 
think I’ll go for Obama 
because I’m ready for 
something new.”

CouRTney BARTels
24, Sturgeon, MU office support

Coping strategy?

Voting for?

“I have to rebudget 
everything now, like food. 
With the prices of banan-
as and other food going 
up, it’s hard to support (a) 
family.”

“I’m voting Obama all the 
way. Who else?”

Glenn CoBBins
46, Columbia, Imani Mission Center 

Coping strategy?

Voting for?

“Well, I’m in credit card 
debt right now so it’s 
more of just a big pile of 
debt vs. income. I’m not 
really making any sacri-
fices, just less of a dent.”

“I haven’t really decided 
but I think I might vote for 
McCain because I want 
them to drill.”

Josh swindell
29, Columbia, legal liaison

Coping strategy? Voting for?
“The economy is really 

bad in the summer and 
the tips I make just go to 
gas for the next day, so 
I’m living on $5.50.”

 “Obama because he 
has a good economics 
package.” 

CoRy kohen
19, Liberty, Domino’s and Sub 

Shop delivery man
Photos by FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
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By Emily Willroth
Hazelwood West High School
Hazelwood

The waitress at Cam-
pus Bar and Grill in 
downtown Columbia 
jumped at the oppor-

tunity to serve a customer. On 
this weekday afternoon, there 
weren’t many people to serve 
—just one patron at the bar 
and no one at the few dozen 
tables. 

It was 3 p.m., a generally 
slow time. Still, bar owner 
Jason Robertson viewed the 
vacant seats as a sign of what 
he fears is a growing problem 
in Columbia — the slowing 
economy.  

“’08 has been a little better 
than ’07, but they both sucked,” 
Robertson said.

Robertson is not alone. A 
generally pessimistic attititude 
concerning the economy reso-
nates among other business 
owners, many of whom con-
sider the issue one of the most 
important in the upcoming 

election season. 
From the gubernatorial, 

congressional and presidential 
elections in the fall to the City 
Council races next spring, many 
business owners said they are 
looking for candidates who will 
make the economy a priority. 
They want to hear strategies 
for lowering the price of gas, 
increasing exports and stimu-
lating development.

 Skip Ducharme, who has 
owned Lakota coffee on Ninth 
Street for 15 years, does not 
expect a solution to Columbia’s 
economic problems anytime 
soon. With the rising cost of 
gas, Ducharme has had trouble 
getting students to drive the 
extra few blocks from campus 
to his store. Parking meter 
hours have also been extended 
in the city, making the trip 
even more costly for motorists. 

“Theoretically, you expect 
to come in and spend $3 on a 
latte, then you go outside and 
find a $5 parking ticket,” said 
Ducharme.

Referring to the economy 
as a whole, he said, “It could 
be fixed. I’m just looking for 
a candidate who will do it. 
That would definitely help me 
decide who to vote for.”

Gary Kespohl’s vote is also 
up for grabs. He has owned 
Central Missouri Computers, 
a sales and repair company 
on East Walnut Street, for 26 
years. His wife operates a 
ceramic shop in an adjoining 
space, and his adult son runs a 
legal practice upstairs.  

Kespohl is concerned the 

City Council is too focused 
on the environment, when it 
should be focused on business 
development. He grew so frus-
trated two years ago that he 
made an unsuccessful bid for 
a council seat. Now, with two 
seats up for grabs next spring, 
he’s seeking to recruit and 
support candidates with “busi-
ness experience and who know 
the city of Columbia.”

“The City Council has sty-
mied … the economy,” said 
Kespohl, a member of the Spe-
cial Business District Board, 
which focuses on beautifica-
tion and business recruitment 
downtown.

Despite these concerns, other 
city officials and business lead-
ers remain optimistic. 

Third Ward councilman Karl 
Skala defended the council’s 
track record on business 
growth. “I hardly think we’re 
being obsessed. I think what 
we’re trying to achieve is bal-
ance.” 

Mary Wilkerson, chair of 

the Special Business District 
Board, said she empathizes 
with small business owners 
such as Kespohl but thinks the 
council has been supportive of 
the business community. For 
example, she said, it recently 
created the Downtown Leader-
ship Council to develop a stra-
tegic plan for growth. 

Wilkerson, vice president of 
marketing for Boone County 
National Bank, envisions new 
mixed-use development with 
storefronts and diverse living 
space, anchored by mega-
projects such as a hotel at the 
convention center and art gal-
leries.

“You look down the street 
downtown and see so much 
empty space,” said Wilker-
son, whose third-floor office 
overlooks the construction 
of a new City Hall building. 
“We’re doing just fine. I don’t 
want to discount other people’s 
concerns about the economic 
climate, but the sky is bright, 
not dark.”

The People

By CASSANDrA GAlAN
Lee’s Summit North High School
Lee’s Summit

Welcome to the 
United States, 
Miguel Lopez!

The voting 
booth awaits!

Lopez became a U.S. citizen 
this June and so is eligible to 
vote in November’s presiden-
tial election. Lopez, 37, became 
part of a growing Hispanic 
population that will have some 
say on whether Republican 
John McCain or Democrat 
Barack Obama becomes the 
next president. 

A native of Salta, Argentina, 
Lopez moved to Columbia four 
years ago when he was offered 
a job as a pressman, printing 
The New York Times. Although 
he didn’t count as one of 
Columbia’s 3,067 Hispanic resi-
dents, according to U.S. Census 
Bureau statistics for 2006, his 
vote counts now.

Lopez said the economy is 
his top issue, and the war in 
Iraq is his other main concern. 

“This war is for business,’’ 
he said. He plans to vote for 
Obama. “I think the Latin 
community will be voting for 

Obama,” he said.
That would be excellent news 

for Obama, as the Hispanic 
voting bloc is growing in size 
and influence. Hispanics are 
the largest and fastest-grow-
ing segment of the population, 
numbering 46 million, or 15 
percent of the population, 
according to a Pew Hispanic 
Center report released last 
December. About 57 percent 
of Hispanic registered voters 
consider themselves Demo-
crats, and 23 percent say they 
are Republicans, according to 
the report.

Federico Subervi, director 
of the Center for the Study of 
Latino Media and Markets at 
Texas State University, said the 
Hispanic population will contin-
ue to grow, as will the political 
clout that comes with it.

“In 2003, more children of 
Latino heritage were born than 
any other group in the state 
of California, which means 
in about 13 years or so that’s 
going to be what makes up the 
most part of the state of Cali-
fornia,’’ Subervi said, referenc-
ing an article in Latino Lead-
ers/The National Magazine 
of the Successful American 

Latino.
Subervi also said tight 

races help train a spotlight 
on the Hispanic vote. “That’s 
when the Hispanic vote really 
counts,’’ Subervi said. “That’s 
when they really start to look 
at the Hispanics’ view.’’

Although many Hispanics 
consider themselves Demo-
crats at the moment, Subervi 
said that doesn’t automati-
cally mean they will vote along 
party lines. His research 
indicates that issues matter, 
not just who the candidates 
are. Obama’s biracial heritage 
doesn’t mean Hispanics will 
necessarily support him. “With 
the race, it’s not just about who 
the person is — it’s more about 
their policies and how Latinos 
interpret them,’’ Subervi said. 

Lopez supports Subervi’s 
observations. In Lopez’s first 
presidential vote, coming 
within five months of attaining 
his citizenship, he is eager to 
help usher in what he said is 
much-needed change. “This is 
a very historic event because 
it’s a change. … It’s been Bush, 
Clinton two times and Bush 
two times,’’ Lopez said, “and 
Obama is different.”

Hispanic vote growing in importance

FERDOUS AL-FARUGUE/MUJW
Miguel Lopez was naturalized this June and November will be his first 
time to vote in an American presidential election.

Local businesses look to city, national elections for assistance
“Theoretically you 

expect to come in and 
spend $3 on a latte, then 
you go outside and find a 

$5 parking ticket.”
Skip ducharme

Owner, Lakota Coffee on Columbia’s 
economic problems

The voting patterns of this key  
demographic can’t be taken for granted
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By SEBASTIAN MARTINEZ
Hickman High School
Columbia

Editor’s note: The Urban Pio-
neer talked to two undocument-
ed immigrants, who agreed to 
be interviewed on the condition 
that their surname and work-
place not be published. 

Cristian won’t vote in 
November, yet the 
outcome of the general 
election will decide 

how he lives in the U.S., or 
whether he lives here at all. 

He is a 21-year-old undocu-
mented worker who entered 
the country nine years ago and 
lives and works in Columbia.  
And though he has no voice in 
the voting booth, Cristian said 
he has followed the presiden-
tial campaigns.

Cristian is not alone. As the 
immigrant community grows 
each year in the U.S., so does 
its interest in politics. 

A 2002-2004 Pew Hispanic 
Research Center study, the 
latest statistics available, esti-
mates the number of undocu-
mented workers in Missouri is 
between 55,000 and 85,000. A 
2005 study says that 11.1 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
live in the U.S. Of that number, 
7.2 million are in the civilian 
workforce.

The numbers keep rising, 
and as they do, illegal immi-
gration is becoming more of a 
contentious issue in political 
races, with voters lining up on 
both sides.

Some argue that undocu-
mented workers take money 
from Social Security and 
health care programs and take 

jobs from American citizens. 
Others argue that undocument-
ed workers are a necessary 
part of the American economy, 
accepting jobs that many 
citizens don’t want and paying 
taxes.

Cristian graduated from a 
local high school. His family 
crossed the U.S./Mexican bor-
der on a visitor’s visa to visit 
his father. His mother decided 
to stay. 

“There are more oppor-
tunities here than there (in 
Mexico),” Cristian said. He 
said he thinks Barack Obama, 
would do more for immigrants 
and undocumented workers 
because of his family history.

“His parents — immigra-
tion is a big part of his back-
ground, he knows what it’s 
like,”Cristian said.

Cristian’s older brother, 

Cesar, 23, said he avidly fol-
lows American politics and has 
watched the campaigns. Like 
his younger brother, Cesar 
favors Obama.

“Obama has the best stances 
on immigration and education, 
not only for Latinos but others 
too,” he said.

John McCain has stood by 
President Bush’s stance on 
illegal immigration, and he 
promotes legislation that would 
make it more difficult for 
undocumented workers to find 
jobs. Such a policy, Cristian 
and Cesar said, would limit 
opportunities in the United 
States.

“McCain is another Bush; 
he wants to continue the war,” 
Cesar said. “It would be the 
same administration, just with 
a different president.”

Cesar and Cristian hope for 

a future in the United States. 
Cristian said he wants to own 
a restaurant or a nightclub 
someday, and Cesar said he 
wants to study at MU and open 
a business.

Without legal status, their 
plans will remain dreams. 
However, Cristian said he 
thinks some sort of amnesty 
eventually will be granted 
to undocumented workers 
because there are too many to 
deport.

 In recent years, the Mis-
souri General Assembly has 
cracked down on illegal immi-
gration. Earlier this month 
Gov. Matt Blunt signed a bill 
banning drivers’ licenses for 
undocumented workers, among 
other things.

Cesar said, “America isn’t 
the land of opportunity any-
more.” 

Undocumented workers voice election concerns

By LaPARIS HAwkINS
Hazelwood East High School
St. Louis
and kIMBERLY BARRIENTOS
St. James Academy
Lenexa, Kan.

Voting on Nov. 4 may be a dilemma for some 
people, but not for Salahodeen Addul-Kafi. He 
has his mind made up. He plans to vote Demo-
crat.

“Whenever I look at the news and I see stories bashing 
Muslims, I see it coming from the right. That’s the base 
of the Republican Party. Why should I support them?” 
Addul-Kafi, 18, said.

Father John Prenger of St. Francis & Clare Charis-
matic Episcopal Church doesn’t vote along straight party 
lines. He said he doesn’t belong to a particular party.

“I vote as I see people in action,” he said.
When it comes to religion and political views, one size 

doesn’t always fit all. 
Religion and politics have made a stir in the media 

this year. Barack Obama’s religious leader, 
Jeremiah Wright, made what some perceived 
as anti-American sentiments; John McCain’s 
endorsement from San Antonio pastor John 
Hagee was criticized after negative reports 
concerning Hagee’s sermons about Jews and 
Catholics; but what may be the biggest story 
this year are the rumors swirling around 
Obama’s religious beliefs. Is he Muslim or 
not? Does it matter?

The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 
released the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey 
in June. It asked people of different religious 
backgrounds their views on social and politi-
cal issues.

The survey reported half of Evangelical 
Christians studied support the Republican 
Party, while about a third support the Demo-
cratic Party. Conversely, a third of Catholics 
consider themselves Republican while just 
less than half consider themselves Democrats. 
However, Jews and Muslims overwhelmingly 
call themselves Democrats — Muslims at 83 
percent and Jews at 66 percent.

Prenger  explained that Republicans receive 
a large percent of Evangelical Christians’ 
votes because of abortion issues.

However, he said so many other factors are driving 
this year’s elections that the parties can’t assume who 
will vote and who won’t. 

“Republicans can’t count on Evanglical Christians (this 
year) and they can’t rely on liberal voters, either, because 
they now are taking a look at more important issues.”

Jim, in his 60s, is a practicing Jew in Columbia. He 
agreed to be interviewed on the condition that his sur-
name not be used.

 “I was raised as a Democrat, and I (have) remained a 
Democrat throughout most of my life,” he said.

Because of issues important to him, such as health 
care and peace in the Middle East, he now calls himself 
an independent.

 Imam Ronald Smith Jr., leader of the Islamic Center 
of Central Missouri, said he doesn’t have a voter’s card 
in Missouri but if he did he would vote for Obama.

“I feel something for the underdog,” Smith said.
He criticized the Bush administration and said he 

doesn’t like the direction the country is going. “Get all 
those jokers out of there and get a whole new system,” he 

said.
One reason many Muslims are Democrats, Smith said, 

is because of that party’s foreign policy position. “To 
some Muslims, foreign policy is the election because of 
support of where they come from,” Smith said.

Even though many Muslims vote Democrat, Smith has 
his own views. “I want a stage and a camera so people 
can hear what I have to say,” he said, laughing. “Maybe I 
should run for political office in 2012.”

Politics and pulpits: Religious affiliations play smaller role in this election

Fourteen percent of those surveyed in the U.S. Religious Landscape 
Survey claimed that their religious beliefs in�uence their perception 
of public affairs and the government. 

EFFECTS ON POLITICAL DECISIONS

CATHRYN DEATHERAGE/MissourianSource: PEW FOUNDATION

Protestant: 20%

Catholic: 9%

Mormon: 24%

Jehovah’s Witness: 60%

Orthodox: 9%

Jewish: 4%

Muslim: 13%

Buddhist: 2%

Hindu: 3%

Unaffiliated: 3%

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
Imam Ronald Smith Jr. said he supports Obama.
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By Tyler  CaCek
Rock Bridge High School
Columbia

T
he first thing visitors are likely to see 
when they pull into Andrew Stanton’s 
driveway is a row of three large fuel 
tanks — fuel tanks holding gas that has 
nearly doubled in price within the past 
year.

Stanton, a 44-year-old farmer in Centra-
lia, is painfully aware of the increase.

“It becomes very hard to live,” said Stanton, a farmer 
of milo, wheat, soybeans and livestock. To afford the 
high gas prices, “we’re eating our equity.”

Farmers in Boone County and all over the U.S. are 
feeling the financial burden of steadily increasing gas 
prices. Compounding the issue is flood damage from 
heavy June rainfall, which has prevented farmers from 
planting some of their crops and destroyed other crops 
that were already planted.

Gas prices and the economy are two of the issues 
farmers are paying the most attention to in the presi-
dential election, Stanton said.

Stanton wonders whether either candidate can turn 
the economy around.

“I can’t praise John McCain or Barack Obama,” he 
said. “It’s going to take a smart, wonderful man to fix 
things, and not many people will like him.”

It becomes very hard to live ...

... we’re eating our equity.
— ANDREW STANTON

Centralia farmer

Farmers seek 
fuel options

Chad Hart, a U.S. policy analyst with the Food and 
Agricultural Policy Research Institute in Iowa, said the 
agricultural sector tends to be Republican. However, 
Obama’s biofuel policy may attract more Democratic 
votes among farmers, he said.

The costs of gasoline and diesel have left some farm-
ers looking toward biofuels as a way to gain profits 
from the sale of corn and to reduce the dependence 
on foreign-bought oil. But the benefits of biofuels have 
been hotly debated.

“Ethanol won’t solve all farm problems,” said Steven 
Sapp, president of the Boone County Farm Bureau. 
“Ethanol doesn’t help all farmers; it causes prices to 
increase for other farm industries.”

Stanton said he thinks ethanol production has helped 
corn farmers this year. Rising corn prices have given 
him larger profits from milo farming. However, he also 
notes that livestock feed is becoming more and more 
expensive as a result.

Stanton said he thinks it’s time to start drilling off-
shore and in the Arctic Northwest Wildlife Refuge 
region of Alaska, despite protests of environmentalists.

“We shouldn’t abuse this world,” he said. “but we 
should use it to better human life.”

Photos by TYLER CACEK/MUJW
ABOVE: Ray McKinney, a farmhand, helps Andrew Stanton repair a tire at Stanton Farm west of Centralia on Wednesday.
LEFT: About 1,200 chickens live on the Stanton farm west of Centralia. Andrew Stanton estimates they eat a pound of feed per day, the cost of which is increasing because of rising corn and grain 
prices. These market changes have been linked to ethanol production.

Andrew Stanton looks for a missing part in his tractor on his farm west of Centralia on Wednesday.
Stanton says he feels the pinch of rising gas prices.

“Ethanol doesn’t help 
all farmers; it causes 

prices to increase 
for other farm 
industries.”

Steven SAPP
President, Boone County Farm Bureau

The IssuesThe Issues

“

”
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Gay marriage not big election issue

Magazine cover sparks controversy

By KIMBERLY BARRIENTOS
St. James Academy
Lenexa, Kan.

With the war in Iraq, the economy and 
immigration dominating the discussion, 
gay marriage hasn’t been a hot-button 
topic on the 2008 campaign trail.

Supporters of gay rights say that’s a 
good thing.

“I don’t think there’s much emphasis 
(on gay marriage) as there was in the 
past because they have a new scapegoat 
to rile the conservative core — immi-
gration,” said Linda Hayes, a board 
member of the Mid-Missouri chapter of 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbi-
ans and Gays.

When it comes to gay marriage, true 
discussion has been in short supply, said 
Tom Harris, who is gay and lives with 

his partner in Fulton. Instead, the issue 
has been used as a means of inflaming 
conservative voters, he said.

“The Republicans have done a hor-
rible misdeed,” Harris said. “In 2000, 
2004 and even 2006, they designed their 
campaign around the conservative vote. 
The Republicans walked all over the 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender) community to get elected in the 
past, and they did.”

The experience was so upsetting, the 
“Republicans could put Gandhi up and 
I wouldn’t vote for them,” Harris said. 
“The Democrats could put the devil up 
and I would vote for them.”

In Missouri, at least, the furor has 
died down since 2004, when voters 
overwhelmingly passed a constitutional 
amendment banning gay marriage in 

the state.
Hayes, who worked with the Consti-

tutional Defense League to oppose the 
ban, said she thinks the issue deserved 
more conversation.

“I would have liked to see a few years 
of discourse to truly understand the 
issue,” she said. “I think there was a 
rush to get something on the book.”

She said she thinks other issues are 
more important this year. Apparently, 
so do the candidates.

“It wasn’t a hot topic this year,” Hayes 
said. “Obama and Clinton both stand for 
full civil equality and both opposed gay 
marriage. McCain said he’s against gay 
marriage and gay adoption.”

Both candidates appear to have skirt-
ed the topic on their Web sites – neither 
brings up gay marriage as an issue 

itself. Obama does have a page, how-
ever, addressing the LGBT communi-
ty, and McCain affirms his belief that 
marriage is between one man and one 
woman.

Steve Clayton, president of Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays, said he’s glad neither McCain nor 
Obama is using the issue for political 
gain. 

“I don’t think it’s nearly as huge of an 
issue in Missouri,” Clayton said. There 
are other issues that should have to 
come first. I’m glad it is not being used 
as a wedge. Personally, I would prefer 
it wasn’t as publicized. ... I don’t mind 
it being in the news as long as the right 
wing isn’t there making us look like 
some kind of demons.”

By EMILY WILLROTH
Hazelwood West High School

Hazelwood

What is your reaction to the July 21 cover of The New Yorker?

JOCELYN hughLEY
Rock Bridge High School 

student

“With the 
American flag 
and Osama bin 

Laden on the wall, 
that could hurt 

his chances. This 
picture, to me, is 
saying once he 
gets into office, 
everything will 

change. There will 
be a lot more war 
over something 

stupid. It could be 
a racial thing.”

“Pretty funny. 
Definitely makes 

you think. You 
think of The New 
Yorker as being 
very pro-Ameri-
can, and this 

shows a little bit 
of an anti-Ameri-
can message.”

KEVIN KIVLAhAN
Columbia Scuba Inc. 

employee

“I understand 
why people have 
an issue with it, 

but it’s oversensi-
tive America for 

you.”
MAtt BEAr

MU employee

“He’s not a ter-
rorist and he’s not 

doing anything 
against the U.S. 
With the burning 

American flag and 
the portrait of 

Osama bin Laden 
on the wall, it 
would suggest 

he was a terror-
ist. I think it’s 

just because he’s 
black and they 

want to discour-
age people from 
voting for him.” 

tErrY BELChEr
Homemaker

“I thought it was 
interesting. It’s 
art. Did anyone 
even read the 

article or did they 
just get upset 

about the cover?”
SuSAN BEAr

Dental hygienistThe July 21 cover of The New Yorker 
depicts Sen. Barack Obama dressed 
as a Muslim and his wife, Michelle, 
dressed as a 1960s radical activist. 
Critics call the “satire” offensive, 
particularly noting the image of 
Osama bin Laden on the wall and the 
American flag burning in the fireplace.
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Veterans disagree on Iraq war
By Allie Mooney
Neuqua Valley High School
Naperville, Ill.

At 18, a patriotic Henry Hager enlist-
ed in the Army Air Force to defend 
his country against a foreign enemy 
in a war that Americans supported but 
feared they would lose.

That was 1944.
Now Hager is 81 years old and finds 

his country in the midst of another 
foreign war, a decision he says “is the 
most dreadful mistake ever made in 
U.S. history.”

Nevertheless, U.S. troops are stationed 
in Iraq, and in this election season, the 
issue of what to do with them dominates.

On one side is Sen. Barack Obama, 
who is quoted on his Web site as saying, 
“I will end this war. Not because politics 
compels it. … But because it is the right 
thing to do for our national security, and 
it will ultimately make us safer.”

Sen. John McCain is quoted on his 
Web site as saying it is “strategically 
and morally essential for the United 
States to support the government of 
Iraq” until that government is able to 
support itself.

Across the nation, political observers 
say, the war has triggered some criti-
cal public reaction that has polarized 
Americans instead of bringing them 
together.

During World War II, Hager recalls, 
“We were scared then, but we’re not 
scared now.” He remembers how the 
idea of losing the war united the coun-
try.

“That was the glue that glued us 
together,” he said. The present lack of 
this uniting fear is what troubles Hager. 
“I don’t know if America will ever be 
the country we were.”

Hager, who never experienced com-
bat in World War II, strongly supports 
Obama and said, “McCain is brave and 
decent, but he simply is not qualified.” 
Hager said he thinks the motive behind 
continuing the war is oil-related.

“If you don’t acknowledge the prob-
lem of America’s oil addiction and the 
reasons behind the Iraq war, then how 
can the country solve all the other prob-
lems?” he said. “After the sacrifices 
America has made, we are not going to 
let go of that oil.”

Herbert Tillema, a professor of politi-
cal science at MU, said events in the 
Iraq war and the press coverage have 
already influenced the political involve-
ment of voters in the 2008 presidential 
race.

He said recent polls and data show 
the war has shaped people’s orienta-
tions toward political activity, causing 
an increase of political energy, more so 
with the Democratic party, where they 
have seen an influx of donations, activ-
ism and potential candidates.

“You can point to the fact that there is 
an eventual war-weariness that seems 
to arise in American society,” Tillema 
said. 

“(A) fraction is linked to disappoint-

ment and dismay about the nature of 
U.S. national policy.”

Like Hager, another Columbia vet-
eran, Ray Hiatt, thinks the Iraqi war 
was just for oil.

Hiatt, a Vietnam veteran who served 
in the Gulf of Tonkin from 1969 to 1973, 
said he thinks the military is in Iraq 
to do a job but that the main question 
should be whether the financial and 
human sacrifices are worth it.

This was the case in Vietnam, he said, 
and is becoming more apparent in Iraq.

However, unlike Hager, Hiatt is 
unsure of whom he will support in the 
presidential election.

“People are just really sick of Demo-
crats and Republicans,” Hiatt said.

 Thomas Smith, a veteran who fought 
in Afghanistan and who has served five 
years overseas, said America is a coun-
try that reflects a genuine international 
responsibility to help others and that “it 
never was for the oil; it was to stabilize 
the country and the region.”

Smith, who works part-time as a bar-
tender at the VFW Post 280 of Boone 
County, said many veterans he knows 
are not Obama supporters. “I don’t 
think anyone likes Obama. He’s more 
so full of it.”

Other veterans are hesitant to take 
any position and would rather wait for 
candidates to prove themselves. Lynn 
Thortan, another WWII veteran who 

served in North Africa, Normandy and 
Italy, said, “I am just going to wait and 
see. A lot can happen between now and 
then (Nov. 4). Right, now, I don’t know 

the people I live next door to. Back then, 
everybody helped everybody else. We 
need to reunite ourselves. Know your 
neighbor.”

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
Lynn, right, and Dorothy Thornton munch on hogbrain sandwiches at the VFW club off the Business Loop in Columbia on Wednesday. Lynn 
Thornton, a veteran of World War II, saw action with the 91st infantry in North Africa and Italy.

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
Thomas Smith, right, a war veteran who fought in Afghanistan, and Ray Hiatt, a Vietnam 
War veteran, talk at the VFW club off the Business Loop in Columbia on Wednesday. Nei-
ther is sure whom they will vote for in November.
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Dissatisfied 
voters cross 
party lines
By AnA PenA 
Air Academy
Colorado Springs, Colo.
and TheresA rollins
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Frank Pinizzotto is a regis-
tered Democrat. And a John 
McCain supporter.

In June, Pinizzotto and his 
cousin Robert Pinizzotto 
formed Democrats for McCain. 
They also formed a Web site to 
support McCain, the Republi-
can presidential candidate. The 
Pinizzottos are prime examples 
of those who have switched par-
ties for Novem-
ber’s election.

“There are a lot 
of problems, like 
the economy and 
the Iraq War; I 
just trust McCain 
to handle these 
problems,” Frank 
Pinizzotto said. 

The Pinizzottos 
and many others 
in the organiza-
tion don’t agree 
with the war in 
Iraq, but Frank 
Pinizzotto said he doesn’t think 
the troops should be pulled out. 

“You know what, we’re in 
there now; we gotta solve it,” 
he said. 

Pinizzotto said McCain is 
strong in international affairs 
and energy plans. 

The Pinizzottos are far from 
being alone in crossing party 
lines; their Web site, launched 

July 4, has had 2,500 visitors.
After winning a tight race 

against Hillary Clinton, Obama 
has faced the possibility of los-
ing support among those who 
backed Clinton. About 46 per-
cent of Clinton supporters said 
the party would unite to back 
Obama, according to a May 29 
Pew Center report. That was 
down from 58 percent in March.

“Whenever you become so 
attached to a candidate, it’s 
sometimes hard to move on,” 
said Mark Buhrmester, execu-
tive director of the Boone Coun-

ty Democrats.
Buhrmester said 

though the party 
may have been 
splintered when 
Clinton dropped 
out of the race, it 
will back Obama 
in November. 

Like Democrats, 
some Republicans 
are switching alle-
giances. 

In exit polls dur-
ing Missouri’s pri-
mary election on 
Feb. 5, 6 percent 

of Obama voters were Repub-
licans.

“The brand name of being a 
Republican has been devalued 
because of the unpopularity 
of the policies right now,” said 
Marvin Overby, an MU politi-
cal science professor. 

“Obamacans”  have formed 
an Internet group called Repub-
licans for Obama, and the group 

has roughly 2,000 members 
nationwide. Member Randall 
Leverette said the Republican 
party has temporarily lost its 
way. Leverette agrees with 
Obama on the war in Iraq and 
the economy. 

“Look at the economy; I think 
Republicans are totally oblivious 
to what is going on with Ameri-
can families,” Leverette said. 

“It’s like they have been taken 
over by Evangelicals; they’re 
focusing on things like abor-

tion. For a number of us this is 
not who we are; some of us don’t 
believe in abortion, some of us 
do,” he said.

Obama has noticed some 
Republicans backing him, even 
if they aren’t shouting it.

In a speech in Madison, 
Wis., on Feb. 12, Obama said,  
“They whisper to me. They say, 
‘Barack, I’m a Republican, but I 
support you.’ And I say, ‘Thank 
you; why are we whispering?’”

Overby said the political lines 

are blurring.  
“It’s hard to know what being 

part of a party really means.’’ 
For this election, at least, 

Frank Pinizzotto has clearly 
moved from one party to anoth-
er. 

He said Obama’s lack of 
experience is why he supports 
McCain.

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
that Obama will one day be 
president,” Frank Pinizzotto 
said, “but the time is not now.” 

By riKKi BYrD
St. Elizabeth Academy School
St. Louis

Cindy Beale is a fan of Sen. Barack 
Obama.

A Columbia resident, she will tell you 
Obama is intelligent, well-spoken and 
handsome. Beale, however, will not vote 
for the Democratic nominee in the com-
ing Presidential election.

“He really has a neat story to tell,” 
Beale said. “I just don’t think in a time 
of war we can depend on his instincts.” 

Beale, a Republican and a coordinator 
for the John McCain campaign in Boone 
County, said her candidate’s experience 
and military background are reasons to 

vote for the Republican nominee. 
In Missouri, however, Beale is in the 

minority, according to a poll conducted 
for KMOV-TV (St. Louis) and the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch by Research 2000.

Of the 800 Missouri voters polled last 
week, 48 percent trust Obama. Forty-
three percent have faith in McCain. The 
remaining 9 percent were undecided.

Those numbers may change as the 
November election nears. One thing, 
however, will remain hotly debated: 
McCain’s experience versus Obama’s 
call for change.

McCain’s supporters point to his 22-
year career as a Naval aviator, as well 
as his service in the U.S. Senate since 

1986. McCain is currently the ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services. 

Obama has taken a different path. He 
was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2004. 
Before then, he served eight years in 
the Illinois State Senate.

“I think Obama is going to be a great 
president,” said Bill Clark, a volunteer 
at the Democratic Party headquarters 
in Columbia. “But the only way to make 
sure of that is to send him out to either 
fail or succeed. 

“The last time that a tall skinny guy 
from Illinois ran for the Presidency 
with a background of four years in leg-
islation, basically a failed politician … 

he won that Presidency, and his name 
was Abe Lincoln,” Clark said. “And I 
think Obama is going to be another Abe 
Lincoln. He’s tall and skinny. He’s from 
Illinois, little experience and a positive 
attitude.” 

Scott Baker, communications direc-
tor for the Kenny Hulshof (R) cam-
paign for governor of Missouri, wants 
more. “I think (McCain’s) experience 
is fantastic,” Baker said. “I think it’s 
very relevant to the challenges facing 
our nation today. I think experience is 
a crucial element when talking about 
the decisions that the President has to 
make.” 

Supporters debate which is better — change or experience

Photos by The Associated Press
Sen. John McCain, left, is the Republican candidate, and Sen. Barack Obama is the Democratic candidate. 
This year’s election season has seen some people who typically vote on party lines changing loyalties to find 
the the candidate who best suits their opinions.

“Whenever 
you become so 
attached to a 
candidate, it’s 

sometimes hard 
to move on.”
Mark buhrMester

Executive director of the 
Boone County Democrats
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A study finds more public 
interest and participation 
this year compared to the 
pasts five campaigns.
By Lyndsey Garza
Byron P. Steele II High School
Cibolo, Texas

Early in November, some residents 
will enter the confines of the voting 
booth to make decisions that determine 
the future of their cities, counties and 
the country. 

This year, more voters than ever are 
expected to turn out, but even as they 
cast their ballots, a far greater percent-
age of their neighbors likely will pass 
by, focused on their day-to-day lives, 
perhaps unaware of the difference a bal-
lot can make.

In January, just more than one-third 
– 36 percent – of registered Missouri 
voters cast ballots in the Super Tuesday 
primaries, according to an online video 
statement from Missouri Secretary of 
State Robin Carnahan. 

And that was almost three times as 
many voters as the state saw in 2004, 
she said. 

Why do so few participate?
It’s hard for people to imagine their sin-

gle vote mattering, said Michael Lynch, 
assistant professor of political science 
at Kansas University. He cited previous 
elections where a small number of votes 
would have changed the outcome. 

In the 1960 presidential race between 
John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon, 
Kennedy won the election by just two 
tenths of a point – 49.7 percent popular 
vote to 49.5 percent, according to a Ken-
nesaw State University article. 

In 2000, George W. Bush prevailed 
over Al Gore by 271 to 266 electoral 
votes, according to the Federal Election 
Commission. 

One obstacle to voting begins with reg-

istration, according to Peverill Squire, 
the Griffiths Endowed Chair professor 
of political science at MU, and for some 
people finding where to vote and when is 
difficult. Registering to vote can be done 
in person at a registration location, local 
Department of Public Safety, election 
office or by phone or mail. 

“The rigors of registering to vote is too 
much for some people,” said Squire. “For 
the most part, when people get past the 
hurdle, voting on Election Day is fairly 
easy.” 

Then why do so few registered voters 
go to the polls? Apathy and confusion 
ultimately keep ballots from the box, 
Lynch said.

“Some people feel that there is not 
a big difference between the parties, 
and if you’re unclear of the differences, 
it would make it not worth it to vote,” 
Lynch said. 

“For some people, it’s mundane things: 
They’re busy, they have a lot to do during 
the week. A lot of other countries have 
voting on weekends when it’s easier to 
go, and they have higher voter turnouts,” 
Lynch said. “Some people are just unin-
terested.” 

In 1996, nearly 5 million registered 
voters said they did not vote in the presi-
dential election because they couldn’t 
take off work or school or were other-
wise too busy, according to statistics 
from the U.S. Census. 

That contributed to the lowest voter 
turnout reported in a general election 
since the bureau began collecting the 
data in 1964, the report said.

In Missouri, people whose work sched-
ule does not allow them either three 
hours before or three hours after work 
to vote are legally able to come in late 
or leave work early to go to the polls, 
according to Missouri Revised Statute 
115.639.1. Employers can not dock pay 
or threaten or fire an employee, as long 
as the employer is notified of the absence 

ahead of time.
The issues at stake this year are expect-

ed to push more voters to participate. 
Jeremy Hagen, 24, chairman for the 

Missouri College Republicans, said the 
spike of the price of gas should inspire 
more Americans, especially those penny-
pinching in college, to vote. Just going 
home for the weekend is more expensive. 
Where it once cost only $25 for a tank of 
gas, it now can cost $65, Hagen said. 

The past seven months have sparked a 
noticeable increase in voter engagement, 
a surge that hasn’t happened in 15 to 20 
years, Squire said.  

A June survey by the Pew Research 
Center for the People and the Press 
found that there has been a substantially 
greater amount of public interest and 
action this election compared to the past 
five campaigns. 

Out of 2,004 Americans studied, 72 
percent said they are spending more 
time considering the issues this election, 
the highest percentage at this point in a 
campaign since 1988, when George Bush 
ran against Michael Dukakis. 

Some of that interest was fed by the 
historic field of candidates for the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomination, which 
included black, female and Hispanic con-
tenders — U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, U.S. 
Sen. Hillary Clinton and New Mexico 
Gov. Bill Richardson. 

Ultimately, Barack Obama’s campaign 
prevailed, making him the presumptive 
nominee. 

Squire said his grassroots approach 
and small-town outreach shocked a num-
ber of political analysts. 

“The Obama campaign has mobilized 
people that haven’t been mobilized in 
the past,” Squire said. “One of the more 
remarkable stories is in the Obama cam-
paign, that most observers didn’t expect 
those people to turn out.” 

“Interest is as high as I’ve ever seen it 
in both political parties,” Hagen said. 

Voter interest expected to grow

Experts say that trends 
show campaign messages 
turn nasty the closer it gets 
to the election.
By BrIdGeT BOTCHWay  
BradLey
Eleanor Roosevelt High School
Greenbelt, Md.

It must be early in the 2008 national 
election season — campaign ads on TV 
are charming, showing the candidates’ 
good nature and brightly displayed fam-
ily portraits.

But as summer turns to fall, the nature 
of these TV ads will change. Negative 
commercials about presidential candi-
dates Barack Obama and John McCain 
will rise in number.

MU professor of advertising Cynthia 
Frisby said national elections tend to use 

more cutthroat tactics toward the end of 
a campaign once they have established 
a positive image for themselves with 
voters.

“It’s a softer image,” Frisby said of 
the current national ads. “It’s not very 
issue-oriented and addresses the human 
side of the candidates.”

Frisby said there are four levels of 
advertising most candidates and compa-
nies use to effectively persuade an audi-
ence, as will be seen often this season.

“First, attention: make the audience 
pay attention. Second, interest: grab 
their interest. Third, desire: make the 
audience want the product. Fourth, 
action: persuade your audience to go out 
and do something,” Frisby said.

Local elections are different, though. 
Local candidates tend to emphasize 
their qualifications and the district’s 
issues instead of focusing on themselves 

because voters generally are unfamiliar 
with them, MU journalism professor 
Wayne Wanta said.

Wanta, executive director for the Cen-
ter for Digital Globe, said, “It’s inef-
ficient to run many TV ads (locally). A 
lot who see the ads can’t vote for the 
candidates because they are out of their 
district.”

Using television as a political market-
ing tool is more practical for national 
elections. “It’s reaching lots of people 
with one message,” Wanta said. 

But he warns that as the seasons 
change and the ads go from warm to 
cold, there’s sometimes a price to pay 
for going the negative route. 

“Negative advertising at the national 
level is an attempt to compress voter 
turnout. The ads are memorable but 
not necessarily effective,” Wanta said. 
“People don’t like it.”

How to register 
Are you eligible? 

n 17 ½ years old

n United States citizen

Go to: 

n Boone County clerk’s office, 801 E. Wal-
nut St. Rm. 236

n 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday

n City clerk office in Ashland, Centralia, 
Hallsville, Rocheport and Sturgeon 

n Associated Students of the University of 
Missouri office in the basement of Brady 
Commons, MU

n Postcard registration forms are available 
throughout Boone County; call 886-4375

For more information: 

Go to www.showmeboone.com/CLERK/

Bring:

Voter identification card

Political ads expected to become more negative
“First, attention: make the 

audience pay attention. 
Second, interest: grab their 

interest. Third, desire: 
make the audience want 

the product. Fourth, action: 
persuade your audience to 
go out and do something.”

cynthia frisby
MU professor of advertising
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Foot-in-mouth disease returns
By CASSANDRA GALAN
Lee’s Summit North High School
Lee’s Summit

A nother political season has arrived and 
more people in the public eye, including 
commentators, candidates and advisers, 
are cursed with verbal blunders. Both the 

Rev. Jesse Jackson and former Sen. Phil Gramm 
made controversial comments this month that 
drew national attention.

Jackson was caught off-mic on Fox News saying 
Democratic president candidate Barack Obama 
talked down to black people and that he wanted 
to cut off a part of Obama’s anatomy. Jackson has 
since apologized for the comments.

In an interview with the Washington Times, 
Gramm, an economic adviser for Republican 
presidential candidate John McCain, said Ameri-
cans were a bunch of “whiners” and in a state of 
“mental recession.” According to McCain repre-
sentatives, Gramm’s role has been reduced in the 
campaign.

Despite the seemingly explosive nature of these 
comments, to some they were minor mishaps that 
should be forgiven.

“People in the media feel like they have to be per-
fect, but they have to remember they’re human,” 
Jonathan Rocha, 30, a Columbia-area disc jockey, 
said. “Yeah, I know (Jackson) is a reverend, but he’s 
human.”

Columbia resident Carmen Randall said 
Jackson’s words were “a bit extreme” but Obama 
handled it well.

Perry Gustafson of Columbia thinks former 
senator Gramm’s comments probably cost him 
a chance at a Cabinet post if McCain becomes 
president.

“He may be right, but it was a stupid thing to say 
in public,” Gustafson said.

But Jackson and Gramm are hardly alone in his-
tory. Over the years, there have been quite a few 
memorable slip-ups, mishaps and bad jokes during 
campaign seasons. 

Moises Arce, an MU political science professor, 
said these sorts of statements come and go during 
the political season. 

“(The) media is hungry for stories like this every 
week. So next week, there will be a new one. And 
so on,” Arce said.

“Barack, he’s talking down to black people  
on this faith-based (expletive).”

The rev. Jesse Jackson

By PAiGe JoNeS
Blue Valley Northwest High School
Overland Park, Kan.

No matter where you look, 
the 2008 political season is 
everywhere, whether you are 
listening to the radio, read-

ing the newspaper or surfing the web. 
But it’s the Internet that has become 
the latest market for attracting voters  
—  especially younger ones.

Presidential candidates Barack 
Obama and John McCain are using 
Facebook links, YouTube videos 
and Flickr photos to attract younger 
crowds, and local candidates are fol-
lowing suit.

The Pew Internet and American Life 
Project reported in a June study half 
of the American population uses the 
Internet, e-mail, or text messaging to 
communicate with one another about 
the elections. The study also found that 
young voters are four times more like-
ly to use the Internet than older ones.

John Deken, 24, a University of Mis-
souri graduate, says he often goes 
online to obtain political content.

“Given the person seeking informa-
tion, they have a selection of all things 
offered and people like that. Especially 

young people,” Deken, from St. Louis, 
said. 

Others, like MU art graduate Askia 
Bilal, frequently use the internet but 
still gather bits of information from 
more traditional media sources to stay 
informed.

“I also watch TV and listen to the 
radio and just pick up on little things. 
I get a variety of information from 
both campaigns (Obama and McCain),” 
Bilal, 26, said.

But the Internet’s impact doesn’t 
imply older political traditions for ral-
lying support are going by the wayside.  
Candidates for the Ninth Congressional 
District are combining the internet 
with public forums, including one held 
last Monday in Windsor Auditorium at 
Stephens College.

Glenn Rehn, who designs the Web 
site of Democratic candidate Judy 
Baker, says the internet is a good tool, 
but not everyone uses it.

“You have to find a way to reach out 
to voters that is beyond normal, but 
you also have to reach out in more tra-
ditional ways, like a public forum, that 
older people will attend,” Rehn, Baker’s 
deputy field director, said. 

Senior citizens Don and Joan 
Dohrer from Auxvasse, Mo., attended 
the forum and discovered the event 
through a more traditional outlet.

“We found out by newspaper because 
we’re old-fashioned; we don’t use com-
puters,” Don said. 

However, Brock Olivo, a Republican 
candidate for the 9th Congressional 
District from Hermann, Mo., says not 
all older people are beyond learning 
how to use new technology.

“Nowadays so many people are 
online ... Both my grandmothers are 
using the internet and one even knows 
how to email,” Olivo, 32, said.

The internet is not just for the cam-
paigners but for non-partisan organiza-
tions that want to provide the public 

with information about the candidates.
The League of Women’s Voters of 

Columbia-Boone County sent out ques-
tions to each candidate running for 
Boone County offices and those com-
peting in the Missouri State Legisla-
ture. The League posted the responses 
on its Web site.

Elaine Blodgett, president of the 
League of Women’s Voters of Colum-
bia-Boone County, believes this allows 
voters to not only become more 
informed about the candidates, but 
receive a closer and more personal 
view as well. 

 “For our Web site, we ask candidates 
to write something about themselves. 
Our job is to see how close we can get 
to what they’re really thinking.”  

Candidates use Web sites to reach out to young voters

The Politics

Among the top campaign stories during the week of July 7-13, 
statements by non-candidates Jesse Jackson and Phil Gramm 
had the most coverage.

FULL OF GAFFE

CATHRYN DEATHERAGE/MissourianSource: PEWRESEARCH.ORG
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National figures make inappropriate comments both on and off air

The two presidential candidates’ Web sites. LEFT: John McCain. RIGHT: Barack Obama.

Some mimic social-networking sites such as Myspace
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Candidates swing through Mo.

Once again,  Missouri is shaping up to be a 
swing state.    

The state has seen its share of political 
suitors this year. McCain touched down in 

Kansas City last week, while Obama visited Jefferson 

City and St. Louis earlier this summer. Bill and Chel-
sea Clinton came here in support of Hillary. Other 
unsuccessful contenders came through, as well: John 
Edwards, Mike Huckabee, Rudy Giuliani. 

In the way of a more permanent presence, John 

McCain selected Missouri Senator Christopher “Kit” 
Bond to head his statewide campaign here, and Barack 
Obama has relied on support and advice from Missouri 
Senator Claire McCaskill.    

– Urban Pioneer Staff

The Politics

JAE C. HONG/The Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama points to bishops as he arrives at the 48th Quadrennial Ses-
sion of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in St. Louis on July 5.

Presidential contenders visit the heartland to feel the pulse of the nation

ALEX LEWIS/Missourian
Former President Bill Clinton 
made a visit to MU to speak on 
behalf of his wife, former presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton.

ALEX LEWIS/Missourian
John Edwards lists his goals for the next several years while speaking in 
Jefferson City on January 29.

CAROLYN KASTER/The Associated Press
Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain listens to questions at a campaign stop at Union Station 
in Kansas City.

ALEX LEWIS/Missourian
Former Republican presidential 
candidate Mike Huckabee answers 
reporters’ questions at Columbia 
College on March 13.

ANN HERMES/Missourian
Former Republican presidential candidate Rudy Giuliani speaks before 
supporters during a campaign stop in Columbia on Dec. 19, 2007.
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Q & A with Obama, Barr campaigns
Some questions were omitted for length, and some answers were edited for clarity.

The Urban Pioneer contacted Sen. John McCain’s campaign. Representatives were not available for an interview.

By EMILY WILLROTH
Hazelwood West High School
Hazelwood

In a recent telephone interview, Mike Ferguson, regional coordinator for the Bob Barr for President 
campaign, addressed the Libertarian candidate’s campaign tactics, his plans for withdrawing troops 
from Iraq, his ideas for solving the energy crisis and his unique approach to education.

With all due respect, most would consider your 
campaign a long shot. What is your goal? Q
First and foremost, to have a real impact on the 
country. You always run to win. Bob said at the 
national convention that we are not running 

to make a point; we are running this campaign to 
win. We are definitely a long shot. Right now we are 
polling between 6 and 10 percent, but that’s ahead 
of where Ross Perot was back at this point in his 
campaign. We know we can do at least as well as 
Ross Perot. We believe we can do better. Whether we 
win or don’t win we want to make an impact on the 
issues that are getting neglected — the protection of 
personal freedoms.

A

Barr was a member of the Republican party 
for nearly 30 years until switching to the Lib-
ertarian party in 2006. What prompted the 

switch?

Q
After leaving Congress he saw rampant abuses 
of civil liberties and the current administration 
not fulfilling promises. It was an issue of indi-

vidual rights and personal privacy that prompted 
Barr to realize the Republican Party is too far gone 
to return our country to where it needs to be.

A

Barr needs to poll 10 percent nationally in at 
least three polls to get into the “Google/You-
Tube” presidential debate that is scheduled 

for Sept. 18. What are your strategies to reach that 
number?

Q
We are already polling 10 percent in New 
Hampshire, 8 percent in Colorado, and 6 per-
cent nationally. The commissioner on presi-

dential debates still wants 15 percent. We still can 
reach that. Remember, Perot made an impact when 
he was able to get into the debates. The point is the 
candidates do not want to compete with ideas. When 
they compete with money, they have a better chance 
of winning. We are confident we can get him into 
some. 

A

Your campaign’s approach to Iraq seems to be 
immediate withdrawal. Why do you feel this is 
better than the Democrat’s plan for a gradual 

withdrawal?

Q
We can’t leave a vacuum. We can’t yank out in 
a way that will endanger our own troops, but 
we need to agree with the Iraqi government’s 

request for a timetable. Bob will start the process 
of responsibly taking troops out of Iraq on the first 
day he’s in office. It is impossible to remove them all 
overnight, but we need to start as soon as possible to 
give the Iraqis their country back. There is obviously 
a great deal of controversy over why we went in, but 
that’s not what we need to worry about right now. We 
need to worry about removing our troops quickly 
and safely. We are supposedly keeping our forces 
there to build a sovereign country. That sovereign 
country has asked us to leave. We need to get out and 
we need to go as quickly as we possibly can. McCain 
has said we could have bases there for 100 years; 
now Obama is retracting his statements concerning 
withdrawal. Barr is the only one with a consistent 
and effective plan for Iraq.

A

Your campaign talks a lot about taking gov-
ernment out of education as much as pos-
sible, including abolishing the Department 

of Education. What do you have to say to people 
here in Columbia, many of whom attend or work 
at public universities on why your approach may 
be better?

Q

It is a better approach because it allows the 
states and communities to find the right 
approach for their community. What works 

in New York City will not work in Columbia and 
vice versa. The Federal Department of Education 
is nothing but a money pit for the American tax 
payer. 

It’s about empowering parents and local commu-
nities and states to determine what is the best fit 
for their children. The more government and the 
more bureaucracy we have, the less effective the 
quality of education will be. 

We are very proud to call for some drastic 
changes. If one particular school or school district 
isn’t delivering, parents need to be able to move 
them to a new school district. One-size-fits-all edu-
cation mandated by the federal government is not 
the best approach. The universities rely on a great 
deal of federal funding; all we’re asking is to stop 
that from going through Washington D.C., not tak-
ing that funding away. 

Some of these approaches are very different. 
I understand that. The university is obviously 
among the hearts and souls of the community. 
The community doesn’t want that in danger, and 
neither do I. 

We do have to make some changes, though, and 
eliminating the department is a common sense 
approach. Do we really want the same government 
that runs the quality of service we get from the 
post office to make decisions for our education? 
Common sense says no.

A

Your campaign’s solution to the energy crisis 
is to explore drilling in the Outer Continental 
Shelf and Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

What do you have to say to those who are con-
cerned with the effect drilling could have on the 
region’s natural wildlife?

Q

We need to drill. Period. I paid $4.20 a gallon 
just in Kansas City the other day. 
The fact of the matter is that we do have the 

capability to drill far safer than we have before, 
and the bottom line is we’re not utilizing the 
resources available to us in choosing to depend on 
the resources of countries who are our enemies. 
We can still drill and not kill the wildlife. 

The fact of the matter is, our economy is in 
horrible shape, and to forego accessing energy 
resources in our own country because some wild-
life activists have amassed more power than they 
should have is just ludicrous. 

We think gas prices are bad now; five or 10 years 
down the line we’re risking going into a recession 
near what it was in the 1930s. At the same time we 
must promote alternative fuel research.

A

By ALLIE MOONEY
Neuqua Valley High School
Naperville, Ill.

In a telephone interview last week, Debbie Mesloh, Director of 
Communications for Missouri for Senator Barack Obama, com-
mented on the war in Iraq, the economy and the recent controversy 
regarding the New Yorker magazine cover. 

We, as a country, need to 
look at the foreign politi-
cal principle and also 

what people see at home. We 
need to address unemployment, 
bring the troops safely home, 
make sure we get the situation 
in Afghanistan stabilized, and 
invest in the American economy 
so that people can keep their 
homes and get the economy 
back on track. Sen. Obama’s plan 
is to write out his approach in 
foreign and national affairs, an 
approach that takes all of these 
(factors) into consideration.

A

Sen. John McCain and 
many of his supporters say 
it is morally irresponsible to 

leave the Iraqi government while 
it’s still unstable. How would Sen. 
Obama respond to that criticism?

Q

Some critics have said that 
the United States is enter-
ing an economic recession. 

What would be the senator’s plan 
to restabilize the economy?

Q
He would do several things. 
He would give tax breaks 
to middle class, in contrast 

with McCain who … would give 
more tax breaks to the wealthy. 
He (Obama) would also add a 
second stimulus program; we 
would do another round. There 
have been rebate checks going 
out to Americans over the past 6 
months, and Barack would do a 
second round of that.

A

How would Obama respond 
to criticism that he is not 
experienced enough to be 

the commander in chief?
Q

It is important to consider 
how people make judg-
ments.  He has the judg-

ment to lead, and that has been 
shown in the decisions he has 
made. He was early in opposi-
tion to the Iraqi war because … 
when they went in there, there 
was no plan made for a general 
exit and how the Iraqis would 
have a way to self-govern. Like 
he said, “I don’t oppose war, but 
I do oppose a dumb war.”

A

Obama plans to address 
immigration in part by 
securing borders. How 

does he plan to do this specialf-
ically?

Q
I’ll have to get back to you 
on that.A
What is Obama’s reaction 
to the recent New Yorker 
magazine cover?Q
Obama said that he’s seen a 
lot worse. The New Yorker 
has said that they meant it 

to be a satire. However, he has 
expressed concern that it would 
offend Muslim Americans, but 
as far as he is concerned, he has 
seen a lot worse.

A

McCain appears to be 
reaching out to Democrats 
who were upset that Hill-

ary Clinton has dropped out of 
the race. What does Obama plan 
to do to win back those voters? 

Q
What we’ve seen is that 
(Obama) has more rea-
son to be more successful 

because he is able to appeal to 
both Republicans and Libertar-
ians. Certainly, Sen. Clinton has 
pledged support. Overall, his 
ability to be widely appealing 
will perhaps turn some of these 
states that have always been 
red states to blue states. And we 
hope that that will happen for 
Missouri.

A

There has been recent 
criticism that Obama has 
switched views on certain 

issues. How would he respond?
Q

He’s been consistent on the 
issues. He is not one who 
will not look at new infor-

mation … (he is) someone who is 
willing to take in new informa-
tion and update his plan and be 
honest about that. You have to 
look at the entire body and judge 
that over a period of time, not 
just issue by issue.

A

The Politics



By JESSICA STONE
Fenwick High School
Oak Park, Ill.

For Brock Olivo, being a 
Republican candidate 
for the Ninth Con-
gressional District of 

Missouri correlates with the 
fast-paced, demanding game of 
football. 

With no previous political 
experience, he thinks his back-
ground as an MU running back 
in the late 1990s and four years 
in the National Football League 
with the Detroit Lions prepared 
him for confronting adversities 
head-on.

“You take the same qualities 
that took me to Division I foot-
ball, then to the highest level 
of professional sports, which 
are leadership, (the) work ethic, 
dedication, selflessness,” Olivo 
said. “Those are the same quali-
ties that I will take with me to 
the halls of Congress.” 

The former standout isn’t the 
first athlete to enter a career 
in politics.

Richard Nixon (Whittier 
College in California), Gerald 
Ford (University of Michigan) 
and Ronald Reagan (Eureka 
College in Illinois) were college 
football players who entered 
the political realm. 

Former professional athletes 
Steve Largent, Jack Kemp and 
Bill Bradley were also success-
ful politicians.

Largent, a former wide 
receiver for the Seattle 
Seahawks and NFL Hall of 
Famer, served in the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 
Oklahoma’s First District from 
1994 to 2002. After being a 
standout quarterback for the 
San Diego Chargers and the 
Buffalo Bills, Kemp repre-
sented Western New York from 
1971 to 1989 in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Bradley 
was a Hall of Fame basket-
ball player for the New York 
Knicks. He was later elected 
to the U.S. Senate in 1978 and 
served for 20 years.

Chad Moeller, MU assistant 
athletic director for media 
relations, wouldn’t be sur-
prised if Olivo also were to 
have a successful political 
career.

“His experience gives him a 
recognizable profile,” Moeller 
said. “People are looking for 
more than a profile, though.  
Hopefully, his experience at 
Mizzou has helped jump-start 
his political career.”

Craig Stevenson, a senior at 
MU and an intern for the Olivo 
campaign, said he thinks his 
candidate’s experience as an 
athlete at both the college and 
professional level has benefited 
the campaign. He also said he 
thinks Olivo’s ability to balance 
the classroom, the workout 
room and the field highlights 
his take-charge attitude.

“During his junior year at 
Mizzou, he was nominated into 
the Mystical Seven, a secret 
society on campus, for his 
leadership on the field to try 
to make the team a cohesive 
group when they hit the football 
field,” Stevenson said.

The former Mizzou running 
back does, however, have some 
skeptics, who wonder if some-
one with no previous political 
experience is qualified to run a 
congressional campaign.

According to his Web site, 
brockolivo.com, he has never 
voted, which may discourage 
potential voters.

“Brock is a great individual, 
but some people think it is a 

deterrent to be a fresh face in 
Congress,” said Jerry Dowell, 
campaign manager for Blaine 
Luetkemeyer, who is also a 
Republican running for the 
Ninth Congressional District. “I 
want someone with the experi-
ence to represent all values in 
Washington.”

Dowell said he thinks success 
derives from experience. As a 
result, he thinks Luetkemeyer 
is a more suitable candidate.

However, Olivo does not take 
himself for the average politi-
cian.

“I’m the citizens’ representa-
tive in this race,” he said. “I’m 
not part of the establishment, 
and people love that.  I’m not 
part of the same old, same old.”

Even if he were a traditional 
politician, Olivo said he thinks 
his football background would 
give him an edge.

“They’re both contact sports, 
except in football at least you 
have referees that are watching 
your back,” he said. “Politics in 
fact may be a little more cut-
throat than the NFL.”
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By BRIDGET BOTCHWAY 
BRADLEY
Eleanor Roosevelt High School
Greenbelt, Md.

Brock Olivo is a former foot-
ball player and a Republican 
making his first bid for elected 
office. He calls himself a politi-
cal conservative on most issues. 
He identifies with and takes cues 
from one of the candidates in the 
national presidential campaign: 
Democrat Barack Obama. 

It may seem strange that a 
Republican is comparing him-
self to someone in a rival politi-
cal party. But Olivo, 32, who 
is running for Congress from 
Missouri’s 9th District, admires 
the way Obama has reached out 
to young voters and won over 
that key demographic group.

“Its time for some new blood 
in Capitol Hill” is a phrase Olivo 
emphasizes, which is similar 
to Obama slogan, “It’s time for 
a change.” According to Olivo, 
both of the newcomers have 
“fresh blood.”  In that respect, 
Olivo has no problem saying he 
is more similar to Obama than 
he is to Republican presidential 
candidate John McCain.

Olivo’s situation illustrates 
how some local candidates are 
following the national election 
and mimicking the candidates’ 
tactics, messages and themes. 
On both local and national cam-
paigns, candidates are talking 
about the same major issues. 
In the elections for governor, 
Congress and Columbia City 
Council, candidates most often 
will shadow the national election 
on issues that include the envi-
ronment, high gas prices, war in 
Iraq, the economy, public health 
care — and now how to inspire 
young voters. 

“I really have to give the 
Democratic Party credit in the 
fact that they are reaching out 
and embracing and welcoming 
young, vibrant and more dynam-
ic candidates such as Barack 
Obama,” Olivo said. 

At a forum on July 14 at Ste-

phens College for Democrats 
and Republicans running to 
represent the 9th Congressional 
District, nine candidates trick-
led in with crisp suits and ties, 
surrounded by their campaign 
aides distributing stickers and 
posters. Residents showed their 
support — one wore a shirt that 
read “I Love Blue States,” a nod 
to her Democratic preference in 
a national election that could be 
close.

During the forum the modera-
tor questioned the candidates 
about topics also in the national 
campaign, such as Social Secu-
rity and drilling in Alaska.

Judy Baker, a representative 
in the Missouri house and a 
candidate for the 9th District 
seat, stressed health care, the 
economy and veteran affairs.  

“We know what we need to 
do in America,” Baker said. 
Her intern, Amanda Perry of 
Middlebury College in Vermont, 
explained why she supports 
Baker.

“She is fighting for a change 
in Washington D.C. and has the 
political courage to make a dif-
ference,” Perry said.

Olivo arrived with an entou-
rage of about half a dozen young 
people to match his youthful 
image. Among Olivo’s group was 
Gus Wagner, 37, a consultant 
who helped create the candi-
date’s yellow-and-black MU-
themed Web site, which offers 
video clips and bios narrated by 
Olivo.

“I thought the best way to 
really reach out to his audience 
was to speak in his own voice,” 
Wagner said.

That voice is not shy about 
criticizing his own party, if nec-
essary.

“I don’t believe the Republican 
Party is doing a good job of … 
embracing younger candidates,” 
Olivo said, “and it’s not reaching 
out to the youth, to the younger 
generation, like it could and, in 
my opinion, like it really should.”

Olivo: Athletes’ skills 
useful in political realm

Local congressional candidates  
follow national message, tactics

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
Brock Olivo speaks to Columbia residents at Stephens College.

FERDOUS AL-FARUQUE/MUJW
Judy Baker, left, and Lyndon Bode speak at Stephens College on July 14.

The Politics
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By TYLER CACEK
Rock Bridge High School
Columbia

For Columbia artist David Spear, political art-
work is a form of creative therapy.

Columbia Daily Tribune political cartoonist 
John Darkow sees his work as a way to stir 

up public discussion about politics.
“It’s about being provocative — making people 

think,” Darkow said.
Both men create art that speaks to current issues, 

such as the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11 and Hurri-
cane Katrina.

Framing 
politics

Photos by TYLER A. CACEK/Missourian
ABOVE: David Spear puts finishing touches to his painting of musician Buddy Guy on Wednesday. Spear 
uses his art to depict the Columbia cityscape and to express his political views.
BELOW: Spear creates satirical paintings of politicians such as John Kerry, Hillary Clinton and George 
W. Bush. This 2004 painting depicts Bush. Spear’s desire is for viewers to develop their own interpreta-
tions of his work, which may differ from his own concept. 

Artists express views on state and national 
figures through colors and caricatures

Spear may be best known for 
his paintings of cityscapes and 
jazz musicians. But some of his 
other subjects include Washing-
ton politicians, weapons of mass 
destruction and the awarding 
of the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom 
to George Tenet, for-
mer CIA director.

“As an artist that’s 
a part of society, 
there is some sort of 
obligation to speak 
for its conscience,” 
he said.

Spear, 33, works at 
his studio, Alleyway 
Arts, located in an 
alley behind Broad-
way. A St. Louis 
native, Spear attend-
ed the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis before moving 
to Columbia eight years ago.

In 2004, he painted a duo of 36-
inch-by-72-inch paintings about 
the presidential election. In one, 
“The Highwire Escapades of 
Mr. Fancy Pants,” Spear depicts 
George W. Bush upside down 
above a burning Iraqi city, sip-
ping from a wine glass filled with 
oil. Its counterpart, “The Fleeting 
Ascension of the Questionable 
Man,” illustrates John Kerry in 
Vietnam, being pulled away by 
an imaginary dove while drop-
ping an M-16 rifle and his combat 

medals.
“They are just things that I do 

to get out of my system,” he said. 
“I can’t interact with people on 
the street and debate them, but 
I can make art and someone can 

either look at it and 
choose to ignore or 
understand it.”

Still, Spear wor-
ries about the effect 
that political artwork 
could have on his 
reputation, and he 
doesn’t want to turn 
people away.  “You 
have to make things 
that sell; I have a 
wife and two kids,” 
he said. “We have a 
trickle-down econ-
omy. What do you 
think people will buy 

first: bread or art?”
Darkow, 51, has worked at 

the Tribune for nine years and 
has had his cartoons published 
in Time and Newsweek. His 
cartoons have touched on such 
issues as the e-mail controversy 
surrounding Gov. Matt Blunt, 
American dependence on foreign 
oil and global warming.

Unlike Spear, Darkow is not so 
worried about public perception.

“I can’t worry about reputa-
tion,” he said. “Quite frankly, it’s 
already out there — it’s either 
ruined or enhanced.”

“As an artist 
that’s a part of 
society, there 
is some sort of 
obligation to 
speak for its 
conscience.”

DaviD spear
Political artist

It’s about being 
provocative — 

making  
people think.

JOHN DarKOW
Political cartoonist, Columbia Daily Tribune

I can’t interact with 
people on the street 

and debate them, 
but I can make art 
and someone can 

either look at it and 
choose to ignore or 

understand it.
DaviD spear
Political artist

Political Expression




