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tradition of giving students ‘a dose of reality’ 
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Thank you to our sponsors

By JACQUELYNN SIMS
Hickman Mills High School
Kansas City

For the past 36 years, the 
Missouri Urban Journalism 
Workshop has exposed high 
school journalists to the pro-
fession’s realities. Year 37 is no 
different.

The workshop, founded by 
MU journalism professor Dr. 
Robert P. Knight, is sponsored 
by the Dow Jones Newspaper 
Fund and the Missouri School 
of Journalism. 

The original purpose of the 
workshop was to encourage 
minority high school students 
to consider journalism for a 
career. MUJW is the longest-
running journalism workshop 
for minority high school stu-
dents in the country and has 
produced many professional 
journalists.

“You can expect the students 
to get a dose of reality: college 
life, journalism, diversity and 
professionalism,” said the pro-
gram’s director, Anna Romero, 
associate professor of radio and 
television news at MU.

The highly selective work-
shop lasts for 10 days on the 
Columbia campus and has on 
average 24 students each sum-
mer, all of whom are chosen 

for print, broadcast (initiated in 
the program in 1972) or conver-
gence (initiated in 1984).

Applications are sent to Mis-
souri’s Journalism School from 
across the country. Portfolios 
are reviewed, names are sug-
gested, but in the end, only a 
select few receive the call. This 
year, 19 were chosen to repre-
sent their schools and cities.

“When I came here I was just 
surrounded by excellence,” 
said 1988 workshop attendee 
Teresa Taylor-Williams, who’s 
now an education reporter with 
the Muskegon Chronicle in 
Muskegon, Mich.

Taylor-Williams has come 
back to the program to be a 
coach/editor for students for 
her sixth year. “(The workshop) 
teaches the importance of giv-
ing back.”

Throughout the years the 
workshop has changed — 
through technology, through its 
faculty and even through its 
name. 

In 1989, Knight changed the 
title of the workshop from the 
Missouri Urban Journalism 
Workshop to AHANA, which 
stood for the African, Hispanic, 
Asian, Native American Jour-
nalism Workshop. It kept its 
name until this year. A lawsuit 

was filed in 2006 against Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty for accepting and then reject-
ing a student for not being an 
ethnic minority. A settlement in 
the lawsuit required Dow Jones 
to notify the workshops they 
sponsor that programs must be 
inclusive of all. It also meant 
that program names would not 
refer to ethnicity, thus AHANA 
went back to MUJW.

Despite the name changes, 
many journalists have gone 
through MUJW and have lead 
successful careers, such as 
Taylor-Williams, Lissette Arge-
nal, now with Univision Ari-
zona in Phoenix; Cedric Kyles, 
popularly known as “Cedric the 
Entertainer”; and Russ Mitch-
ell, an anchor for the Sunday 
edition of the “CBS Evening 
News.”

“A lot of youths got a career 
that is meaningful to everyone 
and to themselves,” said Doris 
Barnhart, administrative assis-
tant for the workshop.

In the workshop, students are 
treated as professional journal-
ists, researching and writing 
articles on topics for the Urban 
Pioneer. The Urban Pioneer is 
distributed inside the Columbia 
Missourian, the morning daily  
newspaper in the city.

COVER Top (left to right): Juanito Lopez, Alejandra Lopez; Raul Alderete; Sokkheng So, Lucy Lin, Channy 
Chhor. Bottom (left to right) Shpend Ibraimi; Magareth Jacques; Helena Glay, Marie Kombila, Suzan Deng. 
Photos by Joshua A. Bickel
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Increasing costs cited to maintain government program 

U.S. immigration: An overview

By ABUBAKARR BANGURA
DuVal High School
Landover, Md. 

An activist group’s effort to eliminate 
the use of racial preferences in college 
admissions is coming to Missouri. 

The American Civil Rights Coalition, 
which previously led the voter cam-
paign to end race-based admissions in 
California, Washington and Michigan, is 
leading the charge in Missouri and four 
other states as part of a 2008 effort the 
group is calling a “Super Tuesday for 
Equal Rights.”

The group hopes to collect enough 
voter signatures to put initiatives on the 
ballot in Missouri, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Colorado and Arizona.

“The plan is to make laws more uniform 
across states,” said Diane Schachterle, 
a spokeswoman for the coalition. The 
group’s chairman is conservative activ-
ist Ward Connerly, a former University 
of California regent and outspoken foe 
of affirmative action.

“Affirmative action programs that 
give preference based on race or sex 
have become nothing more than state-
sponsored discrimination,” Connerly 
said. “It is our opinion that the over-
whelming majority of the American 
people believe everyone, regardless of 
skin color or sex, should have an equal 
chance to compete for good paying jobs 
and college admission. Diversity and 
other good intentions should not trump 
equal treatment under the law.”

The proposed ballot measure would 
prohibit discrimination or “preferen-
tial treatment” in public employment, 
public education and public contracting, 
Schachterle said.

The Missouri initiative will be led by 
Tim Asher, a former admissions direc-
tor at North Central Missouri College, 
who said he lost his job in 2004 after 
he complained about a scholarship pro-
gram he said discriminated against 
white students.

In Columbia, MU considers an appli-
cant’s race as part of a what officials 
call a “holistic review process” for those 
who do not score high enough on stan-
dardized tests and qualify for direct 
admission.

Barbara Rupp, the university’s direc-
tor of admissions, previously told the 
Missourian that between 8 and 12 per-
cent of the approximately 11,000 stu-
dents who apply annually are subject 
to a committee review that considers 
“extenuating circumstances,” such as 
disability, race, family history and evi-
dence of overcoming adversity. 

No more than 10 percent of admissions 
for any freshman class can be admitted 
as exceptions, she said.

By ARWA MOHAMMAD
Rock Bridge High School
Columbia

Who is an American? The identity of a 
nation — and the identity of its citizens 
— is ever-changing, especially in a coun-
try founded by immigrants. While Lady 
Liberty welcomes all, many wonder how 
lasting her generosity will be.

The debate over who is an American 
was a major discussion in the last Con-
gress and is shaping up as a major issue 
in the 2008 presidential election.

Just ask President George W. Bush, 
whose much-touted amnesty bill would 
have allowed certain undocumented 
immigrants to become legal residents 
while also tightening border control. 
But Bush’s proposal failed to gain 
congressional approval. Both senators 
from Missouri, Republican Kit Bond 
and Democrat Claire McCaskill, voted 
against the bill.

Lawmakers in Jefferson City have 
also struggled with the question of 
how to better control who enters the 
state’s borders to live, work and play. 
A legislative package that would have 
required employers to verify their 
workers’ immigration status while 
also prohibiting undocumented immi-
grants from attending college also 
failed to pass in the most recent ses-
sion.

Jean-Robert Leguey-Feilleux, a politi-
cal science professor at St. Louis Uni-
versity, said that legislation alone can’t 
necessarily solve the immigration 
dilemma.

“It’s going to take more than legisla-
tion to bring an end to the phenomenon,” 
he said. “The solution is to make people 
less willing, less anxious to leave their 
countries, and that means development 
(in other countries).”

The United States isn’t the only coun-
try grappling with how to preserve its 
national identity while also welcoming 
newcomers.

“The rich countries are aimed at 
by the people who are starving or not 
able to make a decent living in the 
poor countries of the world,” Leguey-
Feilleux said. 

For many Americans, the immigra-
tion debate is deeply personal.

“It’s a hot issue because of the size 
of the phenomenon,” Leguey-Feilleux 
said. “When it comes to the wave 
of immigration coming from Latin 
America through Mexico, we are 
faced with people who are entering 
illegally. Other Americans are upset 
about this because they say, ‘Well it 
takes jobs that would normally go to 
American citizens.’” 

The Urban Institute, an independent 
research organization, estimates that 
9.3 million undocumented immigrants 
live in the U.S., but some estimates put 
the population as high as 12 million. 
An estimated 35,000 to 65,000 undocu-
mented immigrants live in Missouri, 
according to the institute.  

The rising tide of immigration in 
mid-Missouri, especially from Spanish-
speaking countries, led to the creation 
in 2001 of Centro Latino. The Columbia-
based organization offers advice and 

support in health care, education and 
other issues.

While many immigrants from Mexico 
and other Hispanic countries initially 
settled on the two coasts, the Midwest 
is becoming a growing destination, 
researchers note.

As home to the state’s flagship univer-
sity and two other colleges, Columbia 
has long been a hub for international 
arrivals. Handy Williamson, vice pro-
vost for international programs and stra-
tegic initiatives at MU, said the cultural 
influx has benefited the university.

“We have persons come to Colum-
bia from all over the world,” he said. 
“They’ve managed to increase enroll-
ment. They have a unique impact in that 
they contribute to our cultural diversity. 
Many of the graduate student research-
ers are from other countries.”

With Hispanics expected to overtake 
blacks as America’s largest minority, 
the political, social and cultural land-
scape of America will require a new 
way of thinking — regardless of what 
lawmakers in Washington and beyond 
decide. 

In the long run, legal changes might 
be less important than acceptance of the 
changing face of America, a nation of 
immigrants, said Leguey-Feilleux.

“Becoming more tolerant will not 
(reverse) the problem,” Leguey-Feilleux 
said. “At least it will be able to help 
those coming in to become more readily 
integrated, and I think it would be an 
advantage to everybody to be better off 
as a community.”

Organization 
works to end 
race-based 
admissions

Customs’ application fees to rise

EXPENSE EXPANSION
U.S. Immigration Services will increase 
filing fees for the N-400 and the I-485 
beginning July 30.

*Includes fingerprinting 
and photography fees

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security

TYLER METZGER/MIssourian
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By NANDINI BALIAL
R.L. Paschal High School
Fort Worth, Texas

Fees for applications filed by immi-
grants to receive benefits and obtain 
permanent residency and citizenship 
are expected to increase next week.

Fees are being raised by the U.S. 
Customs and Immigration Service after 
July 30. Immigrants who wish to gain 
permanent legal status (obtained by fil-
ing an I-485) will have to pay $930, up 
from $325. An application to become a 
naturalized citizen (known as an N-400) 
will cost $675, up from $400. 

Certain changes in policy accompany 
the price increase: Immigrants waiting 
for notification of permanent residency 
have had to renew temporary docu-
ments yearly, which meant annual pay-
ments. Now, the up-front fee of $930 will 
cover the cost of renewal.

The rise in fees arrives at a time when 
immigration rates are increasing con-
siderably from year to year. The Office 
of Immigrant Statistics reported an 8 
percent increase in the legal perma-
nent resident flow from 2005 to 2006, 
compared with 6 percent from 2004 to 
2005. 

USCIS is required to review its prices 

every two years, said Marilu Cabrera, 
a public affairs officer for the agency. 
“We had to do a complete overhaul of 
our fees and wouldn’t have been able to 
operate if we hadn’t,” she said. “We need 
to raise the fees to provide quality ser-
vice to applicants and a good working 
environment for our employees.” USCIS 
is not funded by tax dollars.

Some think that the price increase 
won’t deter immigration. “People will 
still do anything to get here,” said immi-
gration lawyer Ravi Kanwal of Denver. 
“It takes roughly $5,000 for a family to 
move to the States, and they typically 
earn between $20,000 to $30,000 their 
first year.”  

David Aguayo, a junior at MU who 
received citizenship two months ago, 
echoed this sentiment. “The major 
reason that immigrants migrate is to 
improve their socioeconomic life, so a 
fee won’t stop them,” he said. “Other 
things will stop them, like not qualify-
ing or meeting the requirements, but 
a high fee can easily be resolved with 
time.”

Aguayo’s brother Moises, a sophomore 
at MU who has not yet received citizen-
ship, agrees. “Those dedicated enough 
will not (let money) stand in the way of 

their goals. And like everything else an 
immigrant endures, it will be through 
sacrifices that their goals are met.”
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Will DREAM Act come true? 

By ARWA MOHAMMAD
Rock Bridge High School
Columbia

With 15.6 percent of Americans lacking health 
insurance, nearly every presidential candidate talks 
about his or her own plans for reform.

Often, the blame for high health costs is placed on 
undocumented and uninsured immigrants tapping 
into the health care system.

Regardless of a patient’s immigration status, the 
law requires hospitals to provide health care to a 
certain extent to everyone, according to Dave Dillon, 
spokesman for the Missouri Hospitals Association in 
Jefferson City.

“Hospitals are required to treat anyone who comes 
into the emergency room,” Dillon said. “Hospitals 
try to get (patients) to where they’re ambulatory and 
where they can go home.”

Not everyone agrees that immigrant costs are the 
cause of high health costs.

Researchers of a 2005 nationwide study on immi-
grants and health care in the American Journal of 
Public Health found that health care expenditures are 
substantially lower for immigrants than for U.S.-born 
people.

According to the report, “Our study refutes the 
assumption that immigrants represent a dispropor-
tionate financial burden on the U.S. health care sys-
tem.”

The Missouri Foundation for Health is one source of 
help for immigrants. 

“We do have some programs that we fund that are 
specifically targeting the immigrant population in 
various parts of Missouri,” said Bev Pfeifer-Harms, 
director of communications at the Missouri Founda-
tion for Health. 

“People who are underinsured or uninsured come 
in in all areas of our state. It reaches across all demo-
graphics, all ethnicities. 

“Our goal is to help all Missourians who need better 
access to better health care to get it, and  we do that 
with these programs,” she said.

For non-emergency health care, the Family Health 
Center in Columbia provides services for free or at a 
low cost for those who qualify.

Last year, it provided free care to 10,000 patients.
“Federally qualified health centers provide services 

to the entire community,” Director Gloria Crull said.
“What’s unique about them is that they can provide 

services to low-income, uninsured persons, and we do 
that by means of a federal grant that subsidizes the 
discounts that we provide.”

Patients are asked to provide “standard demo-
graphic information,” according to Crull. “And then 
we ask for income documentation, because in order 
to use the discount program we have to determine if 
they’re eligible.”

Crull has seen an increase in the number of His-
panic patients — immigrant and nonimmigrant — but 
the increase is small and reflects the small size of the 
overall minority population here.

Health care providers are taking steps to be sensi-
tive to the needs of this area’s diverse population.

“Health beliefs vary widely by culture and so what 
we have tried to adopt is an approach that we do not 
make assumptions about what this patient thinks or 
feels about health care,” Crull said.

“We try to draw from the patient their perspective 
and work with them. I think its important to remem-
ber that as providers of care we can help the patient 
and their family address their medical needs, but we 
cannot assume the responsibility for them.” 

By CYNTHIA YANG  
MU
Columbia

Living 2,011 miles away from her parents, Marie 
Gonzalez has endured the stresses of college while at 
the center of a bitter and public deportation debate. 

Gonzalez, 21 and a senior at Westminster College in 
Fulton majoring in political science and international 
business, wants to become an immigration attorney.

Gonzalez’s parents left the 
United States voluntarily in 
2005 after immigration officials 
threatened to deport them. How-
ever, the Department of Home-
land Security, for unknown rea-
sons, gave Gonzalez three exten-
sions so that she could remain in 
this country. She currently has 
a deferred status, but the next 
extension slated for next year 
will be her last unless Congress 
changes the law.

Her deferral gives Gonzalez permission to be in 
the U.S. until June 30, 2008. This makes her eligible 
for a work permit and a driver’s license. She attends 
school as an international student because she does not 
qualify for domestic benefits.

Gonzalez has been able to pay for tuition with schol-
arships based on grades and community service, then 
pays the rest on her own. She was, however, struggling 
during her last semester and had to take out an inter-
national student loan to pay her fees.

She lives with a friend’s family in Jefferson City and 
is unemployed. 

“I have gotten through all these struggles through 
lots of prayers, great parents and lots of great friends 
and understanding people,” Gonzalez said. “It’s been a 
rough road. You’d think I’d have a thicker skin by now, 
but I don’t. It still hurts a lot.” 

Gonzalez came to the United States in 1991 with her 
parents, Marvin and Marina, from their native coun-
try of Costa Rica. According to newspaper articles, 
sources erroneously told the family they could secure 
U.S. citizenship by staying in the country seven years. 
During that time, Marvin worked as a courier for then 
Gov. Bob Holden, and Marina volunteered as a Spanish 
teacher and sponsor for an after-school program.

After an anonymous tipster told immigration offi-
cials to check the Gonzalez family for proof of citi-
zenship, the government deported Marie’s parents to 
their native country on July 5, 2005. The couple chose 
voluntary departure, left on their own terms and paid 
for their trip to Costa Rica.

Gonzalez’s first extension was in July 2005, four 
days before her parents were scheduled to leave. In 
order for Gonzalez to continue to stay in the country, 
she must re-file papers and letters of support from 
Congress annually.

If the government does not delay her deportation, 
Gonzalez says she will voluntarily return to Costa Rica 
and try to finish school. It will be difficult because 
school fees are so expensive. She will try to get a job 
to pay the costs and help her parents improve their 
living conditions. 

“I’m not saying this to make people feel sorry for 
them. I’m saying this because people had this warped 
idea that somehow after being away from Costa Rica 
for 14 years and going back with so little money, they 
were going to be able to make a wonderful comeback. 
As you can see, we are still waiting for this comeback 
and all three of us try to help each other out whenever 
possible,” she continued.

“It’s difficult for sure.”  

Marie Gonzales: 
Student still faces 
deportation next June

By KRISTIN KASTAK
Belvidere North High School
Belvidere, Ill.

Immigrant high school students 
are looking to the government for a 
chance to continue their education 
in this country. 

The Development, Relief and 
Education for Alien Minors, also 
known as The DREAM Act, focus-
es on helping students who attend 
college or join the military to 
receive citizenship, and offers in-
state tuition to students. It removes 
a section from a previous act, the 
Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigration Responsibility Act 
of 1996, which discourages states 
from providing in-state tuition to 
undocumented students.

The DREAM Act would provide 
a way for immigrant students to 
acquire citizenship, but only if they 
graduated from high school in the 
U.S. Students would have to attend 
college for at least two years, or 
they have the option to go into the 
military.

While introduced in different 
forms since 2001, the latest ver-
sion of the act was defeated as part 
of the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Act of 2007. Although the 
immigration bill failed on July 5, 
education leaders are still trying to 
pass the DREAM Act separately.

According to a National Associa-
tion for Bilingual Education Study, 
357,000 immigrant children in U.S. 
schools have been in the country 
for more than five years. 

Andrea Pardo is one of the 
357,000 eligible who would ben-
efit from the DREAM Act. Pardo 
is a Kansas State University stu-
dent with a dream of becoming an 
architect. 

When she was finishing high 
school, Pardo had achieved aca-
demic honors, was an athlete, and 
had worked many hours of com-
munity service. Before she gradu-
ated, her future was waiting on the 
decision of the Kansas authorities, 
who passed their own version of 
the DREAM Act. 

“I need it, I serve this country 
with all I can,” said Pardo. 

She also spreads the word around 
her community on what is happen-
ing in the government and how 

they are handling these issues. 
The act has made an impact on 

not only Pardo, but also Marie Gon-
zalez.

Gonzalez is a student at West-
minster College, in Fulton, who 
has faced deportation and has a 
deferral to be in the U.S. until 2008. 
She supports the DREAM Act’s 
passage.  

Under the proposed legislation, 
Gonzalez would qualify to remain 
in the U.S. while continuing her 
education and would eventually be 
granted citizenship. This act, how-
ever, must pass during this con-
gressional session in order to ben-
efit her. If not passed, she will be 
deported and ineligible to return 
to the U.S. 

Gonzalez said that it is important 
for students to get the chance to 
continue their education. She said 
that these are kids that want to be 
involved and want to give back to 
a country that is giving them so 
much.

“It could open a path for many 
children to reach their educa-
tional dreams,” said Pardo, “and 
would open a path for citizenship.” 

Urban Pioneer reporter Cynthia Yang 
contributed to this report.

The bill would aid 
education and  
boost citizenship.

Checking health bills 

Gonzales in 2005 
AP FIle Photo
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Carlos paid a ‘coyote’ and crossed a desert for a job as a cook in Columbia

A WORKER WITHOUT PAPERS
By SANGEETA SHASTRY
Mary Institute and Country Day School
St. Louis

Editor’s note: Carlos is an undocu-
mented immigrant in Columbia. He 
agreed to be interviewed by The Urban 
Pioneer on the condition that his sur-
name and his workplace not be pub-
lished. Carlos is real, but the circum-
stances of his entry into the United 
States and the details of his story are 
representative of other Latino immi-
grants who are in this country illegally.

Carlos, a stocky 20-year-old with a 
caramel complexion, risked almost 
everything to live in the United States.

An undocumented immigrant from 
Chiapas, Mexico, Carlos (his real name) 
paid $3,000 to a “coyote” — one who 
leads small groups of South American 
and Mexican nationals across the bor-
der illegally for a fee — to guide him 
safely to a U.S. city. 

He walked across the Arizona des-
ert, ran out of food and water and 
lost his guide. He waited for weeks to 
be squeezed into a truck with other 
immigrants anxious to travel hundreds 
of miles to anywhere in the U.S., hid-
ing from authorities until settling in 
Columbia.

Carlos is one of about 9.3 million 
undocumented immigrants in the U.S., 
according to 2004 statistics from the 
Urban Institute, an independent orga-
nization that analyzes, researches and 
evaluates social issues and programs.

In Missouri, the Pew Hispanic Center 
estimates there were 35,000 to 65,000 
undocumented immigrants in 2005.

Along the U.S. southern edge, Mexi-
can residents scramble across the bor-
der, looking for a chance to prosper. 
They share a common plight, but each 
has a story to tell.

Mixing broken English into his con-
versation, Carlos, a cook at a Colum-
bia restaurant, said his journey across 
the border began four years ago with 
his two brothers, Pedro and Juan. The 
three followed their sister, Betty, who 
arrived a year earlier in the U.S. and 
has since settled in Michigan with a 
child.

Carlos traveled by automobile to a 
small town called Nogales, just south 
of the border. There, he paid the coyote 
and began a treacherous walk to oppor-
tunity.

“It was no good,” Carlos said about his 
struggle through the desert.

Forty people joined Carlos in the ini-
tial trek from Nogales. And after days 
of walking through the sandy, arid cli-
mate, they heard cries ring out from 
their fellow travelers: “Hey, the trucks 
are coming over here!”

Border patrol vehicles had circled the 
group many times, and the original 40 
people accompanying Carlos dwindled 
to five as the group scattered.

“We knew nothing about the desert,” 

Carlos recalled. “North, south, noth-
ing.”

Separated from their guide, the small 
group wandered in the heat with no 
sense of direction for five hours.

“I thought we were walking back to 
Mexico,” Carlos said. Eventually, they 
had a chance encounter with a second 
coyote, who steered them in the direc-
tion of the border.

Once across the boundary, they hid in 
a small southwestern Native American 
community in Arizona as they waited 
for transportation to go farther north. 
And although the U.S. Border Patrol 
officials were suspicious of the activity 
in the area, they conducted no searches 
while Carlos was waiting and hiding.

Carlos said those who fled Nogales 
with him used simple phrases for the 
border patrol’s activity, often passing 
on the message that “immigration’s 
rolling.”

When it finally came time for him to 
be transported to the northern part of 
the United States, Carlos said he was 
placed in the trailer of a truck with 100 
other people also hiding in the commu-
nity. He said he endured the cramped 
conditions for an hour as the group 
traveled to Phoenix. From Phoenix, he 
made his way to Columbia to accept a 
job.

Carlos said he often thinks about his 
family in Chiapas. He said he regularly 
and easily communicates with his par-

ents by telephone, calling them every 
Sunday and speaking with them for 
about an hour at a time.

His job, he said, provides him with 
enough income to mail a significant 
portion to a bank in Chiapas for his 
parents.

Carlos said he has not experienced 
discrimination or resentment toward 
immigrants or undocumented workers 
because, he said, there is an incentive 
for employers to seek out such work-
ers.

“We work the whole day,” Carlos said. 
“Extra hours and everything.”

He said working legally would be dif-
ficult because it requires official papers 
and identification. The language bar-
rier also is a problem, but Carlos said he 
doesn’t need to speak much English as a 
cook in his restaurant’s kitchen.

Carlos said the physical distance 
between him and his family takes an 
emotional toll each day. But he said he 
believes the economic opportunities in 
the United States are much brighter 
than in Mexico. The advantages compel 
Carlos to remain here, he said, if only 
temporarily. 

For example, in Chiapas, a worker 
earns about $130 a week on a construc-
tion job that would pay almost $500 a 
week in the U.S. In Mexico, he said, 
food and taxes eat up what little salary 
many people earn.

As for his future, Carlos said he hopes 

to one day marry and provide every-
thing for his wife and children — a 
house and a “negocio” (a small business 
or store) he hopes to own one day.

His plans call for him to return to Chi-
apas in December. But he also intends 
to re-enter the United States illegally, 
despite the dangers he experienced 
four years ago.

When asked why he would choose 
the same route after his journey, Car-
los said he doesn’t know how to enter 
legally.  

He will risk it again anyway because 
he knows the  benefits of work and the 
drawbacks of frivolity.

He told a story about his friend, anoth-
er immigrant, who found a job and a 
good salary in the U.S. a few years ago. 
His friend spent much of his money on 
cars, alcohol and parties.

“He came here for fun,” Carlos said. 
When his friend returned to Mexico, 
“He didn’t have anything there — 
money, food, anything.”

Carlos said his friend quite often 
became depressed. Witnessing his 
friend’s situation, Carlos said he now 
understands that success depends on 
dedication.

Another reason he risked so much 
to come here to work can be found in 
his advice to immigrants — legal or 
undocumented.

“Don’t be distracted,” he said. “You 
need to work for (success).”

A border fence separates the U.S. (left) from Mexico (right) in downtown Nogales, Ariz., shown here in 2006. More fenc-
ing is expected to be built this fall along the Texas border, according to Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff.

AP File Photo
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Children bridge a language and culture gap

By BARBARA MANINGAT
Platte County R-III High School
Platte City

Imagine moving to a foreign country where every-
one spoke in gibberish. Nothing sounded familiar, and 
communication seemed like a lost cause.

Laura Domingo knows this feeling well, coming here 
from Barcelona, Spain. She arrived in 2005 to study 
food science at MU, and she spoke little English.

As someone who learned English quickly to connect 
to the American culture, Domingo said that all immi-
grants should learn the host language — an opinion 
shared by some state legislatures.

“I think that first, they should learn English. So if 
Americans can learn some Spanish and help them, 
that would be good,” Domingo said. “But I think the 
people that came here should learn the language first 
of all.”

Domingo said in order to break down the initial 
barrier of many non-English-speaking immigrants, 
learning a country’s language is imperative.

Missouri Sen. Kevin Engler, R-Farmington, agreed 
and was one of the sponsors of a proposed amendment 
to make English the language of all official proceed-
ings in Missouri. 

“It will help (the immigrants) by forcing them to 
speak English,” said Jarad Falk, assistant to the sena-

tor. 
The legislature this spring approved sending the 

proposed amendment to voters in November 2008.
Regardless of background, culture, or politics, Eng-

lish is the most commonly spoken language in the 
U.S. The Census Bureau’s 2006 Statistical Abstract 
of the U.S. reported that more than two-thirds of the 
American population claim English as their native 
language. 

But completely adapting to the culture and speech 
of the U.S. is not advised, according to Noor Azizan-
Gardner, director of Programming and Professional 
Development at MU. 

“I think, you know, English is the language here, and 
everyone speaks that,” said Azizan-Gardner, “but they 
shouldn’t forget their mother tongue.” 

She said it is crucial to find a balance between the 
cultures of the home and host countries.

 “You have to have both identities to succeed,” she 
said. 

Domingo recalls how difficult it can be when people 
don’t speak the same language. She said South Ameri-
cans who immigrate to Barcelona have problems 
because a different dialect of Spanish is spoken 
there. 

She said: “Just learn the language of the place you 
want to live.”

Legislator questions use of native tongue

By ALEXANDRA SIFFERLIN
Benilde-St. Margaret’s School
Edina, Minn.

When the Lopez family reached the 
hospital, 8-year-old Alejandra had a 
string of questions for the doctor who 
examined her. Were X-rays necessary? 
What’s the extent of the injury? What 
treatment would be required?

After each response from the doctor, 
Alejandra would turn to her mother, 
Maria, and translate briefly in Spanish. 
The X-rays showed the little girl’s hand 
was broken, and she would need a cast. 
She dutifully translated, even though 
she was in pain.

Alejandra, who taught herself Eng-
lish, is used to these situations. She 
works as a language broker for her 
family. 

Language brokers are immigrant 
children who serve as full-time trans-
lators between their families and the 
outside community. 

The responsibility is considerable for 
a child of her age, but Alejandra enjoys 
being an essential part in her mother’s 
day-to-day survival. 

Language brokers help translate for 
their parents in post offices, banks, 
department stores, schools and medical 
offices.

Alejandra frequently has had to inter-
act and translate with hospital staff. 

“My sister was real sick and my mom 
didn’t know what to say,” she said. “We 
went to the emergency room, and I told 
the doctor what she was saying, and I’d 
tell (my mom) what the doctor said in 
Spanish.”

Alejandra fits the typical profile of 
a language broker. “It appears that 
some of the qualities include starting 
to broker between the ages 8 and 12,” 
said Alejandro Morales, a doctoral can-

didate in counseling psychology at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. “(It) 
is usually the oldest child, and most of 
them are female.” 

Alejandra’s 9-year-old cousin, Juan 
Lopez, is also a translator for his par-
ents. “Yesterday we went to the store 
and (my mom) paid more than what she 
had to,” Juan said, “I had to show her 
how to check the receipt and I had to 
talk to (the cashier) and figure out the 
money.”

Morales is co-author of “Language 
Brokering: An Integrative Review of 
the Literature.” Language brokers are 
needed for more than simple transla-
tion. “(Brokers) also serve as cultural 
brokers. In other words, immigrant 
parents see (the) U.S. through the eyes 
of their children,” Morales said.

Alejandra has had to explain Ameri-
can holidays for her mother. “In Mexi-
co, we have different holidays,” Alejan-
dra said. “We don’t have the Fourth of 
July or Turkey Day. ... I have to explain 
some of these things.” 

Although language brokers translate 
the language and culture for their fami-
lies, their usage has become controver-
sial. A California bill was introduced 
to the Legislature in 2002 that banned 
children from “translating and inter-
preting in medical, legal and social 
service settings.”

The arguments against using chil-
dren are that they may be deliver-
ing traumatic information; they cannot 
always translate correctly; and having 
to translate medical and legal infor-
mation could hinder the parent-child 
relationship.

Alejandra admits that she isn’t always 
accurate. “I don’t always understand all 
the English,” she said. “One time I was 
talking to a lady in a store for my mom. 

I didn’t understand what she was saying 
in English. I couldn’t understand her 
words. I ended up telling my mom the 
wrong thing,” she said. 

Legal documents are commonly 
translated for parents through their 
children. “They are useful at many 
levels as they can do simple transla-
tion of documents to more complicated 
documents like insurance forms and 
prescriptions,” Morales said.

Robert Tauchen, assistant director 
at the National Benefits Center for the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
has found that many children are used 
when it comes to filling out immigration 
forms. “Kids learn languages so easily 
and so well,” Tauchen said. “There are 

so many kids that facilitate for their 
families. All the immigration forms 
that have to be filled out are in English, 
and for the interview, there needs to be 
a translator. A lot of the time, it is the 
kids that fill these out and translate.” 

Sometimes it can be hard for a par-
ent to depend on their child for their 
communication. Maria appreciates her 
daughter’s service but wishes she could 
communicate herself. “My mom says it 
is very bad because she doesn’t under-
stand what is going on,” translated Ale-
jandra.

Both of the Lopez children sympa-
thize for their parents. Juan said, “I 
think it is easier for us because little 
kids learn much faster.”

Alejandra Lopez, 8, often translates for her mother when interacting with English 
speakers. Alejandra, who immigrated from Mexico, taught herself English. 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW

Man on the Street

Kendra Cain 
22, St. Louis, research worker

How has undocumented immigra-
tion affected health care?

“Health care is already too expensive, 
and regardless of being an undocu-
mented immigrant, it’s too expen-
sive.”

Reported by Johnetta Elize, Fort Zumwalt South High School, 
St. Peters

Ron McVey, 64, Columbia, 
pharmacist

How has immigration changed 
your community?

“We have a lot of workers at construc-
tion sites. My son works in construc-
tion and a lot of his projects use 
immigrants. Without them, I don’t 
know how they would complete their 
projects.”
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Lucy Lin, of Taiwan, and Aurelio Alvaréz, of Mexico, 
work during their ESL class at Douglass High School. 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW

By BRITTANY VICKERS
MU
Columbia

Up two flights of rickety steps 
in need of fresh paint is the 
door of a center that is one of a 
kind in Columbia. 

Inside, children ages 6 to sixth 
grade attend summer camp 
unlike any other in the area: 

It’s for Hispanic children. 
The Centro Latino De Salud, 

Educacion y Cultura — or Lati-
no Center of Health, Education 
and Culture — is one of the few 
local organizations that serve 
the expanding Hispanic popula-
tion in Boone County.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, in 1990 Boone Coun-

By ALICIA LORIO
Hickman High School
Columbia

Their clothes are an array of bright colors, standing 
out amid the whitewashed classroom walls. African 
print, henna tattoos and silk burqas reveal the diverse 
origin of the students who are devoting their Tuesday 
evenings to attending English as a Second Language 
classes.

The program, held at Douglass High School, assists 
immigrants with speaking, writing, and computer and 
listening skills, allowing them to break through the 
language barrier that often divides them from their 
dreams of a better life. 

“My first reason to start English (classes) was 
because I have kids and they are born in the United 
States. They don’t speak Spanish, and I have problem 
understanding them,” said Jesus Orellana, an ESL stu-
dent who immigrated from El Salvador.

Now at the intermediate level, he has been studying 
English for three years. “I need it for communication, 
for my job, friends, for everything.”

The free Adult Learning Classes are funded by 
the Department of Education. Yet high demand from 
Columbia-area immigrants has meant larger class 
sizes for these programs and less money to run them.

In an interview, ESL teacher Sandy Fox stressed 
the need for more funding. She and her fellow teach-
ers have more students than they can handle, and the 
administration was forced to add another class in the 
mid-afternoon, she said.

The fact that their students speak a variety of lan-
guages, from Cambodian to Arabic to Spanish, poses 
yet another challenge for ESL teachers. They instruct 

the class in English, using packets and picture diction-
aries for assistance. 

“Fire, tire, hire, wire,” Fox pronounced slowly to her 
class. Together, her students echoed her.

Repetition is key for the learning process. “When 
you teach something, you have to teach it 10 different 
ways,” Fox said. “You teach the same thing as many 
ways as possible for them to get it.” 

How long does it take for an adult to become a fully 
functional English speaker? Fox said it depends on the 
student’s education and literacy rate. For some, it can 
take a year or two, but for those who come in with no 
experience, it can take up to five years.

Fifty-year-old Orellana is one of the few in the class 
who have made obvious progress. 

When he was not sharing stories out loud about his 
native country, he was silently reading or scribbling 
answers in his packet. 

His face is friendly and worn by age, and his eyes 
are hidden behind glasses. He had just come from his 
cleaning job, but his bursts of energy hid the fact that 
he was tired. 

He smiled when he remembered his early days in the 
class. “The first year was hard for me, but I insisted on 

Class helps students break 
through the English barrier
Demand is so great for ESL courses in Columbia that teachers 
must work with larger groups and there’s less money to run them

ADULT LEARNING CLASSES
Contact John McClure at  
573-214-3690
ALCinfo@columbia.k12.mo.us

Classes are offered four times a week, Monday 
through Thursday, ranging from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

studying,” he said.
“Then two months ago I got my GED for the English 

class,” he said proudly.
The certificate was a big accomplishment for him, 

but being able to speak with his children and grand-
kids is something he treasures even more.

“When I tried to speak with my grandchildren, I 
couldn’t. They would tell me, ‘Grandpa, I don’t under-
stand you,’” he said.

Pausing, he added, “I did it for them.”

Latino Center offers summer camp and more
ty’s Hispanic population was 
1,230 out of a countywide total 
of 112,379 and had grown to an 
estimated 2,511 of 146,048 by 
2006. 

The center’s director of 
summer education, Courtney 
Wright, earns a stipend for her 
work at the center through MU. 
The center does not gauge its 
value by the numbers it serves 
but by the quality of service 
each patron receives. As Wright 
explained, the Latino Center is 
focused on “measuring success 
on an individual basis.”

The center is directed by 
Eduardo Crespi, a registered 
nurse who provides health care 
services to the center’s clients, 
who are adults and children. 
Crespi and a handful of work-
ers, many of whom are vol-
unteers, also offer translation 
services, legal assistance and 
an after-school program for 
children during the academic 
year. The center also has a wall 

full of pamphlets in Spanish 
and English covering such top-
ics as diabetes, sexual assault, 
sexually transmitted diseases 
and immigration issues.

The summer camp is still 
accepting kids. A scholarship 
granted through the Voluntary 
Action Center pays for camp 
for each child. 

The Latino Center is a haven 
for Alex Alfaro, of Mexico, Mo.

Alfaro drives 45 miles about 
twice a month to receive trans-
lation help at the center because 
it is the only place he can get 
the service. Alfaro thinks the 
Latino Center could probably 
use more funding so it could 
expand services.

The center’s teen tutoring 
program coordinator, David 
Aguayo, said he is hoping the 
center receives more funds 
through grants and donations 
to better serve the “influx of 
newcomers that have a need.” 

Wright and the volunteers are 

working hard through the sum-
mer camp program to assist 
those in need but say often-
times word does not get out to 
the people who could most ben-
efit from the Latino Center’s 
services.

“They’re out there,” Wright 
said, “but sometimes they don’t 
know about the center.”

Kelvin Urday, 
a Keller, 
Texas MU 
student, 
reads a book 
with Alex 
Cabello, 6,  
during a sum-
mer camp at 
Centro Latino 
in Columbia. 
JOSHUA A. 
BICKEL/ 
MUJW

SUMMER PLANS
What: “Continuing the Fun” 
summer camp
Who: For children from 6 years 
old to sixth grade
When: 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
Monday through Thursday, 
through Aug. 16
Where: Centro Latino, 206 
Austin Ave., Suite G, Columbia
Call: 449-9442
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Missouri draws immigrants

By RYAN BROWN
Metro Academic and Classical High School
St. Louis
and RUSSELL GIPSON
Frisco High School
Frisco, Texas

Boone County is one of the few areas 
in Missouri to experience significant 
increases in immigrant population.

Officially, the U.S. Census bureau 
puts their number at more than 2,400 
as of 2005, double the number that 
lived in the county in 1990. But commu-
nity activists believe the true number 
of immigrants in this county of 146,048 
has more than quadrupled since 1990. 

The surge has some social agencies 
and churches working to meet immi-
grant needs.

Enter businesses such as Robinson’s 
Laundromat and Cleaners, off Con-
ley Road at Highway 63, and you will 
see a welcome sign and directions for 
customers in Spanish as well as Eng-
lish. At least one church has begun to 
hold a weekly mass in Spanish. A local 
Hispanic cultural center has worked 
with a Columbia-based health center to 
develop outreach programs targeted to 
immigrant families. 

Carlos Gomez, president and CEO of 
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Kansas City, said of mid-
Missouri, “If you drive throughout the 
area, you can see that different busi-
nesses are targeting other markets in 
the Hispanic, Asian, and African com-
munities.”

Since 2000, Centro Latino has been 
working to support the growing num-
bers of immigrants choosing to live in 
Boone County. It has tackled the issues 

of health care, after-school programs 
for children and language barriers 
immigrants often encounter.

It also has worked with the Family 
Health Center and the Boone County 
Health Department to establish Latino 
Link. Services include HIV/AIDS test-
ing, home visits and referrals to spe-
cialists. 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 1115 
Locust St., began weekly masses in 
Spanish. The church initiated the ser-
vices “three years ago because of more 
immigrant Catholics,” said Sister Fran-

cine, who oversees the Spanish minis-
try at the church.

The mass is just one piece of a much 
broader effort by the Catholic Church to 
help immigrants successfully resettle. 
The Diocese of Jefferson City, like its 
counterparts across the country, oper-
ates a resettlement office that offers 
help such as finding housing and jobs, 
enrolling children in school  and apply-
ing for Social Security cards.

In addition to an increase in the His-
panic population, Boone County has had 
immigrants from Eastern Europe.

“I didn’t notice an influx of immi-
grants, but we did see a lot of Bosnians 
during the war,” said an employee of 
the Broadway Apartments in the 2300 
block of West Broadway. The employee, 
who did not want to be identified, said 
he has worked with the Jefferson City 
Diocese to help immigrants relocate.

Rasheid Mirzyev moved his family 
from Russia two years ago to the Hol-
iday House Apartments next to the 
Broadway Apartments with help from 
the diocesan program. He is Turkish.

Mirzyev said he left Russia because 
Turks “have had problems” living there. 
Why did he choose to come to Colum-
bia? “My sponsors are here,” he said on 
a recent evening with family members 
outside their home.

Shirley and Gary Moreau, sales rep-
resentatives for a health drink company 
and residents of Columbia, sponsored 
Miryzev, working through the resettle-
ment program of diocese. 

“Refugee Immigration Services con-
tacted me through the church,” Gary 
Moreau said. “I help the families with 
finding jobs and getting licenses.” 

Through the program, the Moreaus 
helped Mirzyev get his apartment, his 
driver’s license and his delivery job. 
There was help enrolling daughter, Safi-
ya, 7, and son, Yazandon, 5, in school.

Mirzyev said he is one of 10 immi-
grant families from Russia now living 
in the Holiday House Apartment com-
plex. 

 Having familiar faces across the 
parking lot has made things easier. 
When asked how she feels about having 
other immigrants nearby, Safiya said, 
“Having the other families help.”  

By RUSSELL GIPSON
Frisco High School
Frisco, Texas

Immigrants are streaming toward America’s heart-
land, and are largely responsible for the steady popula-
tion growth experienced in small Midwest communities 
such as Columbia, experts say.

“In the past, immigrants would usually cluster in 
border areas such as Texas and California,” said David 
Aguayo, teen tutoring progam coordinator for Centro 
Latino. But today, they are moving from the coastal 
areas into the Midwest, he said. 

Statistics from the Urban Institute in Washington, 
D.C., show that the growth of California’s foreign-born 
population slowed dramatically in the 1990s. But here 
in Boone County, the foreign-born population nearly 
doubled between 1980 and 2000, going from 3,164 to 
6,142, according to an analysis of census data conducted 
by the Kansas City Star.

Small but up-and-coming areas such as Boone County 
are attractive to immigrants because they offer job 
opportunities without big-city problems, many say.

 “I wanted to be able to raise my family in a safer envi-
ronment,” said Rasheid Mirzyev, a Russian immigrant 
who lives at Holiday House Apartments in Columbia. 
He has been in Columbia for two years and moved here 
because of the hostility going on in Russia.

Census figures show that in 2000, Mexicans became 
the largest foreign-born group in Missouri. “Cambio de 

Colores,” a report on Columbia’s Hispanic community 
issued in 2002 by MU, found that most first-generation 
Latinos say they were attracted to Missouri because of 
plentiful jobs in meat-packing, restaurants, construc-
tion and other fields.

“Many immigrants that move to the area have their 
friends and families come later on,” Aguayo said.

 First-generation Latinos also said they were attracted 
to Columbia because of its affordable lifestyle, the 
report stated.

The city of Columbia was recognized by Forbes mag-
azine in 2004 for being a family-oriented “porch swing 
community,” but “immigrant mecca” could well be its 
future claim to fame.

“The Midwest is becoming a hot spot for immi-
grants from around the world,” said Anne Dannerbeck, 
research manager of Missouri Office of State Courts 
Administrators. “Immigration will continue on and will 
become even bigger in later years.” 

Some immigration factS:

Making a home in Boone County

a bilingual sign informs customers at robinson’s fine cleaning and Laundry in 
columbia. the immigrant population in Boone county has doubled since 1990. 

Joshua A. Bickel / MUJW

• From 1990 to 2000, Boone County’s Hispanic popu-
lation has increased by a substantial amount of 1,000 
or more, according to U.S. Census figures.

• The Pew Hispanic Center estimated in 2005 that 
there were between 35,000 and 65,000  undocument-
ed persons living in Missouri. 

Sara Broderick  
22, Milwaukee, MU student

Would you support English 
being the only official national 
language? Why or why not?

“It’s important to have a language 
that everyone can understand. I 
do think it is important to have a 
set language, be it English or Span-
ish, so we can all communicate 
together.”

man on the Street

Reported by Johnetta Elize, Fort Zumwalt South High School, 
St. Peters

Ivan Figudreo  
21, Miami, MU student

How has immigration changed 
your community?

“I live in a predominantly black and 
Latino community. We have events, 
block parties, play music, share 
foods and our culture. Being around 
other people in my community helps 
us learn new things and how to 
understand each other better.”
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Shpend Ibraimi left Kosovo in the late 1990s, eventually immigrating to the United States at age 
12. Now Ibraimi, a 20 year-old student at MU, helps run Felini’s in downtown Columbia. 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW

Student flees war-torn home 

“...they were doing ethnic 
cleansing, which basically killed 

anything that moves.”
SHPEND IBRAIMI

Felini’s employee, immigrant 
from Kosovo

# 1,122,373 5.1%

Faces of Immigration
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forced to leave...

By JANELLE TURNER
Webster Groves High School
Webster Groves

“It’s not a question of when or should we. ... We 
had to leave. It was a war.” 

Shpend Ibraimi, a junior at MU, fled from war-
torn Kosovo in Eastern Europe with his family 
in the late 1990s. They immigrated to the U.S. in 
1999. 

Ibraimi was 12, didn’t know anyone and didn’t 
speak English.

Now 20, Ibraimi reflected on his life as an immi-
grant — a life filled with opportunities as well as 
challenges. 

“When I came, (what was) saddest was the sheer 
fact I couldn’t speak English, first of all, and also, 
that I knew no one. It’s like going to Mars,” he 
said. 

As Albanians living in Kosovo, Ibraimi and his 
family were living in fear for their lives. After 
the province campaigned for independence from 
Serbia,  “(Serbian) President Slobodan Milosevic 
launched a brutal offensive against the region’s 
ethnic Albanian majority,” Time magazine wrote. 
“Serb forces attacked the civilian population, 
destroying villages and driving hundreds of thou-
sands of Kosovar Albanians from their homes.”

Ibraimi and his family were among the ones 
who left.

“Because of the Serbian oppression, they were 
doing ethnic cleansing, which basically killed 
anything that moves. So you are kind of forced to 
leave,” he said.

The family fled the city of Gjakove in Kosovo 
for Macedonia. There, they obtained a sponsor in 
the U.S. and were allowed to enter the country and 
move to Columbia. 

“There are culture differences,” Ibraimi said 
about adjusting to life in America as a 12-year-
old.

“I was threatened if I didn’t learn English 
within one semester that I would be dropped two 
grades, so I took a Webster’s dictionary, a couple 
hours of private tutoring but mostly just reading 
books and the dictionary.” 

Ibraimi, who is studying business and political 
science at MU, works at Felini’s, a family restau-
rant on Broadway in downtown Columbia. The 
restaurant has been in operation for eight years, 
first serving Albanian cuisine and then offering 

Greek food.
“Being an immigrant,” Ibraimi said, “I see it’s 

very difficult for immigrants to make it happen 
in the U.S. because some people have prejudices 
against (them). ... They believe that immigrants 
take other people’s jobs. As you can see, for 
example, we have not taken anyone’s job but cre-
ated jobs for us and also other people.” 

As for immigrants who enter the country with-
out documents, Ibraimi said,  “I don’t think that 
those undocumented (workers) should be deport-
ed right away. There’s a reason why they’re here. 
It’s not to cause trouble. Most of the time it’s just 
to make enough money to send back home to their 
families. ... Most of them are nice people who just 
want to work.” 

And as an American citizen, what does he think 
of undocumented immigrants? “I understand 

that (Americans) feel an immigrant comes here 
and is taking their son or daughter’s job. I com-
pletely understand that. But I don’t think that the 
same person making that argument has their son 
or daughter willing to pick oranges.”

$27,400
persons becoming  

U.S. legal permanent residents 
(FY 2005)

estimated national family income    
of undocumented workers

population in Missouri who 
speak a language other than 

English at home (2000 Census)
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# $29 to $57 million
in property, state and exise taxes 

contributed by undocument immigrants

12%8,744
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South Korean- 
born Jina 
Yoo opened 
her first 
restaurant, 
Jina Yoo’s 
Asian Bistro 
last Friday in 
Columbia. 
JOSHUA A. 
BICKEL/ 
MUJW

Hoping 
to beat 
the odds

“I could see a vision here for 
my life. The system fit my 

personality.”
JINA YOO

Restaurant owner, immigrant 
from South Korea

finding home...

By ALEXANDRA SIFFERLIN
Benilde-St. Margaret’s School
Edina, Minn.

Jina Yoo is  opening her first restaurant, Jina 
Yoo’s Asian Bistro, five months late, but she 
couldn’t be more excited.

Yoo opened her restaurant last Friday after 
dreaming about it for eight years. This isn’t 
her first attempt at trying something new. She 
moved to the United States 14 years ago, alone, 
from Seoul, South Korea.

Yoo moved to the U.S. to study music at Indi-
ana University but found she was happier in the 
kitchen.

“My mom has nine siblings, and my dad has six 
siblings,” she said. “All the families get together, 
and there is always food. It’s always a party.”

But Yoo took to America. “I could see a vision 
here for my life. The system fit my personality,” 
she says. “I came here for an education, and I 
loved being here.”

Yoo met her husband, Sang S. Kim, at a gradu-
ation party, and they bonded singing a karaoke 
duet. The couple married soon after. Both Kim 
and Yoo are legal residents — their two children, 
Rachel, 11, and Andrew, 6, were born here — and 
the couple are planning to apply for citizenship 
in two years.

There was a time when Yoo wanted to return 
to South Korea, she said, a time when she had no 
good friends and had trouble with the language. 
But today she has neighbors she considers sisters 
and a brand new adventure in her restaurant. 

“I saw a lot of opportunity,” she says. “If you 
try, and if you have your heart in it, then it is 
really possible.”

According to research by H.G. Parsa, an asso-
ciate professor of hotel management at Ohio State 
University, six out of 10 restaurants close within 
three years of opening. Yoo first considered 
wagering her dream against those odds while 
teaching private cooking classes in her kitchen to 
the spouses of visiting scholars, she said.

“I had 32 students one semester,” Yoo said.
Because there is no Korean restaurant in 

Columbia, people came to her for lessons and 

recipes, she said, and to have fun. Yoo developed 
the dishes that will be served at her restaurant 
for those classes. “It’s food with an Asian flair,” 
Yoo said.

The cuisine won’t be strictly Korean but she 
will feature a few authentic Korean dishes like 
“kimchi,” a salad of green cabbage seasoned with 
salt and hot chiles, “bibimbob,” marinated grilled 
beef with rice, vegetables and a spicy sauce and 
“galbi,” marinated beef short ribs.

Entrees range from $12 to $18 at the restaurant, 
which is located at 2200 Forum Blvd. Suite 108.

It’s taken Yoo 10 months and $300,000 to open 
her restaurant. She’s had to learn along the way 
how to hire decorators, how to pick distributors 
— all those things that transform an empty space 
into a restaurant.

“I think she has tremendous drive, she has an 
outgoing nature, she works very well with people 
and she has all the right products for her target 
customers,” said Kim. “I absolutely believe in it.”

of the work force in the U.S. is 
undocumented

persons becoming legal permanent 
residents (LPR) in Missouri
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Crossing a border to success 
lucky number 7...

5 million
children	under	age	6	living	in	the	U.S.	

with	at	least	one	immigrant	parent
1.	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina
2.	India
3.	Mexico

persons	naturalized	in	the	U.S.
(FY	2005)

By SANGEETA SHASTRY
Mary Institute and Country Day School
St. Louis

Raul Alderete’s path to success was not as easy 
as it appears, as he sits in Tequila Mexican Res-
taurant & Bar, a brightly colored local eatery that 
he co-owns with his nephew.

“I remember,” Alderete said. “It was Thursday 
morning. Early. 6 a.m.”

It was 1995 when he and some others were 
hiding in the bushes near Tijuana, a place where 
there are both large numbers of Mexicans wait-
ing to cross into the U.S. and a heightened num-
ber of border patrol officials watching.

On that night, someone in their group who 
needed to relieve himself left their hiding spot 
and made his way to another bush. That’s when a 
border patrol helicopter lit the area.

Alderete, 35, remembers his group, still in hid-
ing, wanting that man to run away to lure officials 
away. Instead, the man ran directly back to their 
hiding spot. The helicopters came toward them, 
and the whirring blades caused the dew on the 

bushes to shower them, soaking their clothes.
They began to shake and hug each other as 

the water pelted them, but despite Alderete’s 
attempts to keep himself warm, his feet went 
numb. The people in hiding were caught shortly 
afterward by a ground crew alerted by the air-
borne officials.

To Alderete, the ordeal seemed to last for 
hours. Being pulled out of the bushes, he recalls, 
was “the hardest part.” They were soon taken 
back to the place they had so strived to escape.

That was Alderete’s fourth attempt to enter the 
U.S. illegally.

He would make two more attempts, and in those 
cases he was able to reach different California 
cities where he was able to find jobs — once at 
a nursery and then at a roofing company. But he 
was caught both times and sent back.

Alderete’s success came in 1997, when he 
crossed the border near Mexicali, a smaller town 
than Tijuana where fewer Mexican immigrants 
attempt to cross the border illegally and where 
there are fewer border patrol officials. Settling in 

Ontario, Calif., Alderete managed to stay long 
enough to meet an American woman, fall in love 
and marry.

He was contacted in 2005 by his nephew César 
Valdivia and Valdivia’s mother. The two were 
planning to open a restaurant in Columbia and 
wanted to know if Alderete would be a partner.

He did join them and they opened their restau-
rant at 3605 S. Providence.

Now, two years later, Alderete has a green card 
because of his marriage. The couple have two 
children together. His wife has three children 
from a previous marriage.

Alderete said the process for becoming a green 
card-holding permanent resident was not diffi-
cult, but he had to prove that he and his wife had 
been living together for two years.

Looking back, Alderete said his success is 
worth the struggles he endured.

“There are lots of opportunities here (in the 
U.S.) to do something,” he said. “The salaries are 
very poor (in Mexico).” But because of the eco-
nomic prosperity in the U.S., Alderete said he is 
able to send money back to his mother in Zacapu 
to build a house.

“Rent is very bad in Mexico,” he said, adding 
that he supports his eight siblings as well.

His success has been helped by his economic 
decisions. He bought a house in California in 
2001, and the home has doubled in value, earning 
him enough money to invest in the partnership.

Alderete said he is working for his children’s 
future. “I don’t want them to pass through what 
I did,” he said. “I want to keep working for my 
wife and kids.”

As for taking the next step to attain U.S. citizen-
ship, Alderete said, “All the immigrants want an 
opportunity to get it.”

Reflecting on his struggles, Alderete, a Mor-
mon, smiled and said, “I was lucky. I believe in 
God, and I know he’d blessed me a lot.

“I feel I’ve done pretty good.” And he knows 
how hard it is to cross the border, but he said that 
“nobody, South American or Central American, is 
going to find a better opportunity than here.”

“There are lots of opportunities 
here (in the U.S.) to do somthing.”

Raul aldeRete
Restaurant manager,  

immigrant from Mexico

After six failed attempts to enter the United States, Raul Alderete eventually entered the country, 
got his green card and now runs Tequila Mexican Restaurant & Bar in Columbia.  

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW
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#
of the children with an undocumented par-

ent are born in the U.S. 
estimated earnings of  

undocumented families in Missouri
estimated foreign born population  

in the U.S. in 2006

12.1%
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By CYNTHIA YANG  
MU
Columbia

Many immigrants have developed role models 
who have helped them adjust to their new homes.

Jesus Santiago’s role model isn’t a popular actor 
or J.K. Rowling, author of the “Harry Potter” 
series. It isn’t even a sexy pop star or a former 
president.

In fact, Santiago, 25, looks up to his hard-work-
ing grandmother.

“She is my role model because she has worked 
hard every day of her life,” said Santiago. “I 
never heard her complain about it either because 
she loves to work.”

A senior majoring in international business 
management at MU, Mexico native Santiago was 
raised by his grandmother, Thomasa Santiago. 

Nearly 20 years ago, a taxi ran over her hus-
band. She then took responsibility for the fam-
ily and its business, a restaurant in Acapulco, 
Mexico. Jesus said his grandmother has always 
told him to be positive and persevere.

Though she became an American citizen recent-
ly and visits the United States three months a 
year, Thomasa still owns and runs the restaurant 
she took over nearly 50 years ago. She buys the 
groceries, manages the staff and makes sure that 
the business is running smoothly. 

“Her work ethic influences me because my 
grandmother has shown me how valuable things 
are when you really have to work hard for them,” 
Jesus said. “That is what makes me appreciate 
everything I have and everything I work for. She 
is one of the strongest women I have ever met.” 

Jesus also looks up to Albert Pujols, first 

baseman of the St. Louis Cardinals.
Pujols and his family immigrated to the U.S. 

in the early 1990s in search of a better life with 
more opportunities. He began playing baseball 
at Fort Osage High School in Independence and 
continued to play throughout college at Maple 
Woods Community College in Kansas. He joined 
the developmental leagues of the Cardinals in the 
summer of 1999.

Pujols, a six-time All-Star, received a champi-
onship ring from the 2006 World Series after the 
Cardinals’ victory over the Detroit Tigers.

As a parent of a child affected by Down Syn-
drome, Pujols and his wife, Deidre, founded 
the Pujols Family Foundation. It helps families 
live and adapt their daily routines to accom-
modate their children with Down Syndrome. 
Pujols donates money to impoverished children 
and families in the Dominican Republic. The 
Pujols Family Foundation also has donated funds 
to build a vocational school for orphans in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Jesus’ life lessons from Pujols also deal with 
work ethic. 

“He worked hard to get where he is today,” 
Jesus said. “No one handed him his success. He 
earned it.” 

A broadcast student at MU, Guadalupe Mar-
tinez, also 21 and from Mexico, considers Karla 
Martinez, from the Univision television network, 
a role model.

Guadalupe always has had an interest in tele-
vision broadcasting and volunteers at a radio 
station in Sedalia. She hosts “Sabados Latinos,” 
a Spanish-language radio show every Saturday. 
The show features music, call-in greetings from 

listeners and translated commercials.
Karla was the host of “Control” on the Univi-

sion network but now hosts a Spanish-speak-
ing television show called “Despierta America.” 
Guadalupe said the television host influenced her 
career choice. 

“I started to become more interested in televi-
sion broadcasting because of her show,” she said. 
“It seemed like so much fun, with many cultural 
opportunities. I wanted to do exactly what she 
did.” 

Singer Ricky Martin, a former member of the 
Latin band Menudo and now a Grammy award-
winning artist, also inspires Guadalupe because 
he takes on social issues. The Ricky Martin Foun-
dation, founded by the singer, educates people 
around the world about the well-being of chil-
dren. Martin also works with the International 
Organization for Migration, which lobbies against 
human trafficking and aims to bring charges 
against traffickers.

“Ricky Martin is always trying to help out little 
kids and young people,” Guadalupe said. “He 
donates money to various associations and right 
now, he is very supportive of a campaign against 
child pornography around the world.”

Eighteen year-old Christian Valdivia’s role 
model is a bit closer to home. His older brother, 
Cesar, became the “dad” figure in the family 
after their father returned to Mexico in 2002.

A Guadalajara, Mexico, native, Christian is 
an employee at his brother and uncle’s restau-
rant, Tequila Mexican Restaurant and Bar. Cesar 
helps support the family, including his mother, 
who stays at home. 

“My brother continually looks out for me as 
well as our family and gives me advice whenever 
I need it,” said Christian. “He is a great brother 
who not only I, but my older brother and two 
younger sisters look up to.”

F. 
Cuevas / 
Univision 
Online

Latin heroes found 
in family, celebrity

Albert Pujols, baseball player

Karla Martinez, TV show host Ricky Martin, singer

2/3 $419M to $869M
Sources: USCIS, U.S. Census Bureau,  Urban Institute, The Missouri Budget Project, Migration Policy Institute

AP

AP
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Speaking correctly about political terms

By JANELLE TURNER
Webster Groves High School
St. Louis

The increased number of media out-
lets in the United States for Hispanics 
has lead to more specialized television, 
newspapers and radio stations.

Lissette Argenal, a reporter and pro-
ducer for Univision Arizona, a Span-
ish-language station, said, “I definitely 
have seen an influx of Latino media in 
my eyes. ... It’s not a luxury; it’s a neces-
sity.”

Univision started in Houston as a com-
munity station in 1961 and is now con-
sidered the leading Spanish-language 
station in the United States, bringing 
news, sports and many other programs 
to Spanish-speaking residents.

“In this business scene,” Argenal said, 
“we see this as a benefit to them by edu-
cating them through (the station).”

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the Hispanic population in the United 
States was about 42.7 million as of July 
1, 2005. Hispanics are the fastest grow-
ing ethnic group in the United States, 
the bureau reported.

Diane Hockenberry, a spokeswoman 
for the Newspaper Association of Amer-
ica, said, “The continued and abundant 
growth of the Hispanic market is one 
factor contributing to the industry’s 
shift from a one-size-fits-all approach.”

The trend also is present in the Colum-
bia community with radio stations such 
as KOPN/89.5FM, which began broad-
casting in 1973. after community mem-
bers called for creating a radio station 
that could reach Columbia’s diverse 
population.

“KOPN has provided Columbia with a 
wealth of programming not found any-
where else,” according to the station’s 
Web site.

Since then, the station has included 
music flavors from Salsa to Celtic as 
well as programming that has a wide 
range of topics for many demographics, 
according to the site.

Another local source for bilingual 
news is the monthly newspaper known 
as Adelante!, which is produced by MU 
students.

“They (reporters) are confronted with 
the difficult task of finding stories rel-
evant to our readers,” former editors 
Natalie Fieleke and Kevin Crowe said 
on the newspaper’s Web site.

Guadalupe Martinez, a junior at MU, 
hosts a radio show called “Sabados Lati-
nos” on KSIS/1050 AM in Sedalia. She 
said music and words help transmit the 
Hispanic culture. 

“Everyone has to communicate,” Mar-
tinez said. “I think it’s a need. Humans 
have a need to communicate their cul-
ture. It’s important that we look for 

By BRITTANY JONES
Mary Institute and Country Day School
St. Louis

Starting at 7 p.m. Thursday, musi-
cians from all across the country and 
the world will be preparing to share 
their musical talents and international 
cuisine with the residents of Columbia.

Ala Carte: International Evening 
of Music started years ago when the 
International Chamber Symphony first 
started playing together in the Missouri 
Theatre.

“Every year, the musicians would 
come together for eight weeks, and the 
international members would cook dish-
es for each other and share with the rest 
of the symphony before performances,” 
said Kanani May, the director of public 
relations at Missouri Theatre Center.

“Conductor Vianello wanted to give 
the audience (an opportunity) to sample 
the cuisine,” May said.

The Ala Carte evening will allow visi-
tors to sample foods from places such 
as Bulgaria, Brazil, Georgia, Korea, 
Venezuela and Japan as the Chamber 

Symphony plays for the last time this 
summer before the Missouri Theatre 
closes for restoration.

The festival is just one event highlight-
ing various cultures this year in Colum-
bia. In June, the Columbia Scandinavian 
Heritage Society held the traditional 
Midsummer Scandinavian Festival.

Sept. 15 kicks off National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. Hispanic Heritage 
Month was established in the late 1980s 
to educate people about the contribu-
tions Hispanics have made throughout 
history. It is celebrated with programs, 
lectures and other events.

In early November, many Columbians 
will celebrate “Dia De Los Muertos” 
(Day of the Dead), a holiday that honors 
departed relatives.

Starting at 8 a.m. Nov. 1, Latino fami-
lies will celebrate the legacy of their 
deceased relatives as well as the com-
ing of the fall season with games, music, 
food and other events. Although the 
holiday is traditionally Hispanic, Centro 
Latino encourages all Columbians to 
join in the festivities. 

“We want to create extensive unity in 
the Columbia community, and events 
like this bring us together,” said Court-
ney Wright, a member of Centro Latino, 
a nonprofit organization. “It’s important 
that all cultures get to experience each 
other.”

By VICTORIA SCOTT
Lee’s Summit North High School
Lee’s Summit

What is the correct term 
for an immigrant who is not 
documented? Is it “illegal 
immigrant” or “undocumented 
immigrant?”

What are the accepted terms 
for referring to ethnicity and 
background?

There are many different 
words and many different opin-
ions. Noor Azizan-Gardner, 
director of diversity program-
ming and professional devel-
opment for the chancellor’s 
diversity initiative at MU, said 
it’s not so much about using 
politically correct language as 
much as it is about using com-
mon language.

“It’s so complex;  it’s not 
black and white,” said Azizan-
Gardner.

“During the course of his-
tory they were more labeled 
out of ignorance,” she said. 
For instance, Spanish-speak-
ing immigrants have been cat-
egorized into many different 
groups: Hispanics, Latinos, 
Mexican Americans, etc. But 
when it comes to undocument-
ed immigrants, people start to 
overthink what they say.

“Undocumented, that’s about 
the softest word you can use,” 
said Don Ranly, MU professor 

emeritus who has taught seman-
tics for many years. “They are 
illegal. They’re breaking the 
law just by being here without 
the proper papers,” 

In 30 years at the MU 
School of Journalism, Ranly 
has worked in many different 
capacities, and his take on the 
subject of politically correct 
language was “the word is not 
the thing.” 

It is dangerous to speak on 
such a topic as what is a cor-
rect and incorrect term to call 
a group of people, Ranly said. 
Over the years, he has noticed 
a change in political correct-
ness. 

He talked about how African- 
Americans at one time accepted 
the term “colored people.” Now, 
the only place this term is seen 
is in the title of the National 
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People. 

Also, the term “black” is 
becoming less acceptable but 
was used during the Civil 
Rights era with the Black 
Power movement. 

Azizan-Gardner predicted 
that as the world seems to get 
smaller, more people will be 
exposed to other groups and 
not use harmful terms. 

“Names change with the 
times,” Ranly said. “Language 
is a tricky thing.”

Immigration on the airwaves

Alien: any person not a citizen 
or national of the U.S.

Border crosser: an alien resi-
dent of the U.S. re-entering the 
country after an absence of less 
than six months in Canada or 
Mexico, or a nonresident alien 
entering the U.S. across the 
Canadian border for stays of no 
more than six months or across 
the Mexican border for stays of 
no more than 72 hours.

Deportable alien: an alien 
in and admitted to the U.S. sub-
ject to any grounds of removal 
specified in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. This includes 
any aliens illegally in the U.S. , 
regardless of whether the aliens 
entered the country by fraud 
or misrepresentation or entered 
legally but subsequently violated 
the terms of their nonimmigrant 
classification or status.

Legalized aliens: certain ille-
gal aliens who were eligible to 
apply for temporary resident sta-
tus under the legalization provi-
sion of the Immigration Reform 
and Control Act of 1986. To be 

eligible, aliens must have con-
tinuously resided in the U.S. in 
an unlawful status since Jan.1, 
1982, not be excludable and 
have entered the U.S. either ille-
gally before Jan. 1, 1982, or as 
temporary visitors before Jan. 1, 
1982, with their authorized stay 
expiring before that date or with 
the government’s knowledge of 
their unlawful status before that 
date. Legalization consists of 
two stages: temporary and then 
permanent residency. In order 
to adjust to permanent status, 
aliens must have had continu-
ous residence in the U.S., be 
admissible as immigrants and 
demonstrate at least a minimal 
understanding and knowledge of 
the English language and U.S. 
history and government.

Permanent resident: any 
person not a citizen of the U.S. 
who is residing in the U.S. under 
legally recognized and lawfully 
recorded permanent residence 
as an immigrant. 

Permanent resident alien/
immigrant: an alien admitted 
to the U.S. as a lawful permanent 

resident. Permanent residents 
are also commonly referred to 
as immigrants; however, the 
Immigration and Nationality Act 
broadly defines an immigrant 
as any alien in the U.S., except 
one legally admitted under spe-
cific nonimmigrant categories 
(INA section 101(a)(15)). An ille-
gal alien who entered the U.S. 
without inspection, for example, 
would be strictly defined as an 
immigrant under the INA but is 
not a permanent resident alien. 
Lawful permanent residents are 
legally accorded the privilege of 
residing permanently in the U.S.

Refugee: any person who is 
outside his or her country of 
nationality who is unable or 
unwilling to return to that coun-
try because of persecution or 
a well-founded fear of persecu-
tion.

Resident alien: applies to a 
non-U.S. citizen currently resid-
ing in the U.S.. 

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services Web site, www.uscis.gov

Community honors customs
Columbia’s calendar 
is filled with events 
celebrating culture.

A GLOSSARY OF GOVERNMENTAL TERMS
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Democratic presidental hopeful New Mexico Gov. Bill Richard-
son talks with supporters on July 7 in Spartanburg, S.C. 

Mary Ann Chastain/AP Photo

Presidential hopeful Richardson values the 
contributions of immigrants in America.

Latino rejects label

By JOHNETTA ELZIE
Fort Zumwalt South High School
St. Peters

Thomas Garcia doesn’t have to choose 
between his Puerto Rican and African-
American heritage as a student at Har-
ris-Stowe State University in St. Louis. 
He feels free to appreciate both at the 
predominantly black school.

He is part of a small but growing 
number of students of Hispanic descent 
who are choosing the campuses of His-
torically Black Colleges and Universi-
ties. His father, who is Puerto Rican, 
also attended an HBCU, Fisk Univer-
sity in Tennessee.

More HBCUs are recruiting Latinos 
to fulfill the need for diversity on their 
school campuses.

To pique interest in attending their 
universities, HBCUs are covering all 
regions of the United States where the 
Hispanic populations are growing, 
especially states such as Florida, Texas 

and California.
Some colleges, such as Delaware State 

University, are hiring Spanish-speaking 
recruiters and sending them to speak at 
high schools that are predominantly 
Hispanic.

Garcia embraces all cultures, and 
would like to see more Hispanics at his 
university. “There aren’t enough His-
panics at my school to start a student 
group or organization,” he said.

Currently less than one percent of 
the students attending Harris-Stowe 
are Hispanic, according to LaShanda 
Boone, director of enrollment manage-
ment at the school.

“I would love to see more diversity,” 
Garcia said. “A lot of fraternities have 
shown interest in me because of who I 
am and my ethnic background. I don’t 
walk around with a Puerto Rican flag 
on my back. I just love who I am and 
where I come from.” 

He said, “The world is full of diversi-
ty, so college is the perfect environment 

to grow accustomed to it.”
At Lincoln University in Lincoln, 

there has been a slight increase in 
the Hispanic population. In 2006, there 
were 55 Hispanic students out of 3,951 
students. Whereas, in the 1996 academ-
ic year, the Hispanic enrollment was 32 
out of 4,021 students.

According to U.S. News & World 
Report, Lincoln University ranks fourth 
in the Midwest for campus diversity.

Kenneth Wright, a sophomore at 
Tuskegee University, said there aren’t 
many Hispanics or any other non-Afri-
can Americans at his school, which is 
in Alabama. 

“The campus is made up of 54 per-
cent females and 46 percent males. The 
black population is 99 percent, leaving 
only 1 percent to establish diversity. 
Out of that, there are only four or five 
Hispanics total.”

But even with such a small represen-
tation, is their presence known or do 
they focus on blending in?

In her experience, Boone said the 
Latino students “just blend in.”

This was echoed by Seth Raymond 
Smith, a sophomore who attends Har-
ris-Stowe. He said the Hispanic stu-
dents “associate with the black stu-
dents, while others tend to stick to 
themselves.”  

Colleges and universities are also 
using more literature and brochures 
featuring photos of Latinos as recruit-
ing tools. But after the students have 
been enrolled, is anything being done 
to help them transition into their new 
environment?  

Garcia said the few non-African-
Americans on the Harris-Stowe cam-
pus tend to be obvious.

“As a black school, the minorities are 
the Hispanics, Asians, and whites, so 
we do stand out,” he said.

“Often we become the people that the 
student body comes to with questions 
about race, more so than any other eth-
nic group on campus.”

By VICTORIA SCOTT
Lee’s Summit North High School 
Lee’s Summit 

National companies, such as 
Wal-Mart, are devising new 
marketing strategies to appeal 
to immigrant shoppers. Man-
agers at local companies, how-
ever, are finding other ways to 
reach out to Columbia’s grow-
ing immigrant population.

Wal-Mart and other chains 
have been carrying interna-
tional food products for years. 
Bank of America offers Span-
ish-language online services 
aimed at Hispanic immigrants.

Local companies are taking a 
more opportunistic approach to 
advertising and providing ser-
vices to non-English speaking 
customers.

At Boone County National 
Bank, a database is kept of 
what languages are spoken by 
staff, although employees are 
not actively recruited for lan-
guage skills, said Mary Wilker-
son, director of marketing for 
the bank.

Despite that, the bank still 
has 10 languages at its dispos-
al: Swedish, Croatian, Spanish, 
French, German, Bosnian, Por-
tuguese, Finnish, Serbian and 
Chinese. The bank sponsors 
Asian student groups at MU.

“We’ve advertised in Adel-
ante! from the first day it pub-
lished,” Wilkerson said.

“We’ve done lots of little 
things,” she said, “but have we 
done a minority-focused cam-
paign? No. We’ve basically 
taken things as they come our 

way.”
Adelante! is a monthly, bilin-

gual Spanish and English news-
paper published by the Colum-
bia Missourian.

“It’s our job as a community 
bank to represent our popula-
tion. We’d very much like to  
mirror our community,” Wilk-
erson said.

John Bell, owner of Stuart 
Insurance Agency in Colum-
bia, also advertises his busi-
ness in Adelante!, and two of 
his employees took a Spanish 
course at the Columbia Career 
Center. Bell said he hasn’t seen 
enough growth in the immigrant 
population here to warrant radi-
cally changing his operations. 
There’s been “no rise, but there 
has been no decline either,” he 
said.

“We basically try to get the 
best we can for everybody, but 
you know, the population isn’t 
that large in this area yet, but 
we do see it is growing,” said 
Stan Borgmeyer, store manager 
of Patricia’s IGA.

The increase in the immi-
grant population, albeit small, 
is helping bring in new business 
for some.

Borgmeyer said he’s noticed 
an increasing amount of Span-
ish-speaking customers and 
believes they are working near-
by on construction projects.

“If you look at our local demo-
graphics, it’s small, but it’s 
doubled in the last two years,” 
Wilkerson said about the rise 
locally in the immigrant popu-
lation.

By RyAN BROWN 
Metro Academic and Classical High 
School
St. Louis

Bill Richardson, New Mexico 
governor and 2008 presidential 
candidate, does not want to be 
referred to as the “Hispanic 
Candidate.”

He would rather be known as 
the candidate who works hard 
for everything.

“I’ve never wanted to be 
categorized as a professional 
Hispanic. I want to compete 
with everybody,” Richardson 
explained in a recent Miami 
Herald article. 

Richardson said he stands 

for treating all Hispanics with 
dignity and respect, because 
whether legal or illegal, they 
have contributed to this coun-
try.

As a child, Richardson and 
his family celebrated Hispanic 
holidays, and he was taught 
about Hispanic culture.

Richardson was born in Pasa-
dena, Calif., in 1947, and moved 
to Massachusetts in 1961. By 
1966 he had found his love of 
politics at Tufts University.

According to his Web site, 
richardsonforpresident.com, he 
became a professor and later 
was elected to represent New 
Mexico’s 3rd Congressional Dis-

trict. He was appointed ambas-
sador to the United Nations and 
then energy secretary in Bill 
Clinton’s administration before 
becoming the current governor 
of New Mexico. 

At a recent banquet for Lati-
no voters, Richardson told the 
audience that their voice in the 
2008 presidential election will 
be important. And, in a speech 
on Richardson’s web site, he 
advocated “training and orga-
nizing Latinos across the coun-
try to participate in the political 
process that has been so good to 
me over the years.”

Richardson said he is not 
blind to the fact that Latinos 
are entering the country ille-
gally at a high number. But in 
a recent speech at Georgetown 
University, Richardson said 
the U.S. needs to respect and 
accept them.

“Like it or not, these people 
have become part of the fabric 
of our economy and our culture. 
They have broken the law to 
enter our country, but they are 
here.” 

He continued, “There are mil-
lions of them building and clean-
ing our homes and offices, pick-
ing and cooking our food, car-
ing for our children. These men 
and women are here illegally, 
but they work hard, pay taxes, 
and contribute to the communi-
ties they live in,” according to 
Richardson’s Web site.

Companies target 
incoming immigrants

Black colleges make room for more Hispanics
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Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan.
Brownback has consistently voted to 
secure the border. He supports work 
with ID cards and worksite enforcement. 
“One of the primary jobs of the United 
States government is to ensure the safe-
ty of the American people. In order to do 
so, we must secure our borders.” 

- Source: www.brownback.com

Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.
Clinton supports more border security. 
She co-sponsored the DREAM Act, 
allowing immigrant children to go to 
school, and supported the Immigrant 
Children’s Health Improvement Act, and 
the Access to Employment and English 
Acquisition Act. “These measures rec-
ognize that all America is strengthened 
when immigrants have access to health 
care and education that will enable them 
to become fully participating members 
of our society.”

- Source: www.clinton.senate.gov

Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Conn.
Dodd voted yes on the Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform Act of 2006, which 
would have created a guest worker 
program. He also voted yes on the 
Secure Fence Act of 2006, which cre-
ated 700 miles of new fence along the 
U.S./Mexico border. “I accept the basic 
idea of border security. I believe it takes 
cooperation (with the Mexican govern-
ment). ... I believe we should have more 
meaningful penalties on employers who 
knowingly hire undocumented workers.”

- Source: www.desmoinesregister.com and 
newyorktimes.com

Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C.
Edwards supports substantial increases 
in the ranks of the federal Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (now known 
as U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices), Border Patrol, and consular offi-
cials to secure the nation’s borders.
Speaking to a community meeting in 
Sioux City, Iowa, Edwards said, “Here’s 
what I would do if I were president: 
No. 1, I would ... put much more effort 
into providing security on our southern 
borders. ... The second part, which y’all 
might not like as much, but I’m gonna 
tell you anyway, is that I think people 
who have been living here for years and 
working, they ought to be able to earn 
citizenship so they’re not living in the 
shadows.” 

- Source: www.johnedwards.com

Rudy Giuliani, R-N.Y. 
Giuliani supports tamper-proof IDs, a 
database for immigrants and allowing 
immigrants to work with ID cards. He 
also supports a Senate guest worker plan 
and path to citizenship. On a campaign 
trip to New Orleans, he said, “We need 
to end illegal immigration. ... If you don’t 
end illegal immigration, almost nothing 
is possible, because no matter what you 
do, things are going to get worse.”

- Source:www.draftrudygiuliani.com and the 
Associated Press

Mike Gravel, D-Alaska
Gravel favors border security and set-
ting up naturalization procedures that 
would make existing undocumented 
immigrants legal. He opposes The North 
American Free Trade Agreement. “Any 
discussion of Mexican immigration must 
include NAFTA and the concept of ‘free 
trade.’ A study by the Economic Policy 
Institute found that over 1 million U.S. 
jobs were lost as a result of NAFTA. ... 
In Mexico, 1.3 million farm workers lost 
their jobs in the same period. This has 
led to a wave of immigrant workers look-
ing for work in the U.S. job market.”

- Source: www.gravel2008.us

Mike Huckabee, R-Ark.
Huckabee opposes the current immigra-
tion reform bill.  “My No. 1 priority is 
to secure America’s border. We need 
a fence along our border with Mexico, 
electronic in some places, and more 
highly trained border agents. ... I am 
opposed to amnesty. I believe that those 
who came here illegally years ago and 
are now law-abiding taxpayers must pay 
a significant fine as admission of their 
guilt and have a choice of deportation or 
a rigorous process toward legal status.” 

- Source: www.mikehuckabee.com

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif.
Hunter supports border security and 
wrote the Secure Fence Act, which would 
extend the San Diego fence 854 miles 
across California, Arizona, New Mexico 
and Texas. “I believe in providing Bor-
der Patrol and Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement corps with sufficient 
strength to secure our borders and pro-
viding for interior enforcement through-
out the country because it is imperative 
in our fight to protect Americans.” 

- Source: www.gohunter08.com

Rep. Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio
Kucinich  has supported legislation that 
helps legalize undocumented workers 
living in the United States for five or 
more years. “In the economic sphere, 
undocumented workers have become 
convenient scapegoats. Yet the reality, as 
shown in study after study, is that they 
pay more in taxes than they receive in 
government services.”

- Source: www.kucinich.us/issues

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.
McCain wants more border security 
and enforcement, and no amnesty for 
illegal immigrants. “In this post-Sept. 
11 era of constant terrorist threats, we 
need reform that will bring illegal immi-
grants out of hiding so Homeland Secu-
rity and law enforcement officials can 
focus their resources where they are 
most needed, and that is on those who 
choose to remain hidden because they 
mean to do us harm.” 

- Source: www.johnmccain.com

Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill.
Obama offered three amendments that 
were included in the Senate bill on 
immigration. “The first amendment 
would strengthen the requirement that 
a job be offered at a prevailing wage to 
American workers before it is offered to 
a guestworker. The second amendment 
would make it simple, but mandatory, for 
employers to verify that their employees 
are legally eligible to work in the United 
States. And the third amendment would 
authorize $3 million a year for the FBI 
to improve the speed and accuracy of 
the background checks required for 
immigrants seeking to become citizens.”

- Source: www.obama.senate.gov

Gov. Bill Richardson, D-N.M.
Richardson supports border security and 
working in partnership with the Mexican 
government and Latin American nations. 
“As the governor of a border state, I deal 
with the effects of immigration, legal 
and illegal, every day. In 2005 violent 
crime, drugs, and crime were out of 
control along New Mexico’s border with 
Mexico. I took action, declaring a state 
of emergency along the border, mak-
ing $1.75 million available to local law 
enforcement agencies to increase patrols 
and add personnel. As a result, arrests 
are up, crime is down, and the flow of 
undocumented immigrants has slowed.” 

- Source: www.richardsonforpresident.com

Mitt Romney, R-Mass.
Romney supports more legal immigra-
tion and less illegal entry. “Immigra-
tion has been an important part of our 
nation’s success. The current system, 
however, puts up a concrete wall to 
the best and brightest, yet those with-
out skill or education are able to walk 
across the border. We must ... secure our 
borders, implement a mandatory bio-
metrically enabled, tamper-proof docu-
mentation and employment verification 
system, and increase legal immigration 
into America.” 
- Source: www.mittromney.com

Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-Colo.
Tancredo is opposed to amnesty and 
wants more border security. “Illegal 
aliens threaten our economy and under-
mine our culture. I am 100 percent 
opposed to amnesty. As president, I will 
secure our borders so illegal aliens do 
not come, and I will eliminate benefits 
and job prospects so they do not stay.”

- Source: www.teamtancredo.com

Tommy Thompson, R-Wis.
Thompson opposes amnesty and believes 
that America must enforce its immigra-
tion policies. “People who are found to 
be in the country illegally should be 
returned to their home countries and 
should have to wait at the end of the line, 
behind people who are seeking to enter 
the country or become citizens legally.” 

- Source: www.tommy2008.com

Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas
Paul’s plan: Secure the borders; enforce 
visa rules; grant no amnesty; provide 
no welfare for illegal aliens; end birth-
right citizenship; and pass immigration 
reform. “We must secure our borders 
now. A nation without secure borders 
is no nation at all. It makes no sense to 
fight terrorists abroad when our own 
front door is left unlocked.”

- Source: www.ronpaul2008.com

Sen. Joe Biden, D-Dela.
Biden voted in favor of the motion to pro-
ceed on the Comprehensive Immigration 
Bill. “The immigration bill isn’t perfect, 
but it’s an important step forward. To be 
honest, there are many things I don’t like 
about it such as the temporary worker 
program and a green card system that 
overemphasizes wealth and devalues 
family ties. But we owe it to the people 
we serve to work through our differenc-
es and ultimately resolve this problem.”

- Source: www.biden.senate.gov

’08 candidates  
on immigration 

Compiled by 
ABUBAKARR 
BANGURA
DuVal High School
Landover, MD
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Nandini Balial, at age 1, steering the family’s Fiat outside the meat shop they frequented in New Delhi, In-
dia.  Now 16 years later, she is learning to drive on American roads and will get her license in this country.  

Photo courtesy of Nandini Balial

By NANDINI BALIAL
R.L. Paschal High School
Fort Worth, Texas

It begins with a stamp being pounded into a passport 
and the fabled refrain “Welcome to the States.”

Each immigrant then begins a journey as hopeful 
as it is fearful. From language barriers to cultural 
clashes, immigrants face a variety of challenges in the 
New World, and the victory or defeat of each shapes us 
as future citizens of this opportunity-rich land.   

I have plenty of discomforting immigrant memories 
— watching my mother dissolve in grief when she 
learned of her mother’s death, two weeks after we 
moved to Texas in 2000 and were unable to return for 
the funeral. We children sometimes hated our new life 
when my parents fought over meager bank balances. 

But there have also been good times — making some 
unforgettable friends in high school, and learning how 
to play the piano from a lady as affectionate, if not 
more so, than my own grandmother.

And while the obstacles may occasionally overshad-
ow my achievements, the lessons learned from both 
are invaluable.

Among my family’s many attempts to permanently 
settle in the United States was a four-month stint in 
Edison, N.J. Green cards in hand, we took up residence 
— during a bitter northeastern winter — in the apart-
ment my aunt and uncle had recently vacated.

We did not own, nor could we afford, a car. My father 
took the train to his work at Staples. Our only enter-
tainment was making hot cocoa by melting snow. Our 
only furniture was spread-out newspapers treated as 
a dining table. The farthest we ever went from that 
green-carpeted apartment was to the library, a walk 
of several miles in the bone-biting cold.

Three Missouri Urban Journalism 
Workshop students tell their stories

we are immigrants, too

We have U.S. passports 
at last, and the journey 
has been far from easy 
for my family.

Years later, I discovered that my father, formerly 
the chief arts officer for the British Council Museum 
in New Delhi, worked as a cashier at Staples. “I did 
anything they needed done,” he told me once.

The Christmas presents we received that year — a 
Barbie for me, some truck or action figure for my 
brother — had been purchased on layaway, from a 
friend of my father’s who worked at Toys ‘R’ Us.

And, just five years ago, my mother sat me and my 
brother down at a dining table we’d finally brought 
from Sam’s Club to our one-bedroom in Fort Worth 
— accompanied by cheap plastic patio chairs we still 
own — to tell us that we had no money and may have 
to return to India.

In the last seven years, we have established our-
selves; we have a home, cars for my working parents, 

another car (hopefully) on the way when I obtain my 
license, piano and violin lessons, swim practice, and so 
on. My mother became a citizen, and my father, after 
nearly a decade of trying, became one as well.

And, not more than a month ago, I received a glossy 
blue American passport in the mail.

I didn’t shriek or cry with joy.  It was something 
I’d had to do — colleges are a tad tightfisted when it 
comes to doling out scholarships to noncitizens — but 
I did let out a sigh of relief.

Holding that document in my hands didn’t change 
anything — no angels sang, golden fairy dust was 
nowhere to be seen, and I didn’t spend the rest of the 
day in euphoria — but I know how much relief that 
5-by-3.5-inch booklet would bring to a family of immi-
grants, because I know how much it brought to mine.

“And while the obstacles may  
occasionally overshadow my

 achievements, the lessons learned 
from both are invaluable”

NANDINI BALIAL

Missouri Urban journalist, immigrrated 
from India at age 9
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Sangeeta, as a 9-month-old baby, sits on her paternal grand-
mother’s lap at the family’s house in Bangalore.

Photo courtesy of Sangeeta Shastry

The move left me torn between identities
By SANGEETA SHASTRY
Mary Institute and Country Day 
School
St. Louis

Some 15 years ago, a pho-
tograph was taken of a shyly 
smiling young woman, waiting 
in an airport with a squirm-
ing child who was struggling to 
run between luggage carts and 
quickly moving feet.

Lost for so long in boxes of old 
Polaroids, the image depicts the 
beginning of a great journey 
that so many immigrants have 
taken.

The young woman in the pho-
tograph was my mother.

Shortly before this picture 
was taken, my father left his 
native Bangalore, a South Indi-
an city, for a job offer in the 
United States. Because the U.S. 
was considered by all his rela-
tives and friends as the land of 
true opportunity, coming here 
was a chance for an apartment, 
a decent salary and the ability 
to succeed beyond the limita-
tions of his hometown.  

These pursuits, however, were 
weighted against three major 
drawbacks: the loss of identity 
in a foreign society; not being 
near a large extended family; 
and language barriers.

Still, the decision was made 
quickly, and my mother and 
I arrived in America months 
after my father had set up our 
Wisconsin apartment.

I was a toddler in these early 
years, but I’ve heard second-
hand anecdotes about our life-

style. For some time, our apart-
ment was furnished with one 
bed and those pots and uten-
sils that my mother’s parents 
had shipped off with her from 
India, along with blessings for 
a new life. 

Pictures from my second 
birthday party show a small 
pink princess-styled birthday 
cake with two candles, resting 
atop a cardboard box that also 
served as our dining table.

Over the year and a half that 
we stayed in Kenosha, we accu-
mulated more possessions from 
odd sales, saving the money 
from my father’s job for a 
future still in the making.

We began friendships, some 
of which turned sour and some 
of which have endured to this 
day.  My parents began to break 
the language barrier that had 
held them back, listening care-
fully and emulating the lexicon 
of the town’s small population.

As my parents’ recollections 
transition into my own earliest 
memories, I can remember the 
deeper, more emotional issue 
of cultural identity. Being one 
of the only people among my 
Indian friends who was born in 
India, I felt a rift between the 
self that I presented to others at 
school and outside of my home 
and the self that I became in my 
family’s presence.

Torn between dual identities, 
I have spent years writing about 
myself to disentangle these 
complex emotions and finally 
accept both entities that grow-

By VIEN NGOC HUYNH
Oak Park High School
Kansas City

The land Nuoi Bui and Thanh Huynh 
owned was sold. The possessions they 
had were given away. Hand in hand, 
with their children, they set out for a 
country halfway around the world with 
just $80 in their pockets.

Nuoi Bui is my mother and Thanh is 
my father.  

“I was never scared to (come to Amer-
ica). Americans have good hearts,” Bui 
said.

Bui and Huynh were born in Song Be 
in South Vietnam, where they grew up 
farming for most of their young lives. 
They ended their education at middle 
school to support their families. 

Bui’s father was an American soldier, 
and her mother was a Vietnamese civil-
ian. Mixed children in Vietnam were 
looked down upon, and authorities also 
searched for them.

“American Army would come by ran-
dom homes to check if mix kid was 

From Vietnam to America: A family 
puts aside fears to live their dream 

there,” Bui said. If spotted, they would 
be taken away from their families to be 
sent to America. “When I was little, my 
mother put a brown bag over my face so 
soldiers can’t see me.”

By 1992, the two decided to move their 
family to America to take advantage of 
what Bui had avoided as a child. “Our 
families thought we were very lucky,” 
she said.

My parents and their three children 
were first sent to the Philippines to 
attend six months of English as a Second 
Language classes. The next move was to 
Kansas City.

“Everything was different: food, hous-
es, people,” Bui said, “It was hard, very 
different.”

In Vietnam people walked, rode buses 
and drove mopeds, while in America, 
cars and big vehicles controlled the 
streets.

Mo Huynh, my older sister, was 7 
when the family moved. “I don’t remem-
ber much but I remember that I was 
excited and took the opportunity (to 
have a better life),” she said.

Bui took a job at a local factory for 
$4.30 an hour and Huynh worked in a 
hotel kitchen for $4.25 an hour while 
neighbors looked after the children. 

Bui still recalls everything about Viet-
nam. “It was hard to live there, but also 
it was very fun,” she said. “I miss my 

mom, the nature, the day-to-day rou-
tines, families and friends.” 

“It gets hard sometimes because the 
only family members I have in the Unit-
ed States are my younger brother, my 
younger sister, my mom and my dad,” 
Mo said. “When I see other people have 
family reunions and everything, it is 
hard.” 

I was 2 when we made that move in 
1992. A lot has happened in those 15 
years.

Five years ago, my mother began to 
work in cosmetology, specializing in 
nails. Around last summer, my parents 
bought the nail salon where my mother 
and my sister were working in Kansas 
City. While my mom runs the salon, my 
father is the handyman when he is not 
at his job at a company that makes car 
seats. 

My sister manages the business now 
that she has graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 
And my older brother helps out when he 
is not working at his job.

Although we miss Vietnam, we try to 
keep it inside the house, cooking Viet-
namese cuisine as much as possible. We 
rebuilt our lives, and now we are living 
the American Dream.

“Being one of the only 
people among my Indian 
friends who was born in 
India, I felt a rift between 
the self that I presented 
to others...and the self 

that I became in my 
family’s presence.”

sANGEETA sHAsTRy
on her cultural identity as an 

immigrant 

ing up in two cultures brings.
Now, as the country embarks 

upon presidential campaigns 
and personal debates that have 
already centered on immigra-
tion, my own status as an immi-
grant has given me an interest-
ing perspective. 

I have been exposed to the 
struggle that we have had to 
undergo to become citizens (a 
process that has taken more 
than a decade and a half to be 
only half complete). It seems 
an unnecessary burden when 
compared to the situations of 
millions of illegal immigrants.

In many ways, being an immi-
grant in today’s society requires 
careful consideration of these 
two conflicting feelings.

“In Vietnam people walked, rode buses and drove mopeds, 
while in America, cars and big vehicles controlled

the streets.”
ViEN NGOC HuyNH

Whose family immigrated to the U.S.
when she was 2
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Churches look for ways to help

By BRITTANY JONES
Mary Institute and Country Day 
School 
St. Louis

“In Columbia I have one (sup-
port system), but in Chicago 
I have many. My brother, my 
sister, many. My family is sup-
port, they help me. My husband 
helps me, too.” 

Norma Castro was speaking 
before sitting down to take her 
English as a Second Language 
class at Douglass High School 
on a Tuesday evening. She 
moved from Mexico to the U.S. 
three years ago and has been in 
Columbia for two years. 

She said that her family is 
her strongest support system 
because they understand Eng-
lish well and help her whenever 
she encounters roadblocks. Like 

Immigrants find support systems
in family, classes, other offerings

Castro, many new immigrants 
develop various networks to 
help themselves adjust to life in 
America. 

Mahasin Awadelkarin came 
to America six months ago, and 
she has found a support sys-
tem in the form of education. 
“I feel better now, now that I 
understand English a little bit,” 
Awadelkarin said. “But I want 
to learn more.” 

She has put her mind to 
learning English and studying 
at a local community college. 
Awadelkarin also attends reli-
gious services once a week, 
which she said helps her adjust 
to life in America as well.

Awadelkarin and Castro are 
two of the students at the inter-
mediate ESL classes held at 
Douglass. Although they are 
all from different parts of the 
world, they have formed a com-
mon bond during the classes. 
They support each other. 

Centro Latino acts as a sup-

port system for many Hispan-
ics in Columbia. Its mission is to 
provide the Latino community 
with services that otherwise 
might be difficult for them to 
obtain. Year-round, they run 
ESL classes, mentoring, tutor-
ing and offer health consulta-
tions and financial counseling. 

Refugee & Immigration Ser-
vices is another effort that aims 
to provide a support system for 
new immigrants. Sponsored by 
the Catholic Diocese, the Refu-
gee Services Center in Jeffer-
son City takes immigrants from 
various countries and helps 
them become established in 
the United States by providing 
English classes, transportation, 
adequate housing, education for 
kids, job placement and finan-
cial assistance. The refugee 
services office is designed to 
help families adjust to the cul-
ture shock that many are often 
met with when they first come 
to this country.

By ALICIA LORIO
Hickman High School 
Columbia

Father Steven Kuhlmann rarely lifts his head from 
the page when he preaches during Sunday afternoon 
Masses.

It has been more than 20 years since he studied 
Spanish in high school, which is why he’s concentrat-
ing so hard on his sermon.

Parishioners appreciate the effort, however. Every 
week, a parishioner translates the homily for Father 
Kuhlmann at Sacred Heart Church in downtown 
Columbia, where Sunday morning Masses are divided 
not only by time, but by language. The church offers 
two services in English in the morning, then holds a 
Spanish Mass in the afternoon.

In response to the needs of the local immigrant 
population, the church began providing weekly Span-
ish masses about a year ago. The church also assists 
undocumented workers through the citizenship pro-
cess and provides other support. 

Sacred Heart is one of several churches trying to 
adjust to Missouri’s changing demographics.

“During the last 10 years, the Hispanic population 
in our diocese has grown enormously,” said Mark 
Saucier, spokesman for the Catholic Diocese of Jef-
ferson City.

“There are a lot of new immigrants and a lot of new 
pastoral needs out there that not only the Catholic 
church, but many churches must address.”

The diocese has a fair number of Spanish-speaking 
priests who have worked as missionaries in Peru and 
can now help serve the increasing number of immi-
grants, Saucier added.

Martha Lawrence, a Sacred Heart member and 
worker for the Diocese’s Refugee and Immigration 
Services, said it’s not unusual for the Columbia par-
ish to help people who have recently immigrated by 
supplying transportation and buying necessities for 
them.

Spanish-speaking parishioners say the church is a 

place where they can be 
in tune with the Hispan-
ic community and feel 
closer with one another.

“It’s a good way to 
keep everyone in con-
tact,” church member 
Juan Gutierrez said. 
“You can reunite with 
Latinos and make sure 
everything is OK.”

For Mexican immi-
grant Fernando San-
tana, who watched his 
daughter make her First 
Communion a week ago 
at Sacred Heart, he’ll 
always remember the 
way she looked in her 
white dress and tiara. 
He has attended Sacred 
Heart for nearly a year. 

His daughter Nancy, 
11, was one of four 
youngsters at the Span-
ish Mass to light a cer-
emonial candle and 
receive the Body of 
Christ, or “Cuerpo de 
Cristo,” as Kuhlmann referred to it.

While the English and Spanish-speaking parish-
ioners at Sacred Heart naturally gravitate to their 
own ethnic group, the church is struggling with the 
challenge of intermingling the two, said Sister Fran-
cine Koehler, who oversees the church’s Hispanic 
ministry. 

“I think it’s important (to combine both),” Koehler 
said. “We should all try to be one, like Jesus asked 
us.”

Sacred Heart has tried to increase the role the 
Hispanics play in the church’s community in sev-

eral ways, including inviting them to take part in the 
church’s upcoming summer picnic.

“We wanted to do something new, and this time we 
told them they could sell tamales at the picnic,” Koe-
hler said.   

Diocese spokesman Saucier also sees the need for 
both groups to blend, as he believes that both have 
something to learn from each other.

“We live in a globalized world,” Saucier explained. 
Getting acquainted with the way other cultures 
express their faith and traditions can help people 
deepen their own faith, and teach profound lessons,” 
he added.

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW

Eleven-year-old Nancy Santana, far left, receives a certificate from Father Steven 
Kuhlmann following her First Communion at Sacred Heart Church in Columbia. 

Man on the Street
Dan Lueders 
22, Columbia, MU student

How has undocumented  
immigration affected health care?

“Undocumented immigrants drive 
up the cost because federal laws 
can not deny help of anyone in the 
ER. The hospital pays for people 
without insurance, which doesn’t 
raise the insurance cost, but the 
Indigent Care money that could pay 
for other things goes towards paying 
their treatment.”

Hui-Hsien Tsqi 
31, Taiwan, MU student

How has immigration changed 
your community?

“It is very multi-cultural and very 
open to people to learning. Colum-
bia helps build up experiences with 
international students and the local 
residents.”

Reported by Johnetta Elize, Fort Zumwalt South High School, St. Peters

Community centers 
and churches offer aid 
in adjusting to the U.S.
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Barriers disappear on soccer field
Players from more than 
20 nations make up
MAC-United.

Players from the MAC-United over-40 soccer team practice Sunday afternoon near Scott Boulevard. The team, 
composed of many immigrants from across the world, will compete in this year’s Show-Me State Games.

JOSHUA A. BICKEL / MUJW

By JORDAN PAYNE 
The Pembroke Hill School 
Kansas City

On a humid Sunday afternoon, 24 middle-aged men 
sprinted around a makeshift soccer field at Scott Bou-
levard Access.

Never mind the constant sweat that poured from 
their bodies. Disregard the fact that knee braces limit-
ed the mobility of three individuals, or that many more 
players had to block out recurring aches and pain.

For members of the MAC-United over-40 soccer 
team, this hourlong workout is often the highlight of 
the week. 

That’s because this is no ordinary team. Many mem-
bers of this fun-loving bunch are immigrants. More 
than 20 countries – including Libya, Tunisia, Scotland, 
Czech Republic, Finland, Iran and Nigeria – are repre-
sented on the team.

Judging by the chemistry and inside jokes, one 
would never know they have such differing back-
grounds, cultures and native dialects.

“The game of soccer doesn’t really have any barri-
ers as far as language is concerned,” said goalie Greg 
Baltyn, the son of Polish immigrants.

“Once everybody’s out there, those that understand 
the flow of the game can jump in and out easily. And 
all it is is about having fun.”

For MAC-United, which is competing in the Show-
Me State Games, the language of soccer trumps all 
other “problems” facing society. Former rivals such as 
England and India, or Bosnia and Russia cheer each 
other on from the sidelines. Iranians and Americans 
discuss scoring strategies. 

“Oh yeah, we’re all friends,” said Guy Bouchard, a 
native of Canada. “Not all the time, but we’re friends 
here. Sometimes, you know, we discuss politics.  ... We 
(are) not politically correct, necessarily, but we get 
over it and fraternize regardless of what the countries 
are doing.  

“I’m Canadian. So I’m supposedly neutral!”
With varying levels of skill and experience, players 

agree that there is always something to learn from 

each other about the game of soccer.  Siele Menghi-
satv, an immigrant from Eritrea, a country in Africa, 
enjoys the different styles of play that vary based on 
country. 

“Latino and Brazilian players have the great tech-
nique,” Menghisatv said. “Africans have the stamina 
and are strong on the ball. Mexicans kick the long ball 
and run.”

He added that the players “all learn from each other, 
and the love of the game is really a common thing.”

Mohsen Dkhili, a native of Tunisia, a country in 

By JACQUELYNN SIMS
Hickman Mills High School
Kansas City

The game of soccer was added to the 
Show-Me State Games in 1985.

There are usually around 230 to 260 
teams participating each season. While 
those numbers are usually the same, 
the overall talent level has increased at 
the statewide sporting event.

Didier Aur believes he knows why.
Immigrants “have had a tremendous 

effect,” said Aur, a member of the 
MAC-United over-40 team that is com-
peting in the Show-Me State Games.

Aur was born in Brazil and moved 
to Memphis, Tenn., with his family in 
the mid-1960s. Aur relocated to Jef-
ferson City last year. As a kid growing 
up in America, he quickly learned that 

soccer wasn’t as popular as it was in 
other countries. Aur rarely saw soccer 
goals in Tennessee or the other states 
he visited.

“Hispanics not only brought soc-
cer here, but (they brought) their own 
teams and created their own leagues,” 
he said. Now soccer fields look to “out-
number baseball fields and basketball 
courts. It’s not a foreign sport any-
more.”

Aur’s MAC-United teammate Siele 
Menghisatv agreed.

Menghisatv, a native of Eritrea, Afri-
ca, not only sees immigrants being 
involved in the future of the statewide 
tournament, but soccer in America as 
a whole.

“Professionals from Europe are 

starting to come to the United States,” 
Menghisatv said. “Soccer (in America) 
is becoming more international.”

Show-Me State Soccer Commissioner 
Don Branaun has seen a number of 
immigrant players at the games. He 
can’t say if there has been a consider-
able increase of immigrants competing 
over the years. Show-Me State doesn’t 
keep a record of each player’s origin.

Branaum did say that he has noticed 
an increase in foreign-born referees, 
particularly from Nigeria, Iran and 
Iraq.

So far, having players and referees 
with different backgrounds has been 
an added bonus.

“The game is evolving every year,” 
Branaum said.

Immigrants’ impact felt at Show-Me Games

Africa, was particularly impressed with teammate 
Didier Aur, a Brazilian.

“He’s a good player,” Dkhili said. “He controls the 
ball. He knows the tactics of the game so he can posi-
tion himself, which is great.”

However, the players have been doing much more 
than learning certain technical aspects of the game.

“These guys are really just like kids having fun on 
the field,” MAC-United coach Chris Viers said with a 
chuckle.

“Sometimes I feel like a playground supervisor.”
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Balial is a senior at 
R.L. Paschal High 
School in Fort Worth, 
Texas. She wants to 
be a successful edi-
tor-in-chief for her 
high school’s news-
paper. Originally 
from India, she first 
became interested in journalism by 
watching “All the President’s Men.” “It’s 
our way to get the truth out.”

Nandini Balial

 ournalistsMeet theJ
High school students came 
from across the country for 
a dose of journalism reality.

Reported by Kristin Kastak
Photos by Joshua A. Bickel

Abubakarr Bangura Ryan Brown

Russell Gipson Vien Huynh Brittany JonesJohnetta Elzie

Alicia Lorio Barbara Maningat Arwa MohammadKristin Kastak

Victoria Scott Sangeeta Shastry Alexandra SifferlinJordan Payne

Janelle Turner Brittany Vickers Cynthia YangJackie Sims

Bangura is a junior 
at DuVal High 
School and is from 
Landover, Md.  He 
is hoping for more 
than just improving 
his skills. “Coming 
to this workshop 
will give me experi-
ence on how the real journalism world 
works,” he said. He enjoys writing about 
sports and playing them. 

A junior at the Metro 
Academy and Clas-
sical High School 
in St. Louis, Brown 
hopes to become a 
film director. His 
goals for the work-
shop are to always 
be on time and meet 
deadlines. “I like to write for sports, and 
I’m hoping to become the sports editor 
for my school’s newspaper.”

Gipson is a junior 
attending Frisco 
High School in Fris-
co, Texas. He has 
been writing since 
freshman year. “I 
want to gain work 
experience from the 
workshop and be on 
time with my deadlines.” In his spare 
time, he enjoys playing basketball and 
football.

Huynh is a senior 
at Oak Park High 
School in Kan-
sas City and first 
became inter-
ested in journal-
ism because of her 
school’s broadcast 
show. “My goals for 
MUJW are to learn more about the dif-
ferent positions in broadcast and to gain 
more work experience,” she said. 

Jones writes to 
a different tune. 
This young jour-
nalist from Mary 
Institute and Coun-
try Day School in 
Chesterfield, hopes 
to become a part 
of the music maga-
zine Alternative Press. “I like analyzing 
music and listening to different genres 
of music,” she said. “I hope to have new 
experiences with journalism.”

This college fresh-
man has a different 
plan while attending 
Southeast Missouri 
State University this 
fall. “I really want 
to impress the pro-
fessors when I go to 
school. Then I can 
tell them that I learned it from the 
journalism workshop at Mizzou.” Elzie 
wants to create her own magazine one 
day.

Lorio is from Colum-
bia and will be a 
junior at Hickman 
High School. She 
has been writing 
since third grade. 
Along with writing 
for her high school 
newspaper, she likes 
helping at her church. “I like meeting 
new people, and I hope to learn more 
skills at the workshop and use them to 
help me with everyday life.”

Maningat is from 
Platte City and 
will be a senior at 
Platte Country High 
School. “I was actu-
ally inspired to start 
journalism because 
of my seventh grade 
English teacher, 
and I started journalism my freshman 
year.” Maningat has already chosen a 
career in broadcast news.

Mohammad is a 
senior at Rock 
Bridge High School 
in Columbia. She 
has been in jour-
nalism since junior 
year, working for 
her school’s news-
paper as a co-editor 
for news. She is undecided about what 
she wants to do as a career but will 
be going to MU. “I want to become a 
spokesperson for what Islam truly is.”

Coming from the 
small town of Bel-
videre, Ill., Kastak 
has been involved 
in journalism since 
seventh grade. She 
is a junior at Bel-
videre North High 
School and will be 
the news editor for her school’s newspa-
per. “I enjoy journalism because it’s his-
tory in the making.” She wants to pursue 
a career as a magazine editor.

Doing the best 
that she can do is 
Scott’s goal. Scott 
is a senior at Lee’s 
Summit North High 
School in Lee’s Sum-
mit. Thanks to her 
teacher, she was con-
vinced to join yearbook her sophomore 
year. After high school, Scott has plans 
to become a commercial architect.

Originally from 
India, Shastry now 
calls O’Fallon her 
home. This senior 
attends Mary Insti-
tute and Country 
Day High School. 
Although she is not 
on the school newspaper staff, she likes 
to contribute stories. “My goal for this 
week is to become a better writer.” Shas-
try wants to be a print reporter.

Sifferlin is a senior 
from Benilde-St. 
Margaret’s School 
in Edina, Minn., and 
believes that jour-
nalism plays a big 
role in learning. “I 
really want to meet 
my deadlines this week. That is my 
greatest goal.” Sifferlin hopes to become 
a magazine editor. 

Ever since she was 
a little girl, Payne 
knew what she 
wanted to be when 
she grew up — a 
broadcast journal-
ist. She is a senior at 
Pembroke Hill High 
School in Kansas City, Mo. “During the 
workshop, I want to learn more about 
technology, editing and putting stories 
together.” 

Turner is from St. 
Louis and is a senior 
at Webster Groves 
High School. Her 
plans for the work-
shop are to become a 
stronger writer and 
gain the experience 
of being in a newsroom. As a career, she 
either wants to pursue journalism or 
become an actress. “I want to be happy 
with whatever I do,” she said.

MU has two new 
students in MUJW, 
and Vickers is one 
of them. She is origi-
nally from St. Louis. 
Vickers became 
interested in jour-
nalism when she 
saw her school’s news broadcast. She 
hopes to work someday for “Good Morn-
ing America.”

“I want to prepare 
myself for college 
and get a feel of 
what journalism is 
all about,” said Yang, 
who is the other stu-
dent from MUJW to 
attend MU this fall. 
She comes from Buffalo Grove, Ill. Yang 
became interested in journalism in sec-
ond grade and believes it’s important to 
get the news out.

She is from Kansas 
City and is a junior 
at Hickman Mills 
High School. She 
started writing in 
elementary school 
and is a columnist 
at her high school 
paper.  Sims enjoyed learning more 
about newswriting during MUJW. 




